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... In aman of forty | saw a boy of twelve; and this too without the slightest abatement of
my respect. Because all was so honest and natural, every expression and attitude so
graceful with genuine good-nature, that the marvelous juvenility of Hautboy assumed a sort

of divine and immortal air, like that of some forever youthful god of Greece.O p.2210

gboboobom4o0bobbobobl20b0obooboobooooooboobon
gbooooooobooboboboooooobobobobooobooooobooobooboboon
OO00OO0OC0OOOOOOOOODOODOODOOOOmagicOp22100000000DOOOOOOOO
O0O0O0000000D0000COOCOOO00O0U0OOOOOOOOOODODODDOd magic reproofd
p20 0000000 DO00O00DOO00OOO0OOO0OO0ObLOObOoOOO0OOOobOoObOODboOn
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
gboooooooboobobobooooooboboboboooooooboooboobobon
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
gboooooooboobobobooooooboboboboooooooboooboobobon
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
goooooooboo
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
gboooooooboobobobooooooboboboboooooooboooboobobon
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
gboooooooboobobobooooooboboboboooooooboooboobobon
vboboooooobooboboboooooboobobobobooboobooobooobooboboon
goooooooooboboboooooobobobobobooooooobooboboo
gboooooooboboo

... It was plain that while Hautboy saw the world pretty much as it was, yet he did not
theoretically espouse its bright side nor its dark side. Rejecting all solutions, he but
acknowledged facts. What was sad in the world he did not superficially gainsay; what was
glad in it he did not cynically slur; and all which was to him personally enjoyable, he
gratefully took to his heart. . .0 p.2230
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[ It needed the optical sight of such a man to believe in the possibility of his existence.[}.223[1]
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'For a genius to get rid of his genius is as impossible as for a man in the galloping
consumption to get rid of that

'Ah? You speak very decidedly.

'Yes Standard, cried I, increasing in spleen, 'your cheery Hautboy, after all, is no pattern, no
lesson for you and me. With average abilities; opinions clear, because circumscribed;
passions docile, because they are feeble; a temper hilarious, because he was born to it0 how
can your Hautboy be made a reasonable example to a heady fellow like you, or an ambitious

dreamer like me?'0 p.2240
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O Pressed by Standard, Hautboy forthwith got out his dented old fiddle, and sitting down

on a tall, rickety stool, played away right merrily at "Yankee Doodle' and other off-handed,
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dashing, and disdainfully care-free airs. But common as were the tunes, | was transfixed by
something miraculously superior in the style. . . All my moody discontent, every vestige of

peevishness fled. My whole splenetic soul capitulated to the magical fiddle.O0 p.2260
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O 'Why, haven't you seen him? And didn't you yourself lay his whole anatomy open on the
marble slab at Taylor's. What more can you possibly learn? Doubtless your own masterly
insight has already put you in possession of all.’

0 "You mock me, Standard. There is some mystery here. Tell me, | entreat you, who is
Hautboy?'0 p.2260
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J00O00Db0ODOO0OOobobOobObObOODOoDOgowith genius and without fame, he is happier
thana king(p.2270 000000000 O0ODO OO OO OI More a prodigy now than ever(p.2271]
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O'l have heard your poem was not very handsomely received, said Standard, now
suddenly shifting the subject.

0 "Not a word of that, for Heaven's sake!" cried 1. 'If Cicero, traveling in the East, found
sympathetic solace for his grief in beholding the arid overthrow of a once gorgeous city,
shall not my petty affair be as nothing, when | behold in Hautboy the vine and the rose
climbing the shattered shafts of his tumbled temple of Fame?'

0 Next day | tore all my manuscripts, bought me a fiddle, and went to take regular lessons
of Hautboy.O p.2270]
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O The Fiddler[JJimmy RoselJBartleby 0000000000000 O0OO0O The Works of Herman Melville,
Standard Edition, Vols. 0. 00.0 New YorkO Russell & Russel(] 1963.

0 O Lewis Mumford, Herman Melvillé] London[ Secker & Warburg, 19630 p.162.

0 O William B. Dillingham, Melville's Short Fiction 0 Atheng1The University of Georgia Press, 19770 p.162.

Summary

[0 After the completion of Pierre, or The Ambiguities, Herman Melville turned to short stories for the first
time. In these stories, he no longer deals with the searching exploration of truth straightforwardly as he did
in his preceeding works. Instead, he provided himself with new literary techniques for some short stories,
and thus he leads us into the exploration of truth as a theme required of the reader, not on the part of the
author.

0 The new technical style for some of the post-Pierre short stories seems to have been adopted with
calculated intent to represent heroes as silent and mask-like, and eventually to compel us to explore the true
substance of the heroes and major characters. Consequently, these stories bear ambiguity with a touch of
mystery, allowing for limited comprehension or diverse interpretations.

0 The new creative style seems to have originated in Melville's conclusive recognition of truth indicated
expressly in Pierre, and the style must have been a sarcastic reply to the severest criticism of Pierre at the
time, because attempting to achieve full understanding of stories of this nature is not unlike trying to get a
voice out of silence. The Fiddler is one of the stories which were created in this new style. | intend to

discuss the characteristics of the story and to present my interpretation of it.



