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COD The Concise Oxford Dictionary New Edition 1976
Collins Collins Dictionary of the English Language 1979
EB The New Encyclopaedia Britannica 1974
Encyclopedic World Encyclopedic World Dietionary 1974
NOID The New Oxford Illustrated Dictionary 1978
OALD Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English 1980
PED The Penguin English Dictionary Third Edition 1979
RHCD The Random House College Dictionary 1975
RHP The Random House Dictionary (paperback) 1978
SOED The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary 1975
Web Bio Webster's Biographical Dictionary 1972
Web Geo Webster's New Geographical Dictionary 1972
WNCD Webster's New Collegiate Dictionary 1973
WNWD Webster’s New World Dictionary Second College Edition 1976
W3 Webster’s Third New International Dictionary 1966
W20 Webster’s New Twentieth Century Dictionary 1966
WoBD The World Book Dictionary 1974
WoBE The World Book Encyclopedia 1972

(1} Thanksgiving (Day) set apart for giving thanks to God, usu. fourth Thursday in
November in U. S, — COD. usu. %3 3. last but not least, last in order of
mention or occurrence but not of importance COD. EEIZ T & 2BHIcT 5300 LT
BN ETRZNOEY, OFERDTIE, TORNTREE TCIizvOl», Editor T
& B Dr. Sykes |2 The correction at Thanksgiving has already been ordered for the
next edition of the Concise Oxford Dictionary, following vour previous suggestion of
it. There is indeed a certain ambiguity at lasf, where the intended meaning was
‘but not last in order of importance’. I will try to think of a way of avoiding this
difficulty. ronin (Hist) Lordless wandering samurai. [Jap.] — COD. {LRAH{EODIR
AR, EFHEOBREHENIE. TAPHLHOBR AR IFAMIEPHELE Y, BFUFInE
OB IBIRO O UTHEE 2T T3H 2512, Dr. Sykes i3 1 will take note
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of your description of ronin, although clearly it cannot all be accommodated in the
Concise Oxford Dictionary.

{2} Nara, a city in Central Japan, on S Honshu : the first capital of Japan (710-
784) — Collins. H{¥CdH » TRIEHFO D - IcE 20 A, dEONRHBERETIHEY
b, MPIZ—ICRO TH -1, HEHMES HBEOXHOBADL D H, BFEORAEM
LUzt b, (S4B ER 2 OIIATERIZ 2.  the first permanent capital H3IE
LtY. Managing Edtor TH 2 W. T. McLeod {3 I am grateful to you for your in-
teresting information on the constant changing of capital cities in connection with the
entry on Nara, which I have noted for consideration when the time comes for a
revised reprint. damn, Judo. any one of the 12 black-belt grades of proficiency. —
Collins., FHEOEI@BITRUE h BT E Hily, —AncHBAIREYE. +2BZRD,
AREPLABRETRAAOTAN D, JEE TEUIREOTH 5H5, 45 5 RELIEL BE
ZANTVE, W, T, McLeod i Thank you for your comments on the various
grades in Judo. We will bear your remarks in mind when the time comes for a
revised edition. Lords Spiritual, the Anglican bishops of England and Wales in
their capacity as members of the House of Lords. — Collins. the Archbishop of
Canterbury, the Archbishop of York & Lord Spiritual ¢& 4. the Anglican archbi-
shops (A% and bishops (1:#0 L. W. T. Mcleod i The definition of
LORDS SPIRITUAL clearly needs re-wording, since only 24 bishops and 2 archbi-
shops are members of the House of Lords. washboard, a board having a surface,
usually of corrugated metal, on which clothes are scrubbed. — Collins. B:BIRDE
gk, AT 215 K OB L4 H--- on which, especially formerly,
clothes were scrubbed & 4 ~% Tz vh W. T. McLeod % 1 think vou are probably
right in saying that the use of a WASHBOARD for scrubbing clothes is obsolescent,
at least in urbanized societies. harakiri or harikari (in Japan) ritual by suicide by
disembowelment with a sword when disgraced or under sentence of death — Collins.
(formerly in Japan, among the warrior class) iz 2, JHF & U TOWE R HHEAL
RfG, CWCEARHN (18738 X b L LT OLIEIkEEL. kana, the Japanese sylla-
bary, which consists of two written varieties. See hiragana, katakana. (¢ 18: from
Japanese, literally : false letters; compare kanji, which are regarded as real letters]
— Collins. 272913, U HABOEPICHENELD B, PIZR false letters Tiz {,
fis4  (borrowed letters) RiX{{# (provisional letters) TH 3. W. T. McLeod it
Thank you for your comments on the Japanese terms HARAKIRI and KANA, both
of which we have noted. samovar (esp. in Russia) a metal urn for making tea, in
which the water is usually heated by charcoal held in an inner container. — Collins.
charcoal CE¢d 2 & OFELD VETIE T A, BRAS—BiCHNbR TS,

