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Summary

Kanbara Plain, the lowest and wettest part of the Niigata Plain, is product of
Sinano River and Agano River, This alluvial plain with many lagoons was almost
reclaimed in Edo period, however, the poorly drained condition of paddy field could
not be solved before the development of water control! and land improvement in the
20 th century. So far there were so many reports about land improvement. But it
has been almost ignored that the study about the poorly drained farming system of
smallholders’ from the viewpoint of agricultural techniques.

The present report aims at describing the farming system in Endo Village (Nishi-
Kanbara county) as a case study. The outline will be described below.

1. The life space of Endo Village divides into seven parts (Fig. 2, 3), that is,
Yashiki (house), Uchitsuke (nursery bed, paddy-sheaf-rack and kitchen garden), Ta

(paddy field), Yachi (reed growing meadow), Nema (Zizania latlifolia growing
lowland) and Kata (lagoon).

2. A poorly drained paddy field consists of three types; Noma-fa or yachi-da
(reclaimed paddy field from Noma or Yachi), Horiage-ta (digged up paddy field in
order to raise the level of rice field), Dobu-ta (permanent muddy field). Each type
has different agricultural techuniques and land forms (Table 3). A particularly
interesting point is the usage of muddy soil (Gomi). It is used with the object of
raising the level of paddy fields, the fertilizer of rice and the promotion of humifi-
cation of Noma-ta or Yachi-ta,

3. The agricultural techuniques are tightly combined with the land tenure system
Kenmae (a kind of land distribution regulation) and peculiar tennant custom.



