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The interdependent construal of self and ingroup bias
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Summary

The effect that self-knowledge derived from the social identity (Tajfel, 1971) has upon the
ingroup favoritism was experimentally investigated from the viewpoint of the cultural view of self
(Kitayama, 1998) , using the minimal group paradigm. Two variables, namely, (1) situational pres-
sure of apprehensions for others' evaluation (Seike & Takata, 1997) and (2) independence / interde-
pendence personal trait (Takata, Omoto & Seike, 1996) , were examined. These variables constitute
factors that determine whether or not self-knowledge is to be based on social identity in the Japanese
society, where the interdependent self construal is dominant. The two indices of ingroup biases were
(1) reward distributions to ingroup members and (2) evaluations of ingroup members.

The subjects (college students) who perceived evaluation apprehension correctly by the experi-
mental manipulation were conscious of their social identity and evaluated their ingroup members favor-
ably, but suppressed biased reward distribution. On the other hand, subjects who didn't perceive appre-
hension showed considerable ingroup favoritism in both reward distribution and group member evalua-
tion; which is in accordance with many previous studies, No relationship between ingroup biases and
the subjects' independence / interdependence was found with the exception that the high interdepend-
ence or low independence subjects evaluated ingroup members favorably in the condition characterized

by no-apprehension pressure.
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