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Summary

The author’s object is to examine the rent theory in “An Inquiry into the
Nature and Causes of Wealth of Nations” by Adam Smith, from the view point
of the spatial recognition of it. The results obtained are as follows :

1. There are many economic geographical descriptions which seem to
explain the actual examples of economic activities, but those are just to suit
the occasion.

2. There are two products of land : one always affords rent, and the other
sometimes does, and in other cases does not afford rent. The product of the
former is food and that of the latter is clothing and lodging.

3. The condition which affords rent is whether the producing district is
involved in the advanced frontier effected by market price which is supported by
increasing demand, or not. But the concept of transfer cost is not enough to
explain this principle. Adam Smith takes actually the input labour instead of the
concept of transfer cost. So, the change of transfer cost shows the change of
input labour with the distance from market (Fig.1). Thus, We can recognize the
rent gradient with the distance from market, which is shown in Fig. 1.

4, The author tries to show two kinds of way how to delimit the land use,
based on that rent gradient. First is the case of the competition of each landuse.
In this case, with the increase of the square of corn-field, the height of rent is
strigent to C; which is the point of intersection of the decreasing line of the
rent of corn-field and the increaing line of improved pasture, in the first stage.
In the next stage, the height of rent is stringent to C, which is the point of
intersection of the decreasing line of C; and the increasing line of the rent of
unimproved pasture (Fig.2). Second is the case of successive rise of rent of
comn-field which is supported by the increase of population (Fig. 3-1), In this
case, each rent rises with time (Fig. 3-2), then, R4 (rent of com-field) is larger
than R, (rent of improved pasture), and R, is larger than R, (rent of
unimproved pasture)(Fig. 3-3). So, the zoning of each land use is shown in Fig.
3.4, in which the rent gradient is formed being crossed by transfer cost of one
in Fig. 1.

5. Thus, we can find and recognize the spatial idea in the rent theory hy
Adam Smith, and he is found to be the pioneer leading to the location theory of
agriculture by von Thiinen.



