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Summary

This study is based on investigation and inquiry of death of the aged in a
social nursing home in this country (over 65-year-old men and women), which
was made in terms of social psychology.

Though distinction between our death and life is in general defined by
somatic death, it was proved that, in the case of aged, before the time of their
somatic death, that is, no sooner had they been sent to a nursing home than
they lost not only their sense of serviceability to the society around them but
their interest in human relation to the care-taking staffs in the home. Hence
it turned out that their somatic death fell upon them more abruptly than it
would have otherwise.

The sum of the death rate of the aged accommodated in Baiju-So (a nursing
home for the aged on the outskirts of Ikoma City, Nara Prefecture) had been
researched for 5 years and 7 months from the time of its foundation to March
Ist this year. The research showed that the proportion of the aged who died
for a year after their accommodation in the nursing home amounted to 50%,
which proportion to the total aged is remarkably high.

Various socio-psycho-somatic causes of their death from the time of their
accommodation to the time of their death having been compared with those of
the aged who had been in the home for over 5 years, it was manifested that
there lies obviously ‘the dying process’.

Consequently the research came to a definite conclusion that as above
mentioned, the aged in a nursing home first died socially, then died psychologi-
cally and at last they hurried to subsequent somatic death.
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The fact above mentioned accordingly suggest that importance of the system
for working staffs in nursing homes, the aged social welfare, and counseling
for the old should be recognized.



