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On the Formation and Disorganization of so called the Sango Group

— In the case of Obarayama, Nara basin —

Kiyotaka Nozaki
(1978429 A30A W)
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Summary

Sango Group is combined commune unit which shared the right to utilize
the common forest. Obarayama, located on the south-eastern corner of the
Nara Basin, was the common forest of which right to utilize was jointly owned
by fifteen member farming communes in the Edo Era. The farmers of the
member communes got forages and grasses to manure their farms from the
common forest,

The territorial framework of these fifteen member communes seems to have
consisted of the area irrigated by Obara river and daughter communes parted
from the mother communes,

Though the exact time of the formation of the Sango Group Communes is
not clear, it seems to have been in the early Edo Era after the formation of
neighbouring Sango Group Communes.

Because the common forest was too remote from the member communes and
the commercial fertilizer-oil cakes ahd dried sardines-was widely introduced
in the Genroku Era, the common forest lost its significance and ten communes
began to abandon their rights to share. At last only five communes Obara,
Sagario, Akao, Otsusaka, and Tobi remained as the sharing member communes
of Obarayama.