solicitor (in Britain) a lawyer who advises clients on matters of law, draws up legal
documents,prepares cases for barristers, etc. Compare barrister — Collins. solicitor i
EEAOABEEFCH I EHENME L HU d3HoRWI~2ELN S, W.T.
McLeod it SAMOVAR — I agree that the definition could be improved and have
asked that this be noted for consideration when the time comes for a revised edition.

Similary for SOLICITOR. ronin Japanese history, a lordless samurai, esp. one
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reduced to banditry by the death of his lord — Collins. HA, £& UTEEBDIITE
hBRFBREDGEEREH L, Lo 2, RS, UIkEELozs v, X oEiTd
Db LW, FFCEIE, £ZiRH, BRTTH, EHSOMOEIZ E e U TE 2T,
S0y sauce, a salty pungent dark brown sauce made from fermented soya beans,
used esp. in Chinese cookery. — Collins.  #%if1i3 pungent T3\, 4-HBATY®BEIT
fifi o T3 Worcestershire sauce (7 % # —7— ) 5% pungent. F& U THEHHEIC
HEATAEDZY, AERNITE BNIERL T3, FRENEE KEE T - 28Il
- sk, skimmia, any putaceous shrub of the S and SE Asian genus Skimmia,
grown for their ornamental red berries and evergreen foilage. (¢ 18 New Latin from
Japanese (mijama-) skimmi, a native name of the plant.]— Collins. IEEIIED
(mijama-) skimmi {3 ¥ T, (mivama-) shikimi »SIEULV, U s 2AAGICEIZA S
LOTH B, EXTRERATEHH, ROEWZZOTERERTH 2. W. T. McLeod
12 Thank you for another series of helpful comments on Japanese terms. I have
asked that all of them be noted in our files for consideration when the time comes
for a revised edition.

{3) big business, powerful financial or business resources, esp. considered collecti-
vely — Encyclopedic World. U UIEEOMN, %2HRA30ENHZ. ace, a fighter
pilot officially credited with shooting down five or more enemy aeroplanes — Encyc-
lopedic World. Z#1% (#) a fighter pilot who has shot down a large number
of enemy aeroplanes (3f) a fighter pilot officially credited with shooting down five
or more enemy aeroplanes iZ¥Z% 3. Thanksgiving Day, U.S, an annual festival
in acknowledgement of divine favour, usually held on the fourth Thursday of No-
vember — Encyclopedic World. usually %§|p:d 5. Oireachtas, the parliament of
the Republic of Ireland, consisting of the Dail Eireann and the Seanad Eireann—
Encyclopedic World, T % consisting of the President, the D4il Eireann and the
Seanad Eireann ct{®» 4. white slave 1. a white woman who is sold or forced
to serve as a prostitute, esp. outside her native land. 2. a person held as a slave
in some condition resembling slavery — Encyclopedic World. ##1&#t 1. a woman
who is sold or forced... 2. a white person held as a slave... ict{® 3. Editor @
John Bailie }3 Thank you for your letter about the entries in The Hamiyn Ency-
clopedic World Dictionary. We shall give serious consideration to your proposed
amendments when we come to revise the Dictionary. Mont Blane¢, a mountain on
the French-Italian border — Encyclopedic World., I Fix 7 5> =4, AUz 735 >~
REA 2V —gEldy, FOEREILUALRTANTLATS, washboard, a
board or frame with a corrugated metallic or other surface, on which clothes are
scrubbed in the process of washing — Encyclopedic World. Z #1% on which, espe-
cially formerly, clothes were scrubbed... (©&¥» 5. table, Parl. Proc. a. to place
(a proposal, resolution, etc.}) on the table of an assembly for discussion b. U. S. to
shelve or postpone.— Encyclopedic World Zh % a. (2) to submit for discussion
b. (3« #) to shelve or postpone {Z #H 5. John Bailie (3 I have note of your
comments about the entries Mont Blanc, washboard, table and I will ensure that

