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“An appeal of Hayama'’s literary works”

Takashi Asapa

This essay consists of the record of a lecture meeting on Hayama Yoshiki's literary works,
which was held in Nakatsugawa City in Gifu prefecture on October 18th 1397 to commemorate
the anniversary of his death.

Yamaguchi Village in Nagano prefecture is located next to Nakatsugawa, where Hayama
lived his last years. Not a few locals were acquainted with the late Hayama while he was
alive, and a monument to the memory of Yoshiki Hayama was raised in the village by those
who were moved and influenced by him and his works. Nowadays this memorial have come
to represent a spirit of the local reformists. Last year, a book entitled “Selections from
Yoshiki Hayama’s short stories” was published by those who were concerned with the
monument. This lecture meeting was also organized by the locals.

In the lecture, I lectured on an appeal of Hayama'’s literary works from five point of view,
that is; Hayama's description of children, that of the human being, that of nature (his idea
towards nature), style and his way of thinking.

Hayama describes children vividly and lovingly in his works. However their parents are
workers who were always in danger of their lives because of dangerous works they have to
engage in, so the children who look happy apparently also live with invisible anxiety in the
future. The workers are poor and always in danger. Moreover systematic exploitation of this
society is there as if to reinforce the danger of their life. If the parents were made victims of the
exploiting structure, their children who once looked happy would instantly fall into a
miserable life.

“Hayama literature” appeals humanity to the readers sensuously without resort to

theories.






