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On Tsurezuregusa (Essays in Idleness) in Fumi Library:

The comparison of the illustrations with other works

Kimiko SHIODE

Tsurezuregusa (Essays in Idleness) in Fumi Library, consisting of five volumes, is an illustrated manuscript called
by the name of Nara-ehon (a type of illustrated narrative book or scroll consisting mainly of short folk tales) . The text
leads from Karasuma-bon, one of the relatively authentic texts. Each volume includes fifteen illustrations, so there are
seventy-five in all, which is the second largest number among the versions in Nara-ehons known at present, next to
Hosa library version.

This resume presents the outline of Fumi Library version first, then compares its illustrations with those of three other
works: Nagusamigusa, a commentary of Tsurezuregusa published in 1652 ; Hosa library version ; and another version
presented by Mr. Tamotsu Ariyoshi in 2006. This comparison will lead you to the conclusion as follows:

The illustrations of Nagusamigusa precede those of the three other works. That is, Nagusamigusa is the source of the
others. But you cannot suppose a direct transcription relationship between them because each work has its own character.

Regarding the respective characteristics of the works, a few indications are shown.
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