we make the necessary corrections in any revised edition of the Encyclopedic World
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Dictionary.

{4) soy. Sauce for fish etc. made, chiefly in Japan, China, and India, from soya
beans pickled in brine — NOID. #&3liz HZA& Tkt Sauce for fish, meat, vegetables,
made from soy beans, usually mixed with wheat, fermented in brine T& b, T X%
B, IUA, B, HYy, FEESicfE. Editor T3 2 Miss E. Rogerson i Thank
you for your most interesting letter about shé-y#. You made me feel quite hungry!
obi, Japanese woman’s bright-coloured sash. — NOID, #}} Japanese man and child
LUz, BHEFHOBITHETH S, station, in Australia, sheep- or cattle-run with
its buildings—NOID. in Australia and New Zealand &3 2. washboard, corrugated
board on which clothes etc. may be scrubbed. — NOID. corrugated board on which,
especially formerly, clothes etc. were scrubbed -3 2. Mont Blanc, Mountain in
France on Italian border —NOID. U7»1L The mountain lies in both France and
Italy and the summit is in France and a tiny part of the north-eastern end extends
into Switzerland. T& 3. Editor T# 3 Miss E. Rogerson ¥ Thank you very much
for your letter and its suggestions for improvements to definitions of obi, station, etc.
in the New Oxford Iliustrated Dictionary. They are duly filed for consideration
before a new edition is prepared.

{5 in one's own right, because of a personal claim, qualification, etc. not depen-
ding upon another person: She is a peeress in her own right, i e not only by marriage.
— QALD. not by marriage »3IEL . white slave, white girl who is forced to be
a prostitute, esp one who is tricked into going to a foreign country by promises of
employment — OALD. i # 1. girl who is forced to be a prostitute,... 2. white
person held as a slave &3 %. Thanksgiving Day, day set apart each year for
giving thanks to God (usu the fourth Thursday in November). — OALD. usu %}l
B9 3. sound... sound in wind and limb, {(collog) physically fit — OQALD.
wind... sound in wind and limb, in excellent physical condition — OALD. g1
HIFE L. General Editor @ A. P. Cowie it in one’s own right. 1 agree with you
that the gloss should read ‘i. e. not by marriage to a peer’. white slave. This is not
regularly used in a literal sense, so that your second proposal couldn't be adopted.
With regards to girls being tricked into prostitution, I take your point that this traffic
is not confined to girls who happen to be white, whether in such cases one would
also use the idiom while slave 1 simply don’t know. Thanksgiving Day. You are
quite right about the date invariably being the fourth Thursday in Novernber. sound
in wind and limb. Strictly, this means ‘physically fit and healthy'. I assume that
there is a difference between health (absence of illness or physical injury) and
fitness.

(6) netsuke, Japanese belt-ornament of carved ivory or wood —PED. {p->T, HI&
PiF, HEANG EORMONHICOY, BRI IATEDLRRWE SITUIU/MER. BE
BAARERUTWV. ERBELC»HEE 5 T35,  Thanksgiving Day, (US)
annual day of holiday in thanksgiving for the harvest, usu fourth Thursday of No-
vember — PED. usu %2H|i%d 4. Pelican Books @ Chief Editor T%h 2 Peter Wright
tX 1 am very grateful to you for your letter which my colleague Jacqueline Warner
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has passed on to me. I am giving a copy of it to the author of the dictionary who
will bear it in mind when the time comes for further revisions.

