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Abstract

Buddhist temples in Japan began with the temples of the powerful clans and then developed into
“national temples.” However, as regards the national temples, a careful study of the formation process
shows that there was an intermediary stage which might be referred to as the period of “temples of the
Emperor.” It was during the time of Emperor Tenmu that the national temples were established
institutionally and structurally. Furthermore, this national temple system underwent a major
transformation during the time of Emperor Shomu in the Nara period. This paper examines the birth and

development of these national temples.

Keywords: national temple, Daikandai-ji, Daian-ji, Todai-ji, Kokubun-ji
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