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“Dying Process” of the Aged and Necessity
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Summgry

In these years, nursing homes for the aged have been changing their original
functions into those of mental hospitals, just as the latter have been transforming
into the former. This tendency is far more remarkable in the case of special nursing
homes for the aged than any other institution for them, though the tendency is
nowadays unavoidable social trend resulted from what we call “kakukazoku” and a
society which contains multitude of the aged.

On the basis of this cercumstance, a reply-note was submitted. (Social Welfare
Council, subcommittee meeting on the problems of the aged. S. 52) It says that the
aged who have mental disorders should be separated and cared differently. But in
England, which already attained such a system in the seventies, ill effects in that
system have been noticeable and the trend of nursing the aged, we are told, makes
for the synthetic care.

This research primarily aims at making clear the problem above mentioned and
the standing point of my consideration is not that of rearrangement of the system,
but that of the clinical nursing, for which problem I have collected the voices of
hopes and complaints of the people attending on the aged, and now mean to analize
them.

The materials for this research are from “Instances of Nursing the Dying and
Difficulties in care” by nurses and keepers working in special nursing homes for the
aged in the west Japan. (Japan Social Welfase Council 1978). And besides, I inve-
stigated the instances in Baijuso (in lkoma). At the same time I re-examined the
cases in my last paper. Thus some are concluded as follows:

(D Most of the aged in special nursing homes suffers from more than two kinds
of physical disorders and it's noticeable that mental and psychological disorders are
far more than the other ones. moreover, & even after having been nursed, little
are cured of. And besides the fact (3 the nursing staffs have little expertknowledge
of and interest in mental ado psychological care.

From the circumstances above mentioned, along with the improvement of nursing
system for the aged, “dying process and adaptability,” that is, “life maintenance”
and “euthanasia” are the subjects in this report. And importance of care on the
basis of welfare spirit of the staffs of nursing homes is also suggested in this.

This research is meant to be a sequel to the previous one “Social-Psychological
Study of Dying Process and Adaptability of the Aged”.