(7} paycheck 1: a bank check given in lieu of cash as salary or wages 2: salary
or wages —RHP, U. S. ¢ label #13Tik ¥ 3. blessing, grace said before a
meal —RHP. grace said before or after a meal G234 >, sen, a money of account
of Japan, the 100 th part of a ven, equal to 10 rin —RHCD. rin, a money of ac
count of Japan the thousandth part of a yen or the tenth part of a sen: removed
from circulation in 1954 —RHCD. 5 - ITOM{Ti 1954 42/ NEGRTGH N B 45 X
hETHIEELE, LUERISSHAZ B O L — | o & SERgREG « [1BF il s hTv 5.
community center, (in the U. S, and Canada) a building in which members of a
community may gather for social, educational, or cultural activities. — RHCD. in the
U. S. and Canada 2§ LU TCit ¥ 57>, fez, a red cap, shaped like truncated cone,
with a black tassel, worn esp. by men in the Near East. —RHP. b a23FIE O]
FORMEAD 4 = ok« o0 PIZ19244E bV a AL 25 2 FBFEED bV alEH 2L L.
BFETR IS 7 AL 25 2EEHTETHHL T 3. Executive Editor @ P. Y. Su i
paycheck: Your proposal for adding a U. S. label to this entry is valid, and will be
implemented in the future. blessing : Strictly speaking, people ask a blessing before
a meal and give thanks after a meal. However, this usage of blessing may not be
too rigidly adhered to in actuality. We would propose to rewrite the definition to
read : “a brief prayer for God's favor said at a meal, usually before eating”. sen:in
accordance with your suggestion, we would insert “formerly” between “yen” and
“equal to.” rin: Also in line with your observation, we would insert “former” be-
tween “a” and “money of”. community center: We would agree with you that the
usage designation “(in the U. S. and Canada)” is no longer valid and should there-
fore be deleted. fez: This was brought to our attention in your letter back in late
1976. Although it was not commented on by us at that time, we have since made
an appropriate note of a revision, along your lines, for future use.

(8) moped British. a heavily built bicycle with an auxiliary engine, used in England
and other parts of Europe — WoBD. British A;7X used in England and other parts
of Europe %ZJik3 2. status symbol, something that is supposed to indicate or
represent a desirable status in society : Owning a car has become a status symbol of
the successful American family — WoBD. [HiZisl} 3 status symbol 29734 &
3 two cars, digital watches, CB radios, an automatic food processor, an oil well %
E$T 3 & T, rin, a Japanese money of account, worth 1/10 sen. — WoBD.
FIO AT 19544E D/ MR I TEAI AR LD i X b sERIBEE, SPRoBANT S HHah Twig
v,  road show U, S. A traveling theatrical show — WoBD. U. 8. 2#likx3 3.
paycheek, check given in payment of wages or salary — WoBD. U.S. ¢ label %
=it 3. decade 1900 to 1910 was a decade.— WoBD. 19001901 & ~=&2Th 3.
mesa U. S. a small, isolated, high plateau with a flat top and steep, rocky sides,
common in arid regions of the western and southwestern United States — WoBD.
U.S. & of the western and southwestern United States 2§l U Tit £ 54> Editor
@ Clarence L. Barnhart {2 In our 1976 edition we introduced many changes and
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updated many definitions. For examplc, the British label was removed from moped,
the sentences about “owning a car” was removed from stafus symbol, and the defini-
tion of rin was revised to “a former Japanese money of account, worth 1/10 sen.
The rin was removed from circulation in 1954” We will be glad to introduce into
WBD your suggested corrections for road show, paycheck, and decade, Your sugges-
tion to broaden the application of mesa will be considered for the next revision,
since it will require some research to determine if the term is applied to other than
the American plateaus. Liberty Bell, U. S, a bell in Independence Hall in Phila-
delphia, regarded as a symbol of liberty. It was rung July 8, 1776, to announce the
adoption of the Declaration of Independence by the Continental Congress — WoBD.
Liberty Bell 23i# Independence Hall ¢ijkizd 32 Liberty Bell Pavilion tdh 3.
coffin nail, U. S. Slang, a cigarette. — WoBD. U. S. %2H|d 3. yeah, U. S
Informal. yes — WoBD. U. S. %Y|fxd 3. Barnhart | You are quite right about
the Liberty Bell, of course; however, in our 1976 revision we deleted the entry, since
it is fully covered in the World Book Encyclopedia. In the same revision we deleted
the “U.S.” label from coffin nail. I agree that the “U.S.” label under yeah should
be deleted.

