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Summary

In this paper, the author intended to clarify the life and work of Richard Hakluyt, who
was strangely unfimiliar to Japanese readers. In fact, he was one of the most distinguish-
ed Elizabethan scholar, well comparable to Shakespear, the dramatist, in his excellent
work ‘Principal Navigations’.

The author firstly sketched his biography, He was born in London, studied at Ox-
ford. By proffesion, he was clergyman or preacher of England Church. But he was
the fervent follower of the geographical science. His interest and full energy were con-
centrated to collet the original records of sea-farers and explorers in past and in his age.
By these assiduous work, he aimed the developing of the newly-founded North America by
the British nation. So in the character, his geography was a colonial geography, or
economic and political geography. He maintained also that the maps were indispen-
sable to study geography. Concerning to the academic value of his life work ‘Principal
Navigations’, of which first edition appeared in 1589, and the enlarged one was completed
in 1598~1600 was discussed already by the many British geographers.

These books’s influences were very great. Walter Raleigh, the Proffessor of English
Literature at Oxford, once said: ‘The dramatists and poets were the children and
inheritors of the Voyages. For instance, Daniel Defoe, the author of Robinson Crusoe,
got inspiration from ‘Principal Navigations, and he himself wrote ‘A General History of
the Pyrates’ in 1724,

Sofar, Japanese geographets paid little attention to Hakluyt and his works. By this
paper, if someone of Japanese geographers might start studying of Hakluyt, the author
will be much glad and content. The author hopes so eagerly.



