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1.Introduction

ImaginetwocollegestudentsinJapanaretalkinggossipabouttherelationshipbetween

theirfriendXandX'sprofessorY.TheysometimesmentionX'sandY'sblood-typessince

theycommonlybelievein"blood-typetheory,"akindoffolktheoryonthepossible

relationshipbetweenblood-typesandpersonalities.Forexample:

"XandProf
.YsquabbledloudlyinY'sseminaragain.Theyseemnottogetalongwith

eachother.""Iknowthereason.X'sblood-typeisB,butY'sisA""Oh,thatisit.As

youknow,B-typepersonsarelikelytobeselfishandhavelittleconcernforothers.By

contrast,A-typepersonsemphasizesocialnormsandcustoms.Thetheorysaysthesetwo

typesareoftenincompatible.Ithinkthat'sthereason."

Theabovesampleconversationshowsthefollowingthreemajorcharacteristicsofthe

theory:First,blood-typetheoryisusedinJapanesesocietyasa"lubricatingoil"which

helpssmoothprogressofeverydaydiscourse.Whentwopeoplemeetforthefirsttime,they

sometimesrefertotheirownandpartner'sblood-typesasoneofthepassableandharmless

topicsindailyconversationjustasBritishpeopletalkaboutweather.Forexample,ina

universityseminarfreshmenoftenincludetheirblood-typeinformationasafactorfor

theirself-introductoryremarks,alongwiththeirages,hobbies,placesofbirth,andthe

like.Itshouldbenotedherethatpeoplebringupthetheoryincasualsettings,butrarely

resorttoitwhentheyreallymakecriticaldecision,whentheydecidewhomtheymarry,or
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whomtheyrecruitfortheworkforce,forexample.

Secondly,blood-typingnormallyfunctionsasaconvenientandusefullaytheory

providingpracticalandhelpfulexplanationsorinterpretationsforvariouseverydaysocial

andpersonalmatters.Forexample,thetheorycouldgiveatentativeandquickanswerto

thefollowingquestions.WhyamItooshytomakefriendseasily?WhydidMr.Xhavea

fightagainsthisbossagain?WhyisMs.Yalwaysstrictaboutdresscodeather

workplace?Peopleneedquickanswersforthesequestionstoknowwhatgoesaroundthem

andtoknowwhatshouldbedoneaboutit.Blood-typetheory,althoughitsscientific

validityandreliabilityhasnotbeenconfirmedyet,isoftenadoptedasasignificanttoolin

dailythinkingtomakesenseofeverydaysociallife.

Thirdly,itisclearthatblood-typetheoryiswidelyacceptedinJapanesesociety.

Otherwise,itwouldnotbeacommondeviceineverydayconversationasshowninthe

exampleabove,wherethetwoparticipantsseemtoshareawiderangeofcommon

knowledgeaboutthetheory.Asweshowbelow,blood-typetheorybecamecommonin

1970'sandisstillquitepopular.Now,aconsiderablenumberofpeople,especiallyamong

youngergeneration,knowmuchaboutblood-typetheory,andenjoyapplyingittointerpret

whatgoesaroundthem.But,whathastobenoticedhereisthatblood-typetheorydoesnot

necessarilyprovidelogicallyconsistentscientificknowledgebutpracticallyuseful

frameworktotalkaboutpersonalitiesorhumanrelationsininformalsettings.Inother

words,peoplejustknowpracticalandpopularmethodforunderstandinghumancharacters

orhumanrelationsintermsofthetheoryineverydayconversation.Theyknowneitherall

thecomplicateddetailsofthetheorynorthelong-termphysio-psychologicalcontroversy

overitsvaliditywithintheacademicworld.

