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Development, Dismantling and Present Conditions
in Japanese-American Society: A Case in
Salt Lake City, Utah US.A.

by: Hiroshi Ikeda, Professor
Dept. of Geography

Nara University, Japan

When Japan came out of its self-imposed isolation in the mid-19th century, the beginning of
the so called "Meiji Era", it moved rapidly to medernize itself through various contacts with
Western culture and material things through trade in the nation's political centers which
were its largest cities with major ports. At the same time, many young people from local farm
and fishing villages were sent to the more developed countries to make money {with the
sweat of their brows).

In the first period, many were sent to Hawaii to work on sugar-cane plantations. As time
passed, the number that went to the American Pacific West Coast to work as farmers and
fishermen increased, especially in 1898 when Hawaii acquired Statehood. Some of the
immigrants went on to the more inland areas of the continental United States.

By the early 20th century, Japanese immigrants started gathering into communities
(ghettoes}, published Japanese-language newspapers, built Buddhist temples, and established
"Tapantowns”. One of those developed in the home of the Mormon Church, Salt Lake City,
Utah near the State's many copper, silver and coal mines.

Salt Lake's Japantown was established at the end of tke 1890's; by 1910 had a population of
2110, that by 1930 had grown to 3269. It later underwent many changes, but with the
expansion of Salt Lake City after World War II, in 1965 it was dismantled. This resulted in loss
of the core of the Japanese community there and dispersion of many of its people throughout
the nation, However, it is still possible to find some of their descendents in the city today.

In this paper, [ will briefly trace the long history of this particular inland Japantown from its
beginning to its end based on information I found at the Utah University library and on-site. I
will do this by following the history of two immigrant families that had their origins in Japan,
one in Hiroshima Prefecture and the other in Shizuoka Prefecture . They are now 3rd and 4th
generation. Japanese-Americans who neither speak Japanese nor eat Japanese food and have

now (virtually) become full-fledges members of American society.

Daishiro Sako was born in Hiroshima Prefecture in 1877 and immigrated to Hawaii in 1899

to work on a sugarcane plantation there. He was unsuccessful in his first trip and returned to
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Japan, but in 1906 he returned to the U.S, this time to San Francisco where he experienced
the great San Francisco earthquake of 1906. He escaped the confusion moving inland to work
at a steel factory. After that, he arrived in Salt Lake City and worked in the large Bingham
Copper Mine. With his innate leadership abilities, he was able to organize the other Japanese
mine workers into a "Japan-camp" of which he was leader. Around 1910 when work was going
well, they successfully built 2 new Japan-camp near the old one. In the meantime, Daishiro had
married and fathered two sons and two daughters. In the 1920's, the American economy
started to deteriorate into the Great Depression of 1929. This had a great impact on his Japan-
camp. Of all the Japanese workers, he was the only one able to stay with the company,
working hard and even winning an award for his effort. He lived in the western part of Salt
Lake City, in sight of the cooper mine, moving in with his daughter Mutsuko. In 1963, he
passed away at the age of 86.

Daishiro's four children grew up and became independent. Akira, his oldest son, graduated
from high school in 1945 and joined the army. Immediately after the Pacific War ended, he
was sent to Japan as part of the GHQ to work in the reconstruction of his parent's home
country, visiting Hiroshima, the site of the first atomic bombing, After he left the Army, he
went to U.C. Berkeley where he studied at the medical school, becoming an x-ray technician
and working at the U.C. Berkeley Medical School Hospital from 1952-1973. After that, he
worked at the Santa Rosa Memorial Hospital until he retired in 1993. He now lives in San

Francisco with his wife, enjoying his golden years.

Kyutaro Ishino was born in Shizuoka Prefecture in 1874 and immigrated to Tacoma,
Washington, near Seattle in 1900. In 1906, while working as a servant for a family in San
Francisco and studying medicine there, he too experienced the great San Francisco
earthquake. He won praise for helping to save children during that catastrophy. After that, he
moved to Carson City where he worked in a clinic, but he left and moved to Sparks where he
went into the business of raising chickens. In 1913, he married, and in 1916 their eldest
daughter Sakuko was born, followed soon after by another daughter. In order to raise and
educate them, his wife took them back to Japan leaving Kyutare behind. He moved to Leyton,
Utah living with an uncle and becoming a potato and sugar-beet farmer there.

Torakichi Nagasawa, born in the same town in Shizuoka as Kyutaro Ishino, immigrated to
the US. in 1906. He worked as a farmer in Oklahoma and Colorado until 1911 when he too
moved to Leyton, Utah working as a potato and sugar-beet farmer and settling down there.
His brother Kinzo joined him there helping him on the farm. Kinzo called Sakuko Ishino (his
fiance whom he had not yet met but know of through Letters and photographs) , who had by

then completed her education in Japan, to join him in Leyton, and they married there in 1933.
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JAPANESE TOWN
Sair Lake's Japanese-owned businesses on 100 South between West Temple and 100 West.
Top row: Existing businesses ar time of demolition for Salt Palace, 1965.
Below buildings: Previous businesses. Lower: South side businesses.
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Around that time, farming was not so good, so Kinzo started working part-time at the
Sunrise Fish Store in Japantown. He eventually bought that store and became its proprietor.
His eldest son Iwao was born soon after, followed by three more sons and two daughters
making a family of eight in all. Sakuko made Japanese manju cakes and sold them at the store .

In 1954, Iwao married Mutsuko,the second daughter of Daishiro Sako, thus tying the Sako
and Ishino-Nagasawa families together and they all ran the Sunrise Fish Store and Mihoya
Food Store as a family enterprise in Japantown.

In 1965, almost all of Japantown found itself in a part of Salt Lake City designated for urban
redevelopment, and it was subsequently torn down. With the compensation money the
Nagasawa's received for their property, they opened an enlarged Sunrise Restaurant and
Fish Store in a new location and ran it there for 28 years. During that time, their 3rd
generation Japanese-American children were born, had all grown to adulthood, gone to
college and moved away. With nobody in the family left to take over the business, the
Restaurant and Fish Store was closed in August of 1993. All of the Nagasawa children have
married non-Japanese mates thus speeding up their total absorption into American Society.
The editer of [Japanese Americans In Utah(1996) JA Centennial Committee. lis Ted Nagata's

wife who is the sister of Iwao Nagasawa,

In the above, I have tried to briefly trace the last 100 years of two Japanese-American
families from their origins in Hiroshima and Shizuoka Prefectures in the last half of the 19th
century to their immigration to the United States, marriages, children and the inter-marriages
of their children making the two families relatives in-law. Their families are now in their 3rd
and 4th generations in the United States, and all of them are now rapidly being absorbed into

American society. This brings you up-to-date on the present condition of those two families.

I have no (kinship) relationship to those families, but 20 years ago, I spent a year based at
Utah State University to do field. work on the Rocky Mountain Range as part of my profession
in natural geography and geomorphology. I have gone back to that area almost every year.
During those sojourns, I have taken interest in the Japanese-Americans living there, their
historical relationship to that Mormon city and how it is reflected in the geography of that
region, all a sub-interest of my profession as a geographer. I hope that this report might

contribute something to the human geographical field of immigration studies.
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B. [AXA#] OBHY Japanese Town in History
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D. LEBMHFOERFE  Sako Family, Natives of Hiroshima Prefecture
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E. BERHSOREEXR Nagasawa Family, Natives of Shizuoka Prefecture
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