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Mistakes in English Dictionaries ( 8)

Naotoshi YamaaisHi

Preface

HEBOWRBRIBOLEZLDOLEIONTVWS, L LEEA Samuel Johnson (1709-
84) OE-SM< Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than none, and
the best cannot be expected to go quite true. h&HL Fif/zty, BODHWEED
B,

BEROEHIZHOVTORERT - L HAIR, BERFAEARDWTEREEL T LITEA
DTHTBRTH S, HREMELEFRCH LB ICEALNERVZ. AIAIE London @
Routledge and Kegan Paul Ltd. $i7® The Universal Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Language (1952%E}5) i€ 3 % the Japan Seas @ s THhd. T D s YIRS
RELHDTH S, BEREEHGITEERDTGEZMBL TE Y H22ELER/L /2.

LOPRITHUTOREDEEE LV OEE%, FTEERBILABLECHIELTH S,

Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary (1987Fi%), U. K.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, New Edition (1987fEhgz), U. K.

Webster's I New Riverside University Dictionary (1984 k) K U The
American Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition (1982%ERF), U. §. A.

Webster's New World Dictionary, Second College Edition (1986 k), U.
S.A.

The Random House Dictionary (1970fEfK) K ¥ The Random House College
Dictionary (1982(ERR). U. S. A.

The World Book Dictionary (1984FkR), U. S. A.

Webster's Third New International Dictionary (19814 ft) Kk UF Webster's
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1983f%), U. S. A.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary, Seventh Edition (1982 £E &), The New
Oxford Illustrated Dictionary (19814 B ), The Ozxford English Dictionary
(1961 £ BR), The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (19754 k%), A Sup-
plement to the Oxford English Dictionary Vol. I H-N (19764 hK), A Sup-
plement to the Oxford English Dictionary Vol. Il O-Scz (1982% ) kU A

* AREIEEBEEA (EEFEXY) (HME3EI A22H M)
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Supplement to the Oxford English Dictionary Vol. IV Se-Z (1986 4E ik ),
U. K.
HkEEZS .

I

Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary &V 6 fl%2®Ric 3. HZEH
(. Managing Editor @ Mr. Patrick Hanks.

(1) Hara-kiri is a Japanese method of suicide in which a man cuts his own
stomach open. Hara-kiri was traditionally regarded in Japan as the honourable
way to avoid disgrace. Y)8. RO LS5 THH S, Hara-kiri was a Japanese method
of ritual suicide in which a man of the warrior (samurai) class cut his own stom-
ach open. VIBREE AT > L ARMIFOBAETH S, obligatory DFE (i3 boon),
voluntary DIFE EH O, RNMBALBEZITEETIHE L, BHBOBELHHD (KA
x> TEREESRED S, ThBHGE .

Thank you very much for writing to us about Hara-kiri. The information you
give is of great interest, but of course you will understand that even in a dic-
tionary as big as COBUILD, there is no room for so much detailed information.

We did consider putting the explanation of Hara-kiri in the past tense
(“Harakiri was a Japanese method of suicide -.."), but the example of Yukio
Mishima in 1970 made us feel that it might be premature to put it in the past
tense. ¢f. I (1), VI (4)

(2) Yen is both the singular and the plural form. A yen is the unit of
money that is used in Japan. EG Yu Soong Kwong earned 15 yen a month. [,
Yu Soong Kwong HHFADKELTHE L., MK BERSERACRES L HIONE
HTHA, 15 yen TRAEEFS, I5ATEANELSTL & S, 150,000 yen < HHOHE
B, 01T Suzuki (or Sato) earned 150,000 yen a month. &35, cf. VI (24)

(3) Once upon a time means a long time ago in the past. It is used espe-
cially at the beginning of children’s stories. EG Once upon a time there were
three princes. ZHITHE _F LT (2) formerly 223 ME TiEE S M,

(4) coffee mill A coffee mill is a machine for grinding coffee beans. = —
b —p& 3%, roasted coffee beans & L TIEE S i,

Thank you so much for your comments on ‘ yen’, ‘once upon a time’, and ‘coffee
mill’. We have noted your comments and will certainly be considering making some
changes in the next edition.

