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Group dynamics of bullving in schools
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abstract

Group dynamics of ‘recent bullying’ in schools differs much from that of ‘traditional
bullying.” The basic function of the traditional one was to maintain social order in a .
collectivity (e.g. a classroom or a school) on the basis of relative ‘differences’ among pupils
within the collectivity. In con-trast,.the recent one, which is characterized by (1) complete
disregard for victims, (2) victims in rotation, and (3) arbitrary selection of victims, is a
mechanism for setting absolute ‘differences’ on the boundary of the in-group by excluding the
victims from the collectivity. In other words, the recent bullying should be regarded as
pupils’ excessivé reactions for recovering the ‘differences’, i.e., social order in a classroom
which was lost by over-emphasized school administrations based on an equality principle.
The erase of ‘differences’ in schools induced chidren to be eager to salient ‘differences’
among them. This is the fundamental group dynamics underlying the recent bullying in

schools.



