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Summary

Development of Kansai Science City

The Concept of constructing of Kansai Science City was proposed by a round-talk
conference for Research of Kansai Science City headed by Azuma Okuda, the former
president of Kyoto Univ. in 1978, Kansai Science City is situated in a region of rolling hills
amidst of unspoiled natural environmentbordered on the east by the Kizu River. It is
adjacent to the city of Nara,and 20 to 30 kilometers from the heart of both Osaka and Kyoto.

It is hoped that Kansai Science City will become a model for urban development based on
new concepts and techniques,and incorporating the rich natural environment with urban life,
The Kansai Research Complex Concept aims at cordinating the activities of both existing and
planned culture and scientific research bases in the Kansai area with those throughout Japan,
including Tsukuba Science City,and the world. Kansai Research Complex Concept, Kansai
Science City will searve as the nucleus.

Characteristic of the stategy of constructing Kansai Science City is as follows ;

Harmonius development with natural environment and ecosystem, Cluster type development
and Positive utilization of private sector unlike that of Tsukuba Science City.

With the enactment of the law of Promoting Construction of the Kansai Science City the
projects were going fairly favourably until Japanese bubble economy went bankrupt. After
the burst of babble economy,the progress of the projects became quite slow what with
retreat of the firms going into the City and sluggish construction of houses.

Now it's an undubted fact that the projects were not necessarily faivourably carried out,but
in 2003 as many as 74 scientific,techinical facilities were installed and academic performances
were accerately produced,which made this area gradually academic. However in spite of the
accumulation of scientific facities,the residents there are living with little contact with those
people woking for the academic facilities.

At the first stage the City had some problems as a livable location due to lack of public
facilities like bus servicies ;medical functions .distibutional facilities,etc. Today the poor urban
amenities are ameriolating; Several big stores came into the area. Some hospitals were
installed though it's still under the average level with surrounding area. Bus services were
fairly improved. There is still much to be amended. Public opinions should be accepted so as

to attain the true goal of constructing the Science City



