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The topography of the Sea Bottom of the Masuda
Offing in Shimane Prefecture in Western Japan
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Summary

The Japanese Archipelago is located in a zone of relatively young mountains,
As a result, it is subject to frequent earthquakes and tidal waves which often bring
with them great damage to property and loss of life. The research reported on here
is related to an island which is said to have been struck by an earthquake about 950
years ago and is thought to have subsequently disappeared.  The sandstone and
mudstone geology of the ocean bottom in the area that was studied has a topography
which is higher in elevation than its surroundings. There, professional divers and
under-water cameramen surveyed that area. The results were that at a depth of
8~9 meters, they found three potholes, and at a depth 11 meters they discovered
mushroom rocks in two places. These are evidence of topography that was formed
at or near the surface of the sea, i. e. when the area was not as deep as it is now.
It is our conclusion that after these landforms were made, the area subsided/sank
below the surface or was submerged by a eustatic rise of the sea surface. However,
in this particular survey, no attepmt was made to determine exactly when this might

have occurred.