{8) sen l: a Japanese monetary unit equal to 1/100 yen 2: a coin representing one
sen — W3, rin 1: a Japanese monetary unit equal to 1/10 sen 2: a coin repre-
senting one rin — W3, £k « [EOBI{TIF19544 -0/ NEGRTTEM SRS X O SR L,
BUFHEOOLES 5. SMRARABO LV — b« 22 3E8H8006 - B2FFEailah Tn
3. Hideyoshi, Toyotomi, 1536-1598. Japanese general and statesman; son of
poor woodcutter... chose Iyeyasu as his successor. — Web Bio, &HFHizE T UWART b
OREFTIIV, PRERTFIRGHMNOT Ch 5. FNEkHEMEE U THATHEY, HikS
EHEOMKZ2LEU T, RN HFELILAFHIBT AL 5 BEUVEELZE b
btz 8o Michael G. Belanger 2 Most of your observations concerning sen
and rin cannot properly be included in a dictionary, but a couple of the points are
well-taken. We are making note of the fact the sen coin is no longer used and that
the rin is no longer used either as a monetary unit or as a coin. Your remarks will
be taken into consideration the next time these entries are revised. Your biographical
sketch of Toyotomi Hideyoshi will be recorded. If and when a major revision of
Webster’s Biographical Dictionary is undertaken, the editor will have your article at
his disposal.

(9 Iojo. Family of Japanese nobility of Taira origin that succeeded the Minamotos
as rulers of Japan (1219-1333)...; overthrown by Ashikaga shogun Takauji (1333)
— Web Bio. #RMKXBIZERONESHIC IO IoEE, JERERF (1303-1333) &
HTFOoREMERI b, FIHEALWTHEFoMAKDIH, AELIL. ThT
{k&EikEmr. Inukai, Ki Tsuyoshi. 1855-1932. Japanese journalist and stateman...
— Web Bio. AR, VR ERvasnokl, Tha. Hitotsubashi. Also
known as Yoshinobu and by Chinese form Keiki." 1837-1802... on death (1866) of
shogun Iyemochi, chosen (1867) as his successor, but resigned a few months later,
after Mutsuhito had been chosen emperor. — WebBio. after Mutsuhito had ascended
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the throne z#¥» 3. In 1860, he was named crown-prince and when his father died,
1867, he succeeded him. TH 3 5. Enomoto Viscount Buye. 18397-1909... nego-
tiated treaty with Russia (1874) exphanging southern half of Sakhalin for Kuril
Islands — Web Bio. AZAIZISTHEMAZB 2oL FPHEUVTRBIBR2HAHEE TS, T
IBHEAZ G e o v 7 ERALS. 18744, AN, B3y, HARS (1836—1908)
HBIELLW.  Iyemitsu 1604-1651. Japanese shogun of the Tokugawa (1623-51), son
of Hidetada... Closed Japan to all foreign trade; ...confined Dutch and their trading
(1641) to island of Deshima in Nagasaki harbor... — Web Bio. # 3 #HEBZDIiIH,
i, EioFEARROFRARL ZTEER, NHORKIEL ZHMEGVITRbhI.
HAERER D Robert McHenry 3 1 have made notes on all of your observation of mis-
leading of mistaken statements in entries in our Biographical Dictionary, and as
soon as our editorial and manufacturing schedules permit these entries will be closely
examined for possible revision. Thank you again for helping us make the Biogra-
phical Dictionary a more accurate and informative reference work.