(5) Soy sauce is a dark brown liquid made from soya beans and used as a
flavouring, especially in Chinese cooking. . ...... made from soya beans and
wheat and used as a flavouring, especially in Japanese and Chinese cooking &
T4, cof, I (5)

(6) ginseng the root of a plant found in China, Korea, and America which
some people believe is good for your health. EH AR, HATRER - EF - &®E
ERALTHESNATWS, £EME LT Japan 2MA 5, of. T (2)

Thank you for your letter and for your comments on the COBUILD Dictionary
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entries for ‘soy sauce’ and ‘ginseng.’ Patrick Hanks is out of the country at
the moment, but we have noted your comments and [ will draw them to his attenticn
on his return. Sue Smith,” Secretary to Patrick Hanks, Managimg Editor.

I

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, New Edition X ¥ 5 #il % &
IZRnd. [AZEEE Mr. Michael Rundell, Managing Editor.

(1) harakiri, a way of ceremoniously killing oneself by cutting open the
stomach, formerly used in Japan VI, Llfi warrior class ®B#HT8 -7z, %M
X5, AAIC harakiri FAEDENRIT OED Tid18564, Webster’s Ninth New
Collegiate Dict. Ti31840%F. Random House Dict., Second Edition T {31855
604E. seppuku (& OED TI318714F, Webster's Ninth Ti31904%, RHD, Second
Edition Tl 1900-054E, T& 3. cf. I (1), VI (4)

(2) ginseng (a medicine made from the root of) a Chinese plant used orig-
inally in China and Korea ¥ M A %. used originally in China, Korea, and
Japan Th 5. ARTIIERER (1716-35) L0, of. 1 (6)

(3) haiku, a type of Japanese poem with three lines fffi], Z41% a type of
Japanese poem, written in 17 syllables divided into 3 lines of 5, 7, 5 syllables
&35,

Thank you very much for your letter regarding definitions in the New Edition
of Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. 1 will keep on file your
suggested improvements to the definitions harakiri, ginseng and haiku. We will
revise these definitions next time the dictionary is reprinted, and I wiil also
pass on your suggestion to the editors responsible for other dictionaries pub-
lished by this Division.

(4) judo, a type of self-defense from the Far East, based on holding and
throwing one's opponent, often practised as sport &, from the Far East *
from Japan &9 5. Z#EFEBE (1860-1938) I REROEMETRESHICREL, *
OEMELED LERETTT, SoICHRENACERBEET AL L. Chi3s
ROBEBPORMITH LN 35 %F 2o LK THL, BROBE, BHHogRsL
ILEESHOEEME LALOT, HIGISE (1882(F) BEEETHI T4 OKEFICEIR
LPBEOIEREZ LD, of I (T)

(5) jujitsu, jiujitsu, a type of self-defense from the Far East in which
one holds, throws, and often hits one’s opponent. F#j. from the Far East %
from Japan &9 5, EHOEEGHEEEICEH L, RROLE L -0 ZHTEAE .
TRRARICIMTORRPA SN, of, VI (8)

Thank you for your very interesting letter on the subject of jude and jujitsu.
I am arranging for the entries for these words in the Lonrgman Dictionary of
Contemporary English (1987) to be amended to show that jude and jujitsu origi-
nated in Japan rather than ‘the Far East’, as this is clearly more accurate.
It is a pity that the limitations on space in a general dictionary like LDO
CE make it impossible for us to incorporate any more of the details you have
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supplied. However, 1 have passed your letter to the editors responsible for the
larger native-speaker dictionaries (such as the Longman Dictionary of the Eng-
lish Language ) and they may well want to include some additional information.

i

Webster’s 11 New Riverside University Dictionary £ © 2 | American Heritage
Dictionary, Second College Edition £V 2 #l % &I R$. B ZE &H T Executive
Editor @ Anne H. Soukhanov.

(1) Kkabuki (J., art of singing and dancing:kabu, singing and dancing (< Chin.
ge', wu®) + ki art, artist (<<Chin. ji*} .1 A Japanese popular drama in which
dances, gestures and songs are performed in a formal and stylized way. — Web-
ster’'s 1, AHD?, g, FRIC> % (J., lit. ke singing+ bu dancing, + ki art,
artist) &35, pI&FEEThicEh, FRUFTLVDBLEDOETES WHTHPRE
BEILTW s, THVSIHERORO % (Xl SFEAKZOHIE U F D TIREER
EWHEFIRITHTON SO, hERRC L AEBRHAE, BB 5. of, W (3)

I appreciate so much the full information you have given us, regarding the
word kabuki. I have put a copy of your entire letter into our citations files
for use by our editors when next they revise this entry.

