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The possibility of the light rail Transit (LRT) introduction
in Japan

Abstract

This paper presented the judgment standard about the possibility of LRT introduction by
geographical method and clarifying relation wity the city problem. LRT (Light Rail Transit) is
medium transport capacity and the transportation facilities in a rail system established based
on the city planning (transit malls and TDM policy such as park & ride) oriented public
traffic. It was useful to revitalization of center town area, the environmental measure, and the
measure against welfare by introducing LRT in Strasbourg, Freiburg, and Portland. The city
introduced as a model is increasing in the world. There is no introductory example in Japan
and it is necessary to advance examination, from now on. Worth of LRT is raising the
convenience of public traffic, by connecting a bus and a subway. Thereby, effects, such as,
saving energy, greenhouse gas reduction, offer of comfortable habitation environment,
security of the right of traffic to the traffic weak by barrier-free, reproduction of a community,
rivitalization of center town area, and restructuring compact city, are demonstrated.

In the example of Fukui-city, although the citizen has attachment for a streetcar, itwasn't
many used in fact. Moreover, the gap of the consciousness of a citizen and a shopping center
storekeeper was conspicuous. However, when convenience improved, it turns out that it may
convert into public traffic use from a private car.

Since residents pay the maintenance expense of LRT, residents need to participate in the
plan. An administration side fixes the lifelong learning organization for educating about
environment or public responsibility, and offers the opportunity where a citizen can activate.
The organization in which a private sector performs management and a state and a local
autonomy complete an infrastructure is good. Such maintenance cannot be performed for a
short period of time. A problem must be clarified making the example of other cities reference
in each stage, and deliberations must be repeated. City planning getsa term, places an audit
system, and moves it to execution. Introduction of LRT is not losing a car and it is the priginal
purpose fo adjust the rate of a use assignment with public traffic. If this is not carried out, loss
of an earth scale, not to mention a citycsale, may be received. It is necessary to exzmine the

right or wrong of LRT introduction keeping this in mind.
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