(0 Blanc, Mont or Ital. Monte Bianco. Highest mountain of the Alps, Savoy Alps,
Haute-Savoie dept., SE France, on Italian border... — Web Geo. JH EiZ7 5 > A5,
KINBEIR 7 5284 2 ) —wE b, ZOIEHRRDPU AL RACAD TATN S, i
#¥RD Michael G. Belanger it The company geographer tells us that you are quite
right about the massif lying in Italy and Switzerland as well as France. Our defini-
tion refers to the principal peak, which lies in France. To avoid possible confusion,
rewording of the definition will be considered when editorial and manufacturing
process permits.

(19 Ronin. (Jap.] In feudal Japan, a lordless wandering samurai. — SOED. [®A.
SIS TRAEROH 3 Libe MR LR 2HET 2 & ©. SHABITEFUCIEARES
el AR (feudal days) IIITEFOFE2MENIAL. bonze [-Fr. bonze or
Pg. bonzo (mod. L. bonzus, bonzius), prob. -Jap. bonzs...] A term applied by Euro-
peans to the Buddhist clergy of Japan, and occas. of China, etc. — SOED. bonzs it
bonst Db, ¥, Zori. Also sori. A Japanese straw sandal with a thong between
the big toe and the small toes. — SOED. straw QBRI T {—, BER =~ —1
BISE L DN, RTINS - RO A 5 oW, EhERiKEoSh
BMOBFWE ARG, Tk 725, TRV F—AH. Ginseng 1. A
plant of two species of the genus Aralid or Panax, found in Northern China, the
eastern United States, and elsewhere. 2. The root of the plant; a preparation of this
as a medicime. — SOED. #l#t A2 BEEILER X U"%ﬂﬁf]iﬁﬁi‘ﬂf, BrE~TE
RYF (1716—35) it o T ED H, BELRE < BiR - SIS TR ah T
WA, ABRE~AENCLODOE R X, HIZURLIZLOT, W ichEcHEan
T3, (KBEROTRHLN IO EM TH A HBERAE~F LB ah TS,
Editor ¢ Mrs. L. S. Burnett & Thank you for your comments on ronmim, ginseng,
bonze, and zori for the Shorier Oxford English Dictionary These will be kept
carefully for future reference.

13 GINKGO, or MAIDENNAIR TREE, is the only surviving species of an order

(group) of plants that lived millions of years ago. It was discovered growing in
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temple gardens in China... The male forms of the ginkgo, which do not bear fruit,
are often planted as ornamental trees in various parts of the United States. — WoBE.
4F a7, FEOEE DN TS, &0 EICERL THM - F65 - BE - it
Az A bt 3a. MIKADO, was the ancient title of the Emperor of Japan...
Recent emperors and their reigns are called by a name selected for them. The Em-
peror Hirohito is known as the Showa Tenno or Showa Emperor.— WoBE. HZ
TIZIRKXBOH#, IHMKXE. PEDICAB is a type of three-wheeled vehicle used
as a taxicab. It is built like a bicycle, but it has two rear wheels instead of one...
Pedicabs are used widely in the Orient, especially in China and Japan, where they
have almost entirely replaced jinrikishas. — WoBE. A& TE» 7 3B xitR
RERE#ICEEBR U S O BEAE Ut anicdd, 1950 R LA EEESN
Nz tr, Mk it ARTIEAR LN, YEN is the chief unit of Japanese
money. It has five values, each in a differement metal. They are the 100 yen (silver),
50 yen (nickel), 10 ven (bronze), 5 yen (brass), and 1 yen (aluminum). The sen
and rin, smaller denominations of the yen, were removed from circulation in 1954
But they are still used as units for calculation. — WoBE. 10002 H#1T $41.9.30.
4.8 "7 4. 50/ % A#IEE S41.9.30. 475 . 10HEHIT S34.1.5. 4.5 U5 4. 5
AT S34.6.1. 3.75 72 4. 1H7HE =2 4178530.3.16. 127 4. &iZHEL
BOL— b - &0 LA - B ah T g, 8k - BOWIUBRNEE D
3. {1 EE, 5TH, 1TM, 500 923 3.  Senior Editorial Researcher @
Robert Hamm #3 Once again we sincerely appreciate all the helpful suggetions you
have so kindly sent us, and will keep on file your remarks about the “Ginkgo” and
“Mikado” articles. Fortunately, one of our researchers also noticed that the infor-
mation in “pedicab” is outdated and has already suggested to our editors that it be
changed, along the same lines you recommended in your letter. Finally I am happy
to tell you that, as a result of one of your previous letters, our editors have rewritten
the “Yen” article for our next edition. The article will enumerate the various denomi-
nations in which the yen is minted and printed. I see from your letter that our editors
will also now need to add a further clarification regarding the sen and the rin, and
I will suggest this to them. Liberty Bell is a treasured relic of the early days of
American independence. It was rung July 8, 1776, with other church bells, to
announce the adoption of the Declaration of Independence... It is now in the first
floor Tower Room of Independence Hall in Philadelphia. — WoBE. /O EIZIHE
i3 Philadelphia ® Independence Hall iz73%>. Independence Hall @ |t® Pavilion
wdh 3. Robert Hamm it As for the World Book “Liberty Bell” article, several
years ago our editors revised the text book and our artists added a picture of its
new location.