(2) shogun (J. shogun, general, of Chin. orig.) One of a line of Japanese
military leaders who until 1868 exercised absolute rule under the nominal leader-
ship of the emperor. —W's 1l. .

shogun Any of a line of military leaders of Japan who until 1868 exercised
absolute rule under the nominal leadership of the emperor. [J. shogun, general,
of Chin. orig. ] —AHD?. %, ERARFEOK. K ITHANBKE (758-811) 797
FERAFHICEE S h A, SIIFLIKER. ZTORIMERSRMA, 11925 3REH,
MERAIFE, TO®ISETFIIA 9 HENIBGANEREHNERAFEORESL, KEE
EIEICR F L 72, until 1868(3 until 1867HSIE U W, FBIRICD & [J. shogun, short
for sei-i tai shogun barbarian-subduing generalissimo) & U, of Chin. orig. Hl
295, of. VI (13)

The detailed information that you have given about the word shogun will be
used in subsequent editions of our dictionaries. Thanks so much for taking the
time to supply it.

v

Webster’s New World Dictionary, Second College Edition K& 0 2 £l % & i
9. [B1EZ#Hid Mrs. Ruth K. Kent.

{1} Colorado Women’s College, Denver, Colo.:1888;Private;women;Bachelor’s
degree offered. Women's L#E$T&H 5. Lo L Randolph-Macon Woman’s College,
Lynchburg, Virginia ; 1891 ; Private, women;Bachelor’s degree offered, Woman'’s
LEMTHS, Women's EHEEITT X TR, of V (1), (2), VI (14)

(2) wire service, a business organization that sends news stories, features,
etc, by direct telegraph to subscribing or member newspapers and radio and tele-



LR : KFEEOHFOBRHIZSHT (W) 23

vision stations. #fE &, by direct telegraph % by wire or electronic means IZ
THHERT VS, of, VI (25

One of the last things I did before leaving the dictionary office was to look
up Randolph-Macon Woman’s College, Lynchburg, Va, 1891, about which you
asked. According to the letter received from the college itself when our list
of colleges was prepared, “ Woman's is correct. That sometimes happens, espe-
cially in old names.

I see some other notes here of things | wanted to tell you. You wrote sug-
gesting that we change wire service definition so that instead of saying “by
direct telegraph” it would read “by wire or electronic means.” 1 changed it

according to your suggestion.

\Y

Random House Dictionary & © 3 #| Random House College Dictionary & © 3
FIEicad, MIZE#HIL Senior Defining Editor @ Mr. P. Y. Su.

(1) Colorado Woman’s College, Denver —RHD. L %> L Colorado Women's
College, Denver—RHCD. woman’s &women’s LW FHMWIEL W, of. IV (1)

(2) Randolph-Macon Woman's College, Va—RHD. Randolph-Macon Women’s
College, Lynch burg, Va—RHCD. Woman's & Women's & W8 A5[E L i,
of. W (1), VI (14)

(2) Know-Nothing, US Hist a member of a political party ( American
party or Know-Nothing party) prominent from 1853 to 1856, whose aim was to keep
control of the government in the native-born citizens : so called because members
originally professed ignorance of the party’s activities—RHD. FHIX{EH.
Z T antagonistic toward Roman Catholics %f1% 5,

(4) kendo a form of fencing with bamboo staves, wearing head guards and
protective garments. ( (Jap=ken sword+do art) —RHCD. #li&. bamboo staves
Tk, Tlhibphde, ZEVE-R -2t DAEEFERALVTS, GRELLUS.
ZNT bamboo staves %, LW, §701 5, 4XKDOHOHDOhE&H>XEEEET
A&, ThICMITBEERO M, ShFRIL, 2% R3D-&o, AL, XahEiiR
H— Y THLPALTRBNEEERT S L~ .

ERD do art % do way (of life) & 5. cf, VI (2)

In reply to your letter, we wish to offer you the following comments:

Colorado Woman’s C : “Women's” should be correct, as in RHCD. This
entry is dropped from RHD-11.