Thispapershows,fromtheperspectiveofsocialrepresentationtheory(Moscovici,1984;

Yamori,2000),howandwhythetheory,originatedinpsychologicalworksbyaJapanese

educationalpsychologistinthe1920'sandlimitedwithinspecialists,waspublicizedand

integratedintodailyknowledgesincethe1970's.First,wesummarizesomeofthemain

assertionsofthetheory.Second,weoutlinethehistoryofthetheoryandindicatehow

widelyitisacceptedbyJapanesepeople.Finally,thesocialpsychologicalprocess,through

whichthetheoryhasbeenwidelyaccepted,isdiscussedfromthestandpointofsocial

representationtheory.

II.Mainassertionsofblood-typetheory

Weneednotgointominordetailsofblood-typetheory.Thisispartlybecauseitwould

requireanotherpapertolistupeverydetailofthetheory,andbecauseourpurposehereis
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nottoexamineitsreliabilityorvalidity,buttodiscussthesocialpsychologicalprocess

throughwhichthetheoryhasbeenintegratedintoeverydaythinkingtoformaninfluential

folktheoryregardlessofitsreliability.Furthermore,asisoftenthecasewithfolk

theories,blood-typingisnotnecessarilyconstitutedofclearpropositionsbutofambiguous

statements,andsometimesdiffersconsiderablydependingonbooksandwriters.Itiseven

ever-changingaspeopleuseitovertime.

Themaincharacteristicsofblood-typetheoryaresummarizedbyNomi(1971)as

follows.Blood-typesofhumanbeingsbasicallycanbeclassifiedintothefollowingfour

typesbasedonthecharacteristicsofredbloodcells:A,B,O,andABtypes.Itisestimated

thatthedistributionofJapanesepeopletoeachtypeis40%forA,30%forO,20%forB,

and10%forABtype.Thedistributionhasbeenfoundtobedifferentacrosscultures.

Moreover,basicpersonalitiessystematicallydifferamongbloodtypes.A-typepersonsare

normallyconsiderateabouteverything,preferpeacefulhumanrelations,slowtotrust,

nervous,observesocialrulesandcustoms,regardsocialorderasimportant,andrefrain

fromactionandexpression.B-typepersonsarebasicallyegoistic,selfish,dislike

restrictions,goones'ownway,andlikenon-stereotypedactionandthinking.Theyarealso

self-consciousanddon'tcareofsocialrulesandcustoms.O-typepersonsarelikelytobe

big-hearted,intensive,stronglypurpose-oriented,andconsciousofpowerrelationship.

Theyknowhowtotakechances,anddisliketobesubordinate.AB-typepersonsareusually

two-sided,goodcriticandanalyst,thinkrationally,andfeeldistantfromsociety.

Inaddition,affinityorcompatibilitybetweentwopersonswiththesameordifferent

blood-types,andvocationalaptitudeofeachofblood-typepersonshaveoftenbeendealt

withinthetheory.Totakeafewexamples,B-typepersonsaregenerallypooratgetting

alongwithothersinagroup,especially,withA-typepersons,sincetheformerseekstheir

ownwaywhilethelatterdonotlikedestroyinggroupharmony.Mostofwell-performed

leadersinvariousfields,e.g.,inabusiness,political,oreducationalworld,areO-type

personssincetheyaresuperiortoothertypepersonsintermsofbehavingactivelyand

takingstronginitiativeinagroup.AB-typepersonsaremoresuitableforprofessionaljobs

thatneedscreativethinkingorasparkofgenius,butdonotshowmuchaptitudeforthe

jobsthatrequiresteadyandconstanteffort.

皿.History

Blood-typetheorycanbetracedbacktothepaper,"Blood-typesandtemperament(in

Japanese),"writtenbyDr.TakejiFurukawa,whichappearedin"JapaneseJournalof

Psychology"in1927.HegraduatedfromTokyoUniversity(education)andbecamea
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teacherinaseniorhighschool.Heconductedsomecasestudieswithabout350subjectsand

proposedthatblood-typesandbasicpersonalitiesrelatewitheachother,arguingthatB-

andO-typepersonsaremoreactive,andA-andAB-typepersonsaremorepassive.

