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Volunteer activities by established organization members
after the Great Hanshin Earthquake — Hearing survey reports

. Ichiro Yarsuzura
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Summary

A number of volunteer groups, which sprang up after the Great Hanshin Earthquake to help
victims of the killer earthquake, were sustained not only by spontaneous volunteers who rushed
there individually but by members of established organizations. They came from established
organizations, such as (a) industrial organizations, (b) semi-governmental non-profit foundations,
and (c) non-governmental organizations. To give an outline of the movement, and to clarify the
backgrounds of it, intensive interviews were conducted with participants in the organized relief
activities. The results showed that an social condition which was necessary to the effective

volunteer activities had been ready before the earthquake in Japan.