Randolph-Macon Woman's C. : The College, on phone inquiry, confirmed to
me that “Woman’s” has been used by them since its founding in 1891. Grammati-
cally and ideally, it ought to be “Women's,” as so spelled by Webster's New
Geographical Dictionary (1984) under the entry of Lynchburg 2 (p. 669.7¢c. 2).
Notwithstanding the theoretical hassle, the College seems adamant in sticking
with the former spelling, which has to be adhered to, if not respected, in point
of fact. (Interestingly enough, the 1949 edition of Webster's Geographical
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Dictionary under the same entry faithfully followed the original spelling, namely.
“Woman's”) The entry in RHCD will be revised.
Know-Nothing : 1 am passing on your suggestion to our government editor.
kendo : You will be glad to know that the etymology in RHD-11 now says “way”,
which as you rightly point out is a closer and more accurate English translation.
The etymeology in RHCD will be corrected accordingly.

Vi

World Book Dictionary & © 3 fl%#iZ;Rg . BIEE T Mrs. Cynthia A. Barnhart.

(1) katamewaza a form of judo which emphasizes the techniques of pinning or
locking an opponent’s body. (<Japanese katamewaza << katame defense + waza
skilled work) EHi. #EIFD defense % lock or hold &9 5.

(2) kendo a Japanese form of fencing, in which bamboo or wooden sticks are
used for swords. (Japanese kendo). #li. wooden sticks Xid swords ¥, AR d
EHZ v S5, bamboo sticks 4, 4 RDFDITD, ohlEx2XXEEETES, T
NEHIIRERY i3, 2hFER, 2323 b0, L5, XBEEBHOBEEE
55, BHEIZ ([ ken sword + do, way (of life) ) TH 5B, of. V (4)

(3) frankincense a fragrant gum resin from certain Asiatic or African trees
of the same family as myrrh. It gives off a sweet, spicy odor when burned. It
has been much used from ancient times, especially for burning as incense in
religious observances. F.%. from certain Asiatic or African trees L2 T,
BATRILAET 7V A2D, v= ) YHIcD TERINLTHS, f. T (6) , W (14

Concerning katamewaza, kendo, and frankincense, the comments are greatly ap-
preciated. 1 have noted your suggestions for inclusion in this year’s revision.
While we do not have space enough to permit a full discussion of kendo, it is
still very interesting to know more about it. As you know, there is a fair degree
of enthusiasm here for many of the Japanese martial arts and whenever I have
heard an enthusiast discussing them. I have been impressed by the fact that em-
phasis is placed not only on skill but on the ritual of art, self-knowledge and
self-control.

We will undoubtedly be able to make the additions to the etymologies of both
kendo and katamewaza ; as for including more information in the definition of
kendo, we may lack the space and the definition as it stands, though obviously
skeletal is apparently not incorrect. As for frankincense, 1 have noted your
suggestion and will see what the editors decide to do about it.

VI

Webster’'s Third New International Dictionary X © 17|, Webster's Ninth
New Collegiate Dicticnary & V2342 R ;R 9. & #H 2 Senior Editor ® Mr.
Robert Copeland

(1) inre (Jp inro pillbox) (1617) : a small compartmented and usu. ornamented
container hung from an obi to hold small objects (as medicines and perfumes)
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W9 . HIfEREAL, BEAERARBIZESTHTWIEYD, formely hung from an obi
& L, perfumes %HBIBRd 5. [(originally seal case, later pill box) &4 3,

(2) netsuke [Jp): a small and often intricately carved toggle (as of wood,
ivory, or metal) used to fasten a small container to a kimono sash——W 9, BT
BB, BRBUTHREW, formerly used £33, a small container & ZHEEDZ &,
BT OEILHERD, HHD, TORICHEBEST->TW5, HEE - B, HiciFRicE
H/NTES. of W (9)

(3) tatami (Jp) (ca. 1898) : straw matting used as a floor covering in a
Japanese home. —WQ .

tatami {Jap) : straw matting used as a floor covering in a Japanese home, —
W3. B. BOKIL rice straw TH 5835, ZIINOEFEHHE. Japanese home i
T, BEFOEFZTOHVW OO TS, tatami FHEKAR carpet HEEZTWH 3,
ENTHERIWAEIT, X2V o ¥E2QOTEOLEH T EHBBN,

Your additional comments on netsuke and inro are welcome and have been sent
to the files, as have those on tatami.

