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Analysis of distribution of population and activity in space-time
in a city : a case study of Himeji and Osaka
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Summary

The present paper treats distributions of population and their activities in a
space-time of 24 hours in a contemporary Japanese cities. The cases of Himeji
and Osaka are analysed. To describe the spatial-temporal distributions, data
from person-trip survey are used.

Spread of daytime (outdoor) activities into the night which M. Melbin called
‘colonization of time' is examined. Four parts which have much larger popula-
tion in the daytime than at night are selected and the change of their popula-
tion in 24 hours are displayed. Then attention was payed on the transition
from daytime into midnight. It was pointed out that in the CBDs there are
long periods of transition while that of industrial districts are short in time.
It was also found that even within the CBDs there is variety between office
areas and retail-amusement areas. The transition periods of the latter are
longer than the former and involve large part of discretionary activities.



