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The Constitution of Modern Japanese Nation-State and The Creation of
Communities: A brief socio-historical view of the exploitation of Hokkaido
and the migration from Totsugawa village.
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Summary

The Constitution of Modern Japanese Nation-State and The Creation of Communities: A
brief socio-historical view of the exploitation of Hokkaide and the migration from Totsugawa
village.

In the Meiji Restoration for the creation of a modern state, the governement proposed a
number of national policies for the defense of national boudaries and security, the industrial
exploitation of Hokkaido, and the regulation of migrants, The present study examines the
change in the policies and reviews the case of the migration from Totsugawa village following
a disaster with relation to the development process of the new Totsugawa village. The main
preoccupation of the regime in the Mainland Japan was the reorganization of old communities,
but in Hokkaido the problem was rather centred on the creation of new communities. It was
argued that these two projects (reorganization and creation) types concerning community
development was to serve as a background for the creation of new total society. Furthermore,
Totsukawa case was not only an illustration but also points at a number of problems
concerning 1) the relationship between the total society and the State, 2) between the
community and the organization, and 3) the individual motives underlying migration

phenomenon.
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