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Summary

As in other disiplins, we can find many sociologists argue that the viewpoit of self-organizing
system, self-reference, or self-observation is usuful and necessary in sociology. But we have
few substancial analysis in theory of society based on such a poit of view. In this paper,
the consept of self-description of soclety is considered as an important tool in the analysis of
society focused on perspective of its members. And self-description of society, ss typically
carried out by television, is shown to be faced with difficult problems caused by the fact that
modern society is functionally differenciated and values there do not constitute an integrated
pattern in the clear way. Now the self-description of society is usually carried out by some
big organizations, malnly press and public authorities. In modern soceity, individual persons
are assumed to have freedom of speech, that of expression. But Big organizations in
monopolistic conditions, as usual in nowadays. are not necessarily allowd to behave as they
like, to ensure people to get enough information about various views of public issues and
about several kinds of activities in many differentiated fields. Then there come fairness
doctrin and principle of balancing of several types of programs. As logical problem, however,
this is difficult one. How can we evaluate different values and make them “balance” in front
of their conflicts ? To overcome these difficulties, we may try to put self-descriptions of
society on more individual basis, making use of new technologies to make multi channels of
information possible, though we then have the problem how people get self-description of
society from many, various, and widely distributed sources of information.



