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Some Historico-Geographical Problems on the Rivers and
Irrigation Ponds in Ancient Nara Basin.
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Summary

The Nara Basin which is inner fault basin surrounded by tilted brooks was
cradle land of ancient Japanese state. In the southern part of this basin in 694
ancient palace city so called Fujiwara Kyo-the relics excavated once on the part of
modern Kashiwara City of Nara Pref.- and Heijokyo-the part of modern Nara City-
was built in 710 A. D. The arable land of this ancient time was divided square of
109m or 125m by so colled Jori or Jobo System. These historical landmark survived
even now in this basin.

I tryed in this papers with 8 Figures about the origins and chronological data of
numerable irrigation ponds and artificial rivers of this basin from the point of view
of historical geography.

(1) There are 4 type irrigation ponds in Nara Basin. 1. so called valley pond
which was banked the ground water of mountain foot. Some of ponds of this type is
coincide with the ancient documents such as “Nihonshoki”. 2. square or recu-

tangular ponds which regulated by ancient Jori or Jbo system. 3. many small
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ponds in hill or low land which was dug in modern age. 4. many other ponds
which cannot distinguish their chronological data.

(2) There are many rivers in Nara basin. They not only were served irrigation
in historical age as well as ponds, but also served navigation from ancient time.
We can find also even canal in ancient documents. Now we find many artificial
streams for irrigation here and their in Nara basin. Especially some of right-angled
rivers testify that their streams regulated by ancient J&ri system as ponds. In gen-
erally ancient river ports can find in the upper reaches of this basin compare with
modern age ports. For example the famous market town “Tsubanoichi” which built
ab. the end of 5th centuries situated at the foot of alluvial fan of upper stream of
Yamato River. This caused the upraised river floor by deposition of sands from
Yamato platean followed by advance of time. At the origin of artificial canal T dis-
cussed about the artificial river of Tera which run from south to north in the heart

of Nara basin.



