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Summary

This paper, as a report following to Saito (1997), tries to ellucidate the interplay between
economic institutions and the beliefs concerning efficiency and inequality. Data used in the
analysis were obtained from the surveys conducted in three Asian nations under different types
of economic rigime—i.e., Japan, China, and Vietnam. The result showed the followings: by
stratified cluster analysys of the allocation beliefs, three, four, and five clusters were found in
Japan, China, and Vietnam, respectively: beliefs about inequality’ s impact on efficiency played a
crucial role in crystallizing Chinese and Vietnamese consciousness, but not Japanese’s;
“winners” of the society preferred competitive allocation system; Doi Moi in Vietnam had such a
paradoxical impact on the Vietnamese allocation beliefs that more socialist North is more
“capitalistic” while more capitalist South being more egalitarian; Chinese economic reform had a
“straightforward” impact on its people, as found in Saito(1997).



