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The Structure of Communication

——On the relationship between the sign and the medium——
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Summary

This paper presents the outline of the theory of communication. By communication
1s meant the exchange of message, and the communication study is the exploration
in signs.

Since a sign becomes what it is only when it is perceived and manipulated by
the human being, the essence of communication consists in the fact that the human
being is constructed by its body. The sign defines the realm of the inter — per-
sonal communication on the one hand, and the intra-personal communication on the
other ; i.e. there are those signs used with media and those used without them.
Accordingly, the sign can exist by itself, but the medium cannot exist apart from
the sign which makes it a medium.

The general relationship between the sign and the medium is stated above. The
medium as well as the sign is to be classified according to its relationship with
the human body. In other words, it mediates the social space within which the sign
can function on three different levels : the human bodiliness itself, its body, and
the objects around it.
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