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Drama as a means for narrating disaster experiences:
The case of 'Aoi-mori’' theatrical company
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Summary

The present article is the result of a case study of a stage drama, Tnvisible Cat, My Voiceless Self,
written to describe and pass down the experiences of the Great Hanshin Quake in 1995, and performed
by a theatrical company in Kobe, Aoi-mori. The drama has been played more than 270 times and got
over 160 thousands audiences since the first stage in 1997. The purpose is to examine how disaster
experiences are transmitted through this theater drama. f conducted observations on the stage, a depth
interview with a scriptwriter and actors/actresses, and performed content analyses of the written
descriptions by the audiences about their impressions. The results shows that as a means of communi-
cation the drama did not lead to acceptance of the socially and universally-shared meaning of the disas-
ter, but was rather more effective in inducing the audience to "rethink" about the disaster, both person-
ally and practically. For the drama was conceived so that it provides the audience with an ambiguous
and a vaguely defined picture of the disaster, preventing thus people from being too overwhelmed by
common knowledge, and, consequently, a-too rough understanding of the disaster, This function of the
drama was promoted by creating on stage an oppressive but vivid atmosphere, using rumbling live gui-
tar sounds and percussions likely to remind the audience of the ground rumble during the earthquake.








