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~ Social psychology of commemoration and recollection(I):

how people describe a deep loss after the death of a person closest to them?
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Summary

Natural disasters and wars could give a great shock to people because they often bring
the loss of persons closest to them. The death of familiar persons is normally excluded
from their everyday thinking &s what is beyond imagination. As long as it is excluded
from a normal life-world, everything in the world has its own stable identity, i.e.,
meaning. Thus, if it were to occur, everything looks differently and changes its meaning.
We have to attach different identity to each of them 1o reconstruct our life-world. This
reconstruction process is sometimes a heavy burden. Since the deep loss after a death
damages meaning sSystem in a life-world, it is normally difficult, sometimes almost
impossible, to talk how and what we experienced, in other words, to describe every
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element in the experiences with a clear and accurate statement. To put it differently, such
experiences inevitably contain a "blank™ which cannot be approached in terms of narrative
statements. It follows that what people experienced when they looked death in the eve has
to be recorded and to be conveyed to others, when that is worth doing from somepractical
points of view, not only through describing it by words (records), but throughregenerating
the then life-world consisting of the person's bedily and emotional involvement with it,
and some critiéal material beings, i.e., commemorative materials, which he or she faced
at that time (memories).