~ (4) hara-kiri also hari-kari [Jap harakiri, fr. hare belly + kiri ending,
cutting] suicide by disembowelment formerly practiced by the Japanese samurai
or decreed to one of its members by the feudal court in consideration of his social
status in lieu of the ordinary death penalty— W3 . {10 . ERD kir ending
@ ending %HIRT 3. 10, BYIVEDP B LTV, ritval suicide &7 5,

hara-kiri (Jp harakiri, fr, hare belly + kiri cutting) (1840) : ritual suicide
by disembowelment practiced by the Japanese samurai or formerly decreed by a
court in lieu of the death penalty—W 9. fE¥ID. HE#IZ mikado @ court & -
fo, BIERUIEEGT S LI MP - FNT the feudal court £33, cf. 1 (1),
11 (1) .

(5) soy [Jp shoyu lit., soybean o0il] (1679) an oriental brown liquid sauce
made by subjecting beans (as soybeans) to long fermentation and to digestion in
brine.—W 9. . a Japanese brown liquid sauce &3 3. FORERIKG E/NFE
Z, BYFERERAELT, 250, 22 DIEKRKTHAATRRRBEIE S, of. 1 (5)

We have your letter with comments on our treatment of the entries hara-kirt
and soy, and we thank you very much. We have made note of your suggestions for
our files,

We find it interesting that the 1980 edition of Kenkyusha’s New Japanese-
English Dictionary, which we used for confirmation in matters of etymolagy,
has no sense of “cutting” for kiri or -kiri. Perhaps you could occasionally give
us the characters for some of the etymology questions. In this instance we had
no trouble finding the compound and characters in the dictionary. It is just
that both individual elements are not there or, at least, not there with the
meanings we expected. We have a particular problem when we find that a character
is romanized (pronounced?) one way when it is the initial element of a compound
and romanized another when it is the terminal element. Sometimes it is only
through luck that we locate the dictionary entries for these.
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(6) frankincense a gum resin containing volatile oil obtained from. varicus
chiefly East African or Arabian trees of the genus Boswellia, valued in an-
cient times in worship and for embalming and fumigation, and still an important
incense resin—W 3,

frankincense (14 ¢) : a fragrant gum resin from chiefly East African or Ara-
bian trees (genus Boswellia of the family Burseraceae) that is an important
incense resin. —W9 . A&, BATRIER7 7V 70y =) ¥Hi O TEBENS. f.
VI (3), Vi (14)

(7) judo (Jp judo, fr. jiz weakness, gentleness + do art) (1889) : a sport
developed from jujitsu that emphasizes the use of quick movement and leverage to
throw an opponent. —W 9, Fifi. ERICDZE weakness ZHIBEL, do % way (of
life) &4 5, ef. 11 (4)

(8) jujitsu or jiujutsu (Jp jiajutsu, fr. jG-weakness, gentleness + jutsu
art, skilll (1875) : an art of weaponless, fighting employing holds, throws, and
paralyzing blows to subdue or disable an opponent—W 9. Fiff. ERDju O weak-
ness ZHIEES 5. of. 11 (5)

We are happy to have the source for your earlier comments on frankincense.
That will go in the files to supplement the earlier note. We also appreciate
your information on the ju of jiZdo and jujitsu and the do of judo.

(9) Pennsylvania Dutch people living mostly in eastern Pennsylvania whose
characteristic cultural traditions go back to the German migrations of the 18th
century—W 3,

Pennsylvania Dutch (1824) a people living mostly in eastern Pennsylvania
whose characteristic cultural traditions go back to the German migrations of
the 18th century—W ¢ . W3 Tid people, LU W9 Tid a people & a HidH 5,
WENAIEL s,

The treatment of Pennsylvania Dutch in the Collegiate Dictionary, since
it is the more recently edited book, reflects our current preference in styling
of the definition — “a people” — although we would not say one wording is “better”
than another.

(10) sashimi (Jp) (1880) : a Japanese dish consisting of thinly sliced raw
fish —W9. &L &. very thinly sliced, very fresh raw fish & (, bite-sized,
oblong strips %/, served with soy sauce in which grated Japanese horseradish
has been dissolved:d 5,

We have noted your comments for sashimi, for which we thank you very much.

