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Reason and Faith in Locke’s Essay concerning Human Understanding
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Summary

Reason and Faith in Locke's Essay concerning Human Understanding
According to Locke, God has given mankind a mind that can reason (4-17-4).
We have demonstrative, deductive, inferential and probable reasoning. Reason
1s natural revelation though it be limited by its faculties. By such Reason
we accept Revelation which is ‘the bare testimony of God himself’ and is itself
‘above Reason.’ Faith is assent to Revelation founded on the highest Reason
(4-16-14). At the foundation of assent lies Locke's belief that ‘whatever
God hath revealed is certainly true: no doubt can be made of it” (4-18-10).
Thus we have unerring rules to examine whether Revelation and Miracles be from
God or not. These rules are Reason and the Scriptures (4-19-16), which are
the ultimate foundations of Faith. Revelation which is recognised as truth by
rules such as these is assented to by the highest Reason, and then becomes
Faith which ‘can have no authority against the plain and clear dictates of
Reason (4-18-6), Reason and Faith are not opposites, for Faith must be
regulated by Reason (4-17-24). Reason, therefore, supports Faith. ‘So that
Faith is a settled and sure principle of assent and assurance and leaves no

manner of room for doubt or hesitation’ (4-16-14).

Therefore, it seems to me that Locke meant as follows : Reason and Faith
are mutually indispensable, and act in a complementary way to each other. Locke
undertook to promote these mutual accords and to integrate them. For Locke,
mankind reasons and dose not fall into Enthusiasm, and thereby follows the way
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of true faith to salvation. Locke might possibly have been influenced in some
of his beliefs by the Cambridge Platonists. Locke’s belief that Reason has
a central place in matters of religion and morality, and that it can discover
those things essential to salvation, pleace him in the broad stream of thought
flowing at least from the time of the Civil War on into the eighteenth century.
Locke certainly did much to foster rationalistic analyses of religion, such as
deism, and, indeed, shared several general attitudes with the Deists, but he
also drew certain distinctions between his theory and that of Deism.