Theimpactofthestudywasnotminorbothinpositiveandnegativesenses.Onone

hand,Furukawa'sworkwashighlyevaluatedandpublishednotonlyinsomeofJapanese

academicjournalsbutalsointheU.S.(JournalofSocialPsychology,1,494-509,1930),and

inGermany(ZeitschriftfurAngewandtePsychologie,31,271-299,1928).Italsoledtoa

largenumberoffollow-upstudiesinJapan,usingawidevarietyofsamples.Somepeople

furtherattemptedtoapplyittoafewpracticalfields,e.g.,schooleducationandarmed

forces.However,ontheotherhand,histheorywasnotnecessarilyconfirmedempirically

bysomeofthefollow-upstudies.Aconsiderablenumberofphysiciansandpsychologists

criticizedit.Thetheorywasgraduallyregardedasafakeoramisleadingonehavingno

sufficientscientificgrounds.Finally,Furukawa'stheoryofblood-typinghadbeen

discardedforaslongas45yearsafteritsflourishingperiodin1930's.

Afteralongintervalofthe45years,blood-typetheorysuddenlyreemergedwitha

famousbestandlongsellerbook,titled,"Howcanyouknowyourpersonality

compatibilitybyyourblood-type?"ThebookwaswrittenbyMasahikoNomiin1971.

Whatisimportantisthattherevivalofthetheorywasseeminglyrealizednotby

elaboratingfurtherthetheoryitselfbutbyjustplayingitdowntothepopulartaste.In

otherwords,Nomi(1971)didnotreexaminethetheorywithscientificstrictnessbutjust

addedmodernandcatchytastestoit.Specifically,heandhissuccessorsappliedthetheory

toafieldoffortune-tellingordivination.Blood-typetheory,revivedbyNomi,provided

peoplewithacompactknowledgeabouthumancharactersorpersonalities,andaffinity

divinationofhumanrelationships,male-femalerelationships,forexample.While

Furukawa'soriginalinterestwasfocusedonpossiblerelationsbetweenblood-typesand

ethnicorprofessiongroups,thebrand-newversionofblood-typetheoryshiftedto

individualdifferencesoreverydayhumanrelationships.

SatoandWatanabe(1996)provideuswithahelpfuloverviewontherecentdevelopment

ofthetheoryasacommonlyheldbeliefsystem.Theydividedtherecenttwenty-fiveyears

from1971to1996intothefollowingfourphasesintermsofhowthetheoryisconsidered

bypeople.Inthefirstphase,i.e.,from1971to1980,thenewversionofblood-typetheory

appearedandspreadacrossthecountry.AninstigatorwasNomi'sbook.Heestablisheda

voluntaryassociation,called"ABOfanclub,"in1979inordertoinvitepeopletolearn

aboutthetheoryandspreaditquickly.Alotofrelatedbooksandmagazineswere

publishedalthoughmostofthemwerenotforprofessionalreaders,butforgeneralreaders,

e.g.,weeklymagazines,tabloidpapers,oneofthepaperbackseriesforteenagers.
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Inthesecondphase,i.e.,from1981to1984,0nonehand,thefadforthetheorycaughton

andsweptthewholecountry.Forexample,thetheorywasmuchmorepopularizedand

commercialized.Manygoodsandservices,suchasfortune-tellingbyblood-types,T-shirts,

candies,andevencondoms,weresoldjumpingonthebandwagon.Blood-typeT-shirts,for

example,havefourdesigns,eachofwhichwassaidtobethebestfitforeachofblood-type

persons.However,ontheotherhand,thefadwasgraduallygoingdownhill.SomeTV

stationsbeganacampaignagainstthecarelessandimprudentuse,andmisuseofthe

theory.Asaresultofthismisuse,somepeoplewererejectedoutofthegrouporbulliedin

schoolsbasedontheirblood-type.

