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Research on Japanese Who Immigrated to Brazil:
An Historical Monograph of Japanese Immigrant Families

Hiroshi IKEDA

The year 2008 marked the 100th anniversary of the sailing of the ship Kasado-maru to Brazil from Kobe
Port in April, 1908 carrying a group of 781 Japanese people to live and work in Brazil. They landed at the
port of Santos and atl met in San Paolo in June of 1908. Both cities celebrated the occasion last year, 2008,

and this author participated in both events.

Immigration from Japan to Brazil began in 1908 and ended in 1973 with a total of some 250,000
Japanese people having immigrated there. Today, their descendants have reached the 5th generation.
The Brazilians of Japanese descent in Brazil number some 1.5 million, the largest number of Japanese

immigrants and their descendants anywhere in the world.

In 1985, Brazilians of Japanese descent started returning to Japan to work there. Their number has now
reached around 320,000, some of whom stayed to live permanently in Japan. This has been called the

“Reverse Immigration Phenomenon”.

The author has gotten the cooperation of some very close immigrant friends in Brazil and has written
up their family stories. In this paper, he tells why they went to Brazil in the first place, the troubles and

struggles they had, and later developments up to the present.

Following this, the author studied Brazilians of Japanese descent living in Japan, who they are and what
conditions they faced and face now in Japan. The people who cooperated with the author are very close
friends, and author is very grateful for their cooperation in providing this personal information for my

research.



