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Summary

Lakatos' methodolegy of scientific research programmes appraises research programmes. It
distinguishes between progressive programmes and degenerating ones. In ‘Falsification and
the Methodology of Scientific Research Programmes’ , Lakatos advises us to work on a
progressive programme and to eliminate a degenerating programme. But after that he changes
his thought. In ‘History of Science and its Rational Reconstructions’ and ‘Replies to
Critics', he says that it is rational to adhere to a degenerating programme. He maintains
that he cannot advise us not to work on a degenerating programme, because any badly
outstripped programme may come back some day. But a degenerating programme has mere
possibility of recovery. It has nc certainty or even no probability of recovery. The future
promises of research programmes are not even. Therefore it seems unreasonable to claim that
one cannot give advice not to stick to a degenerating programme.

Lakatos’ sole advice is that one should be honest. He says that the only thing one must
not do is to deny the poor public record of his programme. I think however that this
honesty lacks substance. One has to not only acknowledge the defect of his programme, but

also work on it with the intention of improving it and overtaking its rival programme.