Thethirdphase,i.e.,from1985to1989,wasan"incubation"periodforthetheory

accordingtoSato&Watanabe(1996).Aconsiderablenumberofcriticsexpressed,based

onempiricaldata,againstthetheoryinmagazinesandTVprograms.Peoplelostinterests

inthetheory;theboomwascoolingdownduringtheperiod,butfaithinthetheorydidnot

dieoutcompletely.

Inthefourthphase,whichrangesfrom1990to1996,thetheorycametolifeagainwith

whatwascalled"theboominpopularpsychology(orpopularsciences,ingeneral)."The

secondcrazeduringthisperiodwascharacterizedbythecontroversybetweenpopular

psychologistsorpopularsciencewritersandorthodoxpsychologists,physicians,or

biologists.Theformerpublishedalargenumberofpopularandintroductorypsychology

books,convertingtactfullyscientificfindingsintopopularknowledge,fitineveryday

thinking.They,moreover,aimedatmakingscientificknowledgeintelligibleandaccessible

tocommonpeople.Blood-typetheorywasalsore-introducedfollowingarelated

`seemingly'psychologicalknowledgeorabackground .Thelatter,onthecontrary,

continuedtoprovidescientificdatatodeny;oratleast,todiscreditthetheorywithin

orthodoxacademicwork,arguingthatpersonalitycannotbeeasilytypecastedor

categorizedmerelybasedontheperson'sblood-type.Logicalandempiricalleapinthe

former'sworkwasalsoseverelycriticizedbythelatter.

IV.HowpopularisbloodtypetheoryinJapan?

Inthefollowingsectionwewouldliketoprovidesomequantitativedatademonstrating

thatblood-typetheoryinJapanisquitewidespreadandprevalent.First,aconsiderable

numberofbooksaboutthetheoryhavebeenpublished,andsomeofthemevenbecame

best-sellingbooks.Totakeanexample,Nomi'sfirstbook,asmentionedabove,hasbeen

edited25times;andtheauthorpublishedalso150therbooksaboutbloodtypingbeforehis

deathin1981.HissonToshitakaNomisucceededhisfather'sworkandpublishedfour
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booksjustin1996.Figurelindicatesthefluctuationsinthenumberofnewly-published

booksandmagazinearticlesincludingtheterm,"bloodtype,"intheirtitles(Mizoguchi,

1994).Figurelreflectsclearlythefourphasesdiscussedabove.Furthermore,itis

noteworthythatnotonlyJapanesemassmediabutalsoU.S.mediacoveredthetopic.For

example,"NewsWeek(April,1,1985),"and"WashingtonPost(Dec.29,1995)"have

criticallyreportedonthegreatenthusiasmforthetheoryinJapan,titled,"typecastingby

blood."

journalarticles-一 一一一一一一books
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Secondly,agreatamountofresearchhasconfirmedthefactthataconsiderablenumber

ofJapanesepeople,especiallyinyoungergenerations,areinterestedinthetheory,and

stronglybelieveinitsbasictenets,i.e.,thelinkagebetweenpersonalitiesandbloodtypes.

Sato&Watanabe(1992),forexample,reviewedmorethan10relatedsurveydata,

reportingthatapproximately60%of1185respondentsansweredthattheyareinterestedin

theblood-typetheory.Takuma&Matsui(1985)showedthatabout40%ofmaleand60%

offemalecollegestudentsbelievethatpersonalitiessystematicallydiffersdependingonthe

bloodtypes.Further,morethan80%offemalecollegestudentsrepliedthattheyenjoy

referringtothetheoryindailylife(Kamise&Matsui,1991).Theauthorconducteda

supplementalquestionnairesurveyin2000showingthatmorethan60%femaleandmore

than50%universitystudentsbelievedinblood-typetheory.

