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From Voice T'o Speech
— The original meanings of ne, koe, oto —

Noriko KiMura

Summary

Japanese ne, koe, oto, are all the names of phenomena, caught by the sense of hearing,
It is difficult to draw an exact line between the meanigs of these words in the present-day
speech.

But inquiring into many of the examples in Manydsha and other ancient books, we
can learn their original meanings in that ne was a person’s cry itself, koe was a call it-

self, and ofo was such sounds and hearsays as information caught by only ears.