14 pesthole, a place infested or likely to be infested with an epidemic disease —
WNWD. Americanism @ label i3 {+i} 5 4¥a». sen, a copper or bronze coin of
Japan equal to 1/100 of a yen. — W20, rin, a small copper coin of Japan, valued
at one tenth of a sen. — W20. TI{EH - OMELZHEL TV, AU EEIEE
&5, RIENEHABOLV— k- 2P - DBFHNCEN T 3. Associate
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Editor “Td 3 Mrs. Ruth K. Kent }& You may be right in surmising that pesthole is
an Americanism. We will query our consulting editor on Americanisms, Dr. Mitford
M. Mathews. It seems a little doubtful that the term is used in any but a figurative
sense nowadays. Thank you for the comprehensive information about the present
status of the Sen and rin in Japan. The entries for these terms in Webster's New
Twentieth Century Dictionary will be adjusted when it is feasible to do so.
Liberty Bell, the bell of Independence Hall in Philadelphia, rung on July 4, 1776,
to proclaim the independence of the U. S. — WNWD. Liberty Bell, the bell of
Independence Hall in Philadelphia, which was rung when the Continental Congress
announced the Declaration of Independence in 1776. — W20.  EHO3iiTEE In-
dependence Hall ¢4k Pavilion izh b, ORI 7 H8 IS shie. wash 8.
{Brit. Collop.] to withstand a test or examination (an alibi that won't washJ—WN
WD. Brit. Z2H{ikL T E 39>, Mrs. Kent {3 We changed the date of the ringing
of the Liberty Bell to July 8, 1776 in the 1978 printing of Websier's New World
Dictionary, Second College Edition. We have put a note in the file about the British
label at wash, sense 8 of the verb. Our citation file indicates you are probably right
in saying it is used a fair amount in our own country now.

15 come down, U. S. Informal. to become ill (with) — WoBD. U. S. Informal %
MU Tt & 5 3. Editor @ Clarence L. Barnhart 1t In our latest major revision (19
76) we deleted the restrictive label under come down wilh, just as you suggest.
Seppku, Japanese. hara-kiri: The Japanese hara-kiri or seppuku... was formerly
confined to nobles and warriors. — WoBD. UMixi55f iz -1, T E LTolm
12 -Eid-. AN (nobles) iCiXUEDSIEh> 12, Barnhart (& The information on
seppuku is more interesting and useful. We removed the reference to the nobles under
seppuku. washboard. U. S. a board having ridges on it, used for rubbing the dirt
out of clothes.— WoBD. U. S. 2[lizL, ...on it, esp. formerly used... & LT &
Oh>. soap opera, U. S. a daytime radio or television drama presented in serial
form, usually featuring emotional domestic situations. — WoBD. U. S. 2k L Ti
£ 3 7p. Barnhart i Since the 1976 edition of WBD the entry washboard no longer
carries the label U. S. The entry soap opera still does, but since the term has now
passed into British English we shall delete it in our next revision.