Finally,theincreasingnumberofanti-bloodtypingstudiesinphysio-psychologyand
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socialpsychologyironicallydemonstratestheamazingpopularityofthetheorysincethese

attemptswerenotmadeoutsideofthefadbutcomposedasignificantinternalpartofit.

Thefirstattackonthetheoryappearedasearlyasin1973.Itwasinamagazinearticle

titled,"lspersonalityreallydeterminedbybloodtypes?"appearedinasciencemagazine,

"KagakuAsahi
."Afterthat,manyphysio-psychologistsandsocialpsychologists

attemptedtoshowthedeficiencyandpitfallofthetheoryinsometechnicaljournals.Sato

&Watanabe(1992)listedasmanyas80relatedscientificpapers,whichwerepublished

from1985to1992,toarguethetheoryintheircomprehensivereviewpaper.Thisnumber

aloneissufficienttoshowthefactthatblood-typetheorywasanabsorbingand

controversialtopicinJapaneseacademicworldofpsychologyaroundtheyearof1990.

Somestudiescontinuedtoinvestigatethemainassertionofthetheorydirectly(e.g.,

Ohmura,1990),somepointedoutatmethodologicalproblemsofpopularpsychological

thinking(e.g.,Matsui,1994),andothers,suchasSakamoto(1995),focusedoncognitive

biasthroughwhichpeoplewereinducedtotrustthetheorywithoutcarefulinspectionofthe

theoryandwithoutanunderstandingofitsscientificbases.

V.Blood-typetheoryassocialrepresentations

ItisclearfromwhatIhavediscussedabovethatblood-typetheoryisanewpseudo-

scientificfolktheorywhichgainedmuchpopularityespeciallyinthe80-90'sinJapan,and

thatthetheoryhasprovidedforthepublicanewwayofunderstandingpersonality

differencesandhumanrelations.Thus,themostimportantquestiontoberaisedhereis

whythetheorywasneededduringthisperiodinJapan.Inotherwords,whydidpeople

introduceandintegratethisnewandseeminglyscientifictheoryintheireverydaythinking?

Moscovici(1984)proposedthatanewsocialrepresentationisgeneratedandelaborated

whenasocietyencounterstheunfamiliar,whichcannotbeunderstoodbypre-existing

representation.Thenewsocialrepresentationservestodomesticatetheunfamiliar,andto

makeitintelligible.ThispropositionbyMoscovicisuggeststhatJapanesepeopleduring

the80-90'smighthavefacedsomethingunfamiliaroruncommoninprivateandsociallife

thatcouldnotbedealtwiththenprevailingwaysofunderstandingofpersonality

differencesorhumanrelations.Otherwise,peoplecouldgetalongwithothersasinthepast

justrelyingonthepre-existingandmorefamiliarknowledge.Whatisthissomethingnovel

andunfamiliarthathappenedinJapanesesocietyduringthe80-90's?

Sincetheearly60's,Japanesesocietyhaschangedrapidlyinvariousaspectsthroughthe

recoveryprocessesaftertheWorldWarII.Therapideconomicgrowthledto

overpopulationinurbanareaandruraldepopulationtomeetanimmensedemandforlabor
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force.ThisphenomenondestroyedJapanesetraditionalhumannetworkwhichwasbasedon

largeorextendedfamilyandclosedlocalcommunitywherepeoplewerecloselyinterwoven

formingarelativelysmallhumannetwork.Inthiskindoflocalcommunities,peoplewere

quitewellknowntoeachother.Therewaslittleneedtoexplorestranger'spersonalitiesand

toreachmutualunderstanding,sincetheywerealready"familiar"toeachother.

Moreover,peoplehadrelativelyalittlechancetomeet"unfamiliar"andunknown

strangers.

