00 0 Mansfield ParkO O O O O 37

Mansfield Park 0 0 OO 0 [

—oobooboooboboobooboon—

googoooog:

Some Matters of Detail from Mansfield Park:
Transparencies in the East Room and Fanny’ s Inquiry on the Slave-trade
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OO00D00OO0O00D0O0O0" schoolroomO OO0 OODOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOOODOO

O Her plants, her books — of which she had been a collector, from the first hour of her
commanding a shilling — her writing desk, and her works of charity and ingenuity, were all
within her reach; — or if indisposed for employment, if nothing but musing would do, she
could scarcely see an object in that room which had not an interesting remembrance
connected with it. (I, 16, pp.151-2, pp.178 C)""
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OO 01 shall go to him (Od Tom) directly and get it over; and when we meet at breakfast we
shall be all in high good humour at the prospect of acting the fool together with such
unanimity. You in the meanwhile will be taking a trip into China, | suppose. How does
Lord Macartney go on? — (opening a volume on the table and then taking up some others)
And here are Crabbe's Tales, and the Idler, at hand to relieve you, if you tire of your great
bookO O (11 1, 16, p.156, p.183C0O
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0 The room was most dear to her, and she would not have changed its furniture for the
handsomest in the house, though what had been originally plain, had suffered all the ill-
usage of children — and its greatest elegancies and ornaments were a faded footstool of

Julia's work, too ill done for the drawing-room, three transparencies, made in a rage for

transparencies, for the three lower panes of one window, where Tintern Abbey held its

station between a cave in Italy, and a moonlight lake in Cumberland; a collection of family

profiles thought unworthy of being anywhere else, over the mantle-piece, and by their side
and pinned against the wall, a small sketch of a ship sent four years ago from the
Mediterranean by William, with H.M.S. Antwerp at the bottom, in letters as tall as the main-
mast. (0, 16, p.152, pp.178-9C)0 0 0 0 0 0 O
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River Wye ... relative Chiefly to Picturesque Beauty, Made in the Summer of the Year17700 O
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0 HeO O Sir ThomasO who had married a daughter to Mr. Rushworth. Romantic delicacy
was certainly not to be expected from him. O 0,0, p.331, p.382C0O
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Five years have past; five summers, with the length
Of five long winters! And | again hear
These waters, rolling from their mountain-springs

With a soft inland murmur. (‘Tintern Abbey’, I-4)
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O Here (= the East Room) she has accumulated a collection of powerfully evocative
mementos: "work-boxes and netting-boxes," "transparencies,” "family profiles" "a small
sketch of a ship sent four years ago from the Mediterranean by William", and so forth (127).
In short, "she could scarcely see an object in that room which had not an interesting

remembrance connected with it".00 Jane Austen and the Romantic Poets, p.570
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Memory functions here in just the way that distinguishes Wordsworth’ s conception of
it from that of the eighteenth century: flatly recording the past, but transforming it,
refiguring it, reinterpreting it, and in particular as | noted in the previous chapter,
redeeming experiences of suffering and loss by recognizing them as part of the texture of

the self and its history. (Jane Austen and the Romantic Poets, p.58)
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[ But | do talk to him more than | used. | am sure | do. Did not you hear me ask him
about the slave-trade last night?” (O, 3, p.198, p.231C)
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0"l suppose | am graver than other people," said Fanny. "The evenings do not appear long
to me. 1 love to hear my uncle talk of the West Indies. | could listen to him for an hour
togetherO O O "(O, 3, p.197, p.230C)
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O 1 did — and was in hopes the question would be followed up by others. It would have

pleased your uncle to be inquired of farther. (O ,3, p.198, p.231C).
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JOooOoooooOogol could listen to him for an hour together1 O ,0, p.197, p.230CI 0 0 O
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O People also associated Cowper with the abolitionist cause, so that reference in the novels
O O to him could be associated by readers at the time with his passionate abolitionist views.
O O (Jane Austen in the Context of Abolition, p.136)
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000000 My ear is pained.

My soul is sick with every day's report

Of wrong and outrage with which earth is fill'd.

There is no flesh in man's obdurate heart,

It does not feel for men

oobooonooooogoo

He finds his fellow guilty of a skin

Not colour'd like his own, and having pow'r

T'inforce the wrong, for such a worthy cause

Dooms and devotes him as his lawful prey. (The Task, Il. 5-15)
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That Britannia, renown'd o'er the waves

For the hatred she ever has shown
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To the black-sceptred rulers of slaves,

Resolves to have none of her own.[T] "'The Morning Dream'd
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0000000000000 00000D0DOD0OO Jane Austen in the Context of Abolition,
p.141M

O O 1 own I am shock'd at the purchase of the slaves,
gooooboogo
| pity them greatly, but | must be mum,
For how could we do without sugar and rum?
Especially sugar, so needful we see?

What? Give up our desserts, our coffee, and tea![1] 'Pity for Poor Africans'd
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O Her eagerness, her impatience, her longings to be with them, were such as to bring a line
or two of Cowper's Tirocinium for ever before her. — "With what intense desire she wants
her home," was continually on her tongue, as the truest description of a yearning which

she could not suppose any school-boy's bosom to feel more keenly.00 O, 14, p.431 p.49900 O
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Summary
g

O In Mansfield Park, Jane Austen carefully selects and skilfully employs her subjects even in the smallest
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matter of detail. 1 will focus on two details — three transparencies on the window panes of the East room
(vol. O, chapter 16) and Fanny's inquiry on the slave-trade in Antigua (vol.0 , chapter 3) — and explore why

and how such trivial matters are woven into this most serious masterpiece.

O It is believed that the three transparencies — Tintern Abbey, an Italian cave, and a moonlight lake in
Cumberland — show some of the former days' craze for 'picturesque’ scenes. But do they not represent the
heroine's 'Romantic' literary tastes as well as her ‘romantic' character? The possibility of one of
transparencies implying Wordsworth's "Tintern Abbey' will be discussed.

0 Fanny's bold inquiry on the slave-trade reflects the author's keen interest in the problem of slavery.
Recent studies show that William Cowper, Austen's favourite poet, and Samuel Johnson, her favourite
essayist, were in fact keen abolitionists.

0 This paper depends on two standard texts of Jane Austen's works, The Novels of Jane Austen (Oxford
edition), published in 1933, and the new Cambridge Edition of the Works of Jane Austen , published in 2005.
On the transparencies and the slave-trade, the new Cambridge edition includes helpful notes, whereas the

Oxford edition gives none.



