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On the Inoshizume-Ceremony

—the ceremony at digging a well—

Masayoshi Mizuno

Summary

This paper deals with the brief for wells in the middle-Heian Period, especially
the way of the ceremony at digging a well.

Two wooden plates were found at the bottom of the well excavated at the south
of Acto shrine. There were the characters "KXBXAMTE (Tenks Daisinno) +—fE
(Jyuni Sinnc)” in India ink on one plate. On the other plate, the characters "
T Ak#E (Tohs Doks suisinno) BEH L AK#HE (Nanps Dokd Suisinng) FEA+
2Kt E (Seihd Doks Suisinng) b5+ AK#TE (Hoppd Dokd Suisinng) s+ 2y
JKHE (Chiié Dokd Suisinnd)” circled with twelve characters of “4f. and a line
were placed on the center of the plate.

In this paper, we discuss on the characters of these gods and reconstruct the way
of the ceremony according to the textbook 1 /3itfv&S. which represents the way
of a ground-breaking ceremony.



