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The Historical Study of Ungen-saishiki

Miyuki Kurrra

Summary

Ungen-saishiki or Ungen coloring is a type of coloring technique in which several gradation
of colorl), each colors2) have lighter step to darker step, are placed side by side for the
stereoscopic effect or splendid decoration.

This technique, originally from China, applied to Buddhist paintings, temples, statues, and
alter parapherrnalia3) in Nara and Heian period (7~10C) mainly.

In Japan this Ungen changed in its outline color, combination of color, the sort (type) of
Ungen and the effect of those coloring in each period from the beginning of Ungen technique
(Asuka-Hakuho period, end of 6C) through the end of it (Kamakura period, 11C).








