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An Architectural Implication of Taima Mandara in Ancient JAPAN

Hideo Oxapa

Surmmary

Taima mandara has been housed in the Zushi shrine inside the inner sanctuary of
Mandara hall at Taima temple. It has been believed that they were built in Kamakura
period. However, by the new knock down repair work, the fact that the Hall was
rebuilt in 1162 A.D. can be confirmed. Bscause of many old timbers reused among the
structures, a predecessor of the Hall built in early of Heian period could be supposed
architecturally. And still older woods, as the double rainbow beams and the frog's
leg struts in Nara style have been contained also in the structure of the sanctuary.
They have derived from two ancient buildings, simple structure with high pillars,
probably such as a palace.

Although, in 1242 A.D. new doors and renji windows were attached to the Zushi,
with repainting work, it had been originally built in early of Heian period, same as
the pre-Hall. So we can find several traditional works on it, such as embedding of
gold plate cutouts. The Mandara in the Zushi is a copy made in Muromachi period in
truth. The original one, 394.8cm X396.8cm on woven tapestry, that was perhaps made
at the time of T'ang in China, has been kept at the special storage in the temple. It
might be dedicated for a late respectable woman of Taima families, possibly for
“Yamashiro Daibunin”, by my conjecture. She was a mother of the emperor Junnin,
and then was exiled to Awaji island at the political coup d'etat in 764 A.D. of Nara
period.



