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Summary

0 The focus of this study was to examine the transition of gender (sex-role) stereotypes for the last twenty
years. Different sample of about 2000 college students (about the half was female) participated in 1970s and
1990s. Data were collected in 1970s and 1990s. The questionnaires consisted of two types of constrained
word association test. These tests asked subjects in each group to produce personality traits adjectives
associated with each of fifty adjectives that represent typical personality traits in Japanese culture in 1970s.
The first type of test asked to make association from the view point of male gender role.The second from the
view point of female gender role. Subjects in each group were also asked to clasify each of the fifty stimulus
words into male stereotyped traits, female stereotyped ones, both male and female ones, or neither. Main
results showed a slight but remarkable differences between 1970s and 1990s. (1) Number of stimulus
words into male or female gender stereotypes was smaller in 1990s than 1970s. (2) Nineteen seventies'
contents were more typically stereotyped than those of 1990s. (3) Contents of associated responses in the
1970s' data were more typically stereotyped than in those of 1990s. (4) Japanese college students in recent

years less distinctively recognize typical personality traits as male or female stereotyped traits in Japan.