Therapideconomicgrowthduringthe60'sandtheearly70'sdramaticallychangedthe

situation.Old-fashionedlocalcommunitieswerereplacedbyamodernsocietycomposedof

anumberofnuclearfamiliesandsinglehouseholds,especiallyinurbanareas.This

movementrapidlyfreedpeoplefrompreviousyokeoftraditionalhumannetworks

sustainedbypatriarchyfamilyorfeudalregionalcommunity.However,tolookatthe

phenomenondifferently,thisfreedomrequiredpeopletobuildupabrand-newhuman

networkontheirowninsteadofsimplysucceedingandrelyinguponconventionalone.Since

thisnewsocietywascomposedofmany"unfamiliar"andisolatedindividuals,peoplewere

likelytoencounterstrangerscontinually,andwereforcedtocreateanewrelationshipwith

themfromthefirstmeeting,iftheyintendedtohavecontactwiththem.Thiscouldhappen

invarioussettings,fromaneasygoingsituationtoamoreseriousone,e.g.,whenmaking

friendsinschool,lookingforaboyorgirlfriend,orareliablebusinesspartnerina

workplace.

Inmyview,thissituationproducedastrongdriveforpeopletolookforanewfolk

knowledge,i.e.,anewsocialrepresentation,withwhichtheycouldevaluateandunderstand

the"unfamiliar"others.Blood-typetheoryprovidedpeople,especially,thoseinyounger

generations,withatrustworthyandcompact"manual"toenterintothe"unfamiliar"

others.

Thisinterpretationissupportedbythefactthatnotonlyblood-typingbutalsonotafew

othertoolsandtechniqueswhichservedthesamepurposegotmuchpopularityamong

youngpeopleduringthesamedecade.Forexample,fortune-tellingoroffinity-telling

methodsintermsofreadingone'spalm,horoscope,onomancy,etc.,simultaneouslybecame

alsoapopularfadduringthe80-90's.Thesepredictivetechniquesormethodsshareseveral

characteristics.First,allofthemassumeseveral(fromfouratminimumto12at

maximum)categoriestoclassifyhumanpersonalitiesortoevaluatetheaffinitybetween

eachpairofthesecategories.Second,theyareapparently"fortune-telling"methodsto

predictthe"future",andmostofthemare,atthesametime,usedpracticallyto

understandtheunfamiliarothersatthe"present,"andtojustifyorrationalizewhathad

beendoneinthe"past,"e.g.,thefightonehadwithothersornegligencetoaparticular
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person.Thus,itcanbeconcludedthatalmostallofthesemethodshavefunctioned

effectivelyasafolkknowledgesystem,i.e.,asocialrepresentation ,withwhichpeople

makeeverydaylifemeaningfulandintelligible .

Somenationwideopinionsurveysshowthatfaithinreligiousandspiritualmatters

amongyoungerpeopleincreasedordecreasedinconcertwiththegrowingordiminishing

interestinblood-typing.Forexample,NHKBroadcastingCultureResearchInstitute

(2000)clearlyshowsthatpeople'sfaithsinamiracle(Figure2)andthoseindivinationor

fortune-tellingmethods(Figure3)arestrongerinyoungergenerationthaninolderones ,

and,moreimportantly,thattwopeaksinthefaiths,appearedin1983andin1998 ,

accuratelycorrespondtotherisesinpeople'sinterestinblood-typingduringtheperiodof

1981-84andof1990-96mentionedintheprecedingsection .
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Figure2Percentagesofpeoplewhobelieveinamiracle

(NHKBroadcastingCultureResearchInstitute,2000)

Finally,Iwoulddiscussthereasonwhyblood-typinghavebeenmorewidelyaccepted

comparedwiththeothermethodsmentionedabove.Iwouldpointouttwofactorsfromthe

viewpointofsocialrepresentationtheory.

