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Water Hazards of the Nara Basin
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Summary

The people in the Nara Basin have been suffering from water hazards. The author
investigated some characteristics of the flood and drought that are typical water hazards in the
Nara Basin.

The principal findings of this investigation may be summarized as follows:

(1) According to the historicel data from 7 century to 19 century, the flood occured 7.0
times per 100 years and the drought occured 9.5 times per 100 years. Figure 2 shows the
tendency of the historical changes.

(2) The causes of the floods are the heavy rain, the form of the basin and the radiate river
systems. ‘

(3) The causes of the droughts are the little rain and the excessive water use in the paddy
field.

(4) There are many counterplans to the water hazards. The author don’t give all
counterplans in the summary. But, some of them (for example Uketsuzumi dikes and
irrigation ponds) have been existing from the ancient times, and organizing the typical
landscape of the Nara Basin. '