(9 black, served without milk or cream — WNCD. black, of coffee: served without
cream or milk and sometimes also without sugar. — W3. W nasiELuvd.
washboard, a corrugated rectangular surface that is used for scrubbing clothes —
WNCD. ...that was, esp. formerly, used for... “CiZy %>, washboard, a corrugated
rectangular surface (as of zinc or glass) in a wooden frame on which clothes are
rubbed in washing — W3. ...on which, esp. formerly, clothes were rubbed Gizy ip,
piHasd. nagami kumquat or nagami nagami of unknown origin]: a kumquat
(Fortunella margarita) having oval fruit and a persistent style base — W3, +# -
F#. #EUE naga long + mi fruit “ChH 2. mebos {Afrik mebos, prob. fr. Jap
umeboshi preserved plum] Africa: a confection of salted and sugared dried apricots
— W3, Ko plum & Japanese apricot O H. EiHs® Michael G. Belanger i3
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The more complete definition for the coffee-related sense of black is the one from
Webster’s Third New International Dictionary: “served without cream or milk and
sometimes without sugar.” The Collegiate certainly is not wrong, and it reflects the
most common usage. It is an abbreviated definition for an abridged book. Your su-
ggestion regarding washboard appears sound. As far as we can tell, washboards are
not in laundry use and have not been for some time. In the interests of complete-
ness and accuracy “formerly” should be added to the definition. Your etymologies
for nagami and mebos have been recorded and will be added to our etymological
files. They will be available to the company etymologist for future revisions and
editions. We appreciate the information. sumi, soot of burned plants and glue into
solid cakes and used esp. by Chinese and Japanese artists for black-and-white pain-
tings — W3, soot of burned plants mixed with diluted bone glue... paintings and
calligraphy i, B2T3 IR TTIHBRETH), BERFEAL, BFKIEFREHR
Uk SicilmanTnad c &. bonseki [Jap. tray-landscape]): a landscape constructed
of sand and stones on a tray; also: the art of constructing such a landscape — W3.
S (lit., bon tray + seki stone) T& 3. bugakn usu cap (Jap. lit., dancing,
music]: stately classical Japanese dance orig. introduced fron China — W3. 3ERd
lit,, bu dancing + gaku music T 3. HHiED Michael G. Belanger ix We have
considered your statement on Sumi and we may be able to incorporate part of what
you say in a future revision of the entry. The rest of what you say is very intere-
sting, and undoubtedly correct, but the information is suitable for an article in an
encyclopedia. We could never incorporate all that information in a dictionary defi-
nition. Our etymologist does not have at this time the resouces necessary to evaluate
thoroughly your proposed etymologies for bonseki and bugaku. Your information has
been forwarded to the etymology file. It will of course be reviewed by an editor for
future revisions and editions. pesthole: a place liable to epidemic disease — WNCD.
pesthole: a place subject or liable to epidemic disease — W3. U.S. @ label %-2i}
Tz ¥ 5. payeheck 1: a check in payment of wages or salary 2: wages, salary
— WNCD. paycheck 1: a check in payment of wages or salary 2: wages, salary
— W3. U. S. @ label (g2 510720, KifliiB@ Michael G. Belanger i3 Pesthole
and paycheck, as far as we are able to determine, are used chiefly in the United
States. However, since our dictionaries are written from the American viewpoint, we
do not label words U. S., even if their usage is confined to this country.

(" koto, a Japanese 13-stringed board zither with movable bridges... It is played
by plucking the strings with the thumb and first two fingers of the right hand, either
bare or with ivory attachments [tsume, “plectrum”). The left hand, in traditions
after the 16th century, may alter the pitch or ornament the sound of each string by
pressing or manipulating the strings on the other side of each bridge. — EB. Eii%
W3 TH 5. bare FFRbH, ZURBOMM R 12D 325 FOMPx .

pedicab, three-wheeled bicycle with a hooded carriage body balanced on two of the
wheels... Pedicabs are the successors to rickshas and are used in China, Japan,

Vietnam, and other Asiatic countries... —EB. ifi% 7 REEAATIRHAET IR TV



