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The views of self in the Chinese Culture:
Comparison with Japanese Culture
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Summary

Based on the theory of Markus & Kitayama’s (1991) independent and interdependent
construal of self, a scale for measuring individual differences in terms of "view of self” was
developed, and administered to the Japanese and Chinese adult participants. A remarkable
difference was found between the two groups although they share common Asian cultural
background. Japanese distinguished * dogmatism’ from ’individuality’ in the case of the
independent construal. On the contrary, Chinese did not regard these two components as
discriminable. Furthermore, Japanese tended to be less independent than their Chinese
counterparts.