First,scientificandacademicbackgroundforblood-typingshouldbehighlighted .Itis

truethataconsiderablenumberofprofessionalpsychologistsdenyordoubtitsvalidity

andevenpointoutariskofover-trustingit,but,fromourpointofview ,whatiscritical

isnotwhetherblood-typetheoryisscientificallytrueorfalse ,butwhetheritisacceptedas

science-relevantornot.Blood-typingcanbeclearlydistinguishedfromotherfolktheories

suchaspalm-reading,onomancy,inthesensethatitwasintroducedasa"scientific"
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Figure3Percentagesofpeoplewhobelieveinadivinationandfortune-tellingmethods

(NHKBroadcastingCultureResearchInstitute,2000)

knowledgeproposedbyapsychologist(Dr.Furukawa).Thischaracteristicofblood-typing

appealedgreatlytopeople'sabsoluteandenduringfaithinuniversalknowledgeproducedby

scientificactivities.Thisfaithwasgraduallygeneratedbybigadvancesinscienceand

technology,whichhasresultedinarapideconomicgrowthinJapancharacterizedbygreat

socio-economicbenefits.

Furthermore,ahotandcontroversialdialoguebetweenprosandconsofthetheory,

involvingnotonlyprofessionalandpopularpsychologistsbutalsothegeneralpublicand

massmedia,didnotreducebutratherenhanceditspopularity.ForasputbyWagner&

Kronberger(inpress),collectivediscourseisapowerfulenginethatdriveseverydaysocial

thinking.Socialrepresentationintheformoflocalandfolkknowledgeisproducedand

maintainedneitherbylogicalconsistencynorbyempiricalevidences,butbytheforceofthe

agreementimpliedbythepeople'sculturalassumptionsduringtheperiodthatscienceis

trustworthyandhelpful.

Second,itplayedanintegralpartintheemergenceandwideacceptanceofblood-type

theory,especially,initsobjectificationprocess(Moscovici,1984),thatJapanesepeople

haveattachedaspecialmeaningtobloodasamaterialforalongtime.AsputbyWagner

&Kronberger(1999),thespecificsocialconditionsofacertaingroupfavorspecifickinds

oftropesandmaterialstobeusedforobjectificationbywhichanunfamiliarideais

representedandmadeintelligible.Thetropedoesnotneedtobecorrectoraccurateinthe

senseofscientifictruth.ltjustneedstobe"goodtothink."Atropeisgoodtothinkifit's
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meaningiswellembeddedinthegroup'slocalworldofexperience .

BloodhasbeenasymbolwidelyandtraditionallyacceptedinJapan:itrepresentsboth

humancharacterofindividualpersonsandsolidarityorintegrityofkinshipfamily .Blood

hasbeencommonlybelievedtobeanactualentitysymbolizingbasichumannature .We

haveanumberofcommonphrasesshowingthebeliefthatblooddetermineshuman

characters,suchas,"hot-bloodedperson"meaningshorttemperedperson ,"blooddances"

meaningexciting,or"personwithoutbloodandtears"meaningmercilessperson ,etc.,and

thebeliefthatbloodisavehicleforinheritanceofthesecharacteristicsfromgenerationto

generation,suchas,bloodisthickerthanwater,""bloodwilltell."

Therefore,itseemsreasonabletoconcludethatthesebeliefsunderliethepublic

understandingoftheblood-typetheoryalthoughtheyarenotovertlyreflectedinthe

theory.Itisjust"goodtothink"forpeoplethatblood-typecanclassifyhuman

personalitiessinceJapaneseshareastrongculturalassumptionthatbloodisakeymaterial

todeterminethebasichumancharacterandregulatehumanrelations.Inotherwords ,

blood-typetheorycomparedwithothermethodsisoutstandinglyadvantageousto

maintaintheintegrityoftraditionalsemanticmetrics(Wagner&Yamori ,1999)inthe

sensethatitisfullycompatiblewithcommonsensualthinking .Whatcountsforblood

typetheorytobewidelyaccepted,fromtheviewpointofsocialrepresentationstheory ,is

notitsscientificaccuracyorvaliditybutitsstrongconnectionwiththeprevailingimageof

bloodineverydaythinking.
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