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An Interpretation of “Ikite-iru heitai” (A soldier who tried to be human)

Takashi Asapa

Summary

The diversity of the critical judgments passed on “Ikite-iru heitai’”” comes from
its subject matter based on war experiece, and the absence of the anti-war design to
be put the work., These have raised critical issues around the author’s war guilt.
Hence criticisms attempted from ideological standpoints. While we may admit the
significance of ideology in a work of art, there can be another viewpoint.

In the present paper, the writer tries to examine the ideology in a literary work, th:
author’s intention (motif), and an artistic world of its own, which goes beyond the au-

thor’s intention.



