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The Rebirth of an Earthquake Devastated Village

on Genkai Island in Kyushu, Japan
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Photo, Page A0 Genkai Island Immediately After the Earthquake (March 23, 2005)
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The Rebirth of an Earthquake Devastated Village
on Genkai Island in Kyushu, Japan

Hiroshi Ikeda

O At 1053A.M. on March 20, 2005, the "Fukuoka Prefecture Seiho-oki Earthquake" (M=5.8)
struck the northern part of the island of Kyushu which is in southwestern Japan. A fishing
village of population 700 on the island of Genkai, located offshore near Hakata Bay, sustained
catastrophic damage. A total of 107 of its 214 houses were totally destroyed, and another 46

were severely damaged; not one building escaped some kind of major damage.

O After that, the island's residents and government officials of Fukuoka City, within which the
island is located, undertook discussions about the island's recovery and reconstruction. They
agreed to a plan to remove all of the remaining buildings in the village and build a completely
new settlement, one more resistant to natural disasters and more convenient and comfortable

for the village's aging population, all within three years!

O Three years have now passed. In this paper, the author presents the contents of the plan and
process by which it was developed and decided upon. Color photographs of the settlement
before, during and after construction are included to help clarify what happened in transforming
a quiet fishing village, destroyed by an earthquake, into a modern suburban landscape. This
could serve as a model for post-earthquake recovery in Japan, a country that has experienced

numerous natural disasters and is likely to continue to do so in the future.