(11) tycoon (Jp taikun-) (1858) 1 : shogun 2 a : a top leader (as in pol-
itics) b : a businessman of exceptional wealth and power:magnate—W 9. £

(GEN R R IAD SR 0 L TIRADEA T B |

L,»L The OED Supplement IViZ {3 tycoon 1857 T. Harris Diery 28 Oct.
(1930) 406 Today, 1 am told Ziogoon is not the proper appellation of their
ruler, but that it is Tykoon. Ziogoon is literally ‘Generalissimo’ while
Tykoon means ‘Great Ruler’. L7:#5-> CEABSOENIIISBET I { IBSTEDH
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MIELODTIRIE O,

(12} kendo (Jp kendod. fr. ken sword + do art) (1921) : a Japanese sport
of fencing with bamboo swords —W 9. kendo {Jap kendd) : a Japanese sport of
fencing with staves—W 3. #li#. #EHD d6 % way (of life) L9 5. RIW M
BAR— YT, BHEHICBEMELHEET 56D, L% bamboo swords X i3
staves LGB LBAE LN, 4 EDEDI Dbt Ex2XE2BETESL, 0L
TIRERO Y, 2HhEL, 232136, B-H-ch - NFEHFAT S, of. V

(4)

Thank you for your observations on the date of tycoor in the Ninth New Col-
legiate. The new OED Supplement is one of the resources we use in this office—
we have often shared some of our information with the OED editors to help them
antedate their collections, and, as we state in the Essay in the Collegiate, we
also make use of their findings. So you can be assured that any antedatings they
have turned up will be of interest to us.

We will make note of your comments on kendo to see that the definitions in
the Ninth and Third Edition are more in line. Certainly “split bamboo staff”
is a better choice than either “bamboo sword” or “staff”. However, we will pro-
bably leave out the description of protection, since that is more encyclopedic
than definitional in such books. With respect to the etymology, we usually rely
on published sources—such as a Japanese-English dictionary — for references in
etymologies so that we will have something concrete to point to if challenged.
Our best sources at present 1s Kenkyusha's New dJapanese-English Dictionary
(fourth edition) , but in some respects it fails us—as in explaining this use of
do. If you know of a more complete reference, please feel free to suggest it to
us. You are not writing a dictionary, are you? We often marvel at how you read
these definitions in our books with such an eye for detail.

(13) shogun (Jap shogun general, fr. Chin (Pek) chiangichiin!) : a military
governor of Japan before the mid-19th century revolution with power exceedig the
emperor’s—called also tycoon. —W 3. shogun (Jp shogun general) (1615) : one of
a line of military governors ruling Japan until the revolution of 1867-68.—W9.

95, FHEAFTED. EFE% (short for sei-i tai shogun barbarian-subduing gen-
eralissimo) &3 5. 1867#118 9 BEIIBISKEFEVIERNTEORAIH L. £
NT until 1867+ F 5, cf. M (2)

Thank you for your letter and for the information about yourself. It is nice
to know more about our regular correspondents, and you are one of our best.

A change from “general” to “generalissmo” in the etymology of shogun is not a
major step for us and is certainly supported. I have sent a note suggesting that
“generalissimo” at least be added at the gloss in the etymology.

(14) Randolph-Macon Woman’s C. Lynchburg, Va. 24503 ; 1891 — W 9 .
Women's THWhEFENRTAHI., Woman's TLDIIA,

You can trust us on the matter of the styling of the names in the “Colleges
& Universities” section of the Collegiate. Randolph-Macon Woman's College
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is the proper name of the institution. ef. IV (1) , V (2)

(15) Ginkgo : a monotypic genus of broad-leaved gymnospermous trees (family
Ginkgoaceae) that are native to eastern China, have apparently been preserved
as temple trees being very rare in the wild, and are distinguished by fan-shaped
deciduous leaves and yellow fruits resembling drupes—W 3. 8B#&, VW H ). £F
Hiiz Eastern China, Japan and Korea Td %, yellow fruits 3 HEBOKED
AFEETHY., BEEBAFTE, ChERBRLTEWIC LD HED edible nuts & A
LATHSD.

We very much appreciate your comments on the dictionary entry ginkgo. There
is little we can say at this time, since we cannot be sure what changes, if any,
we might make in the treatment until we actually work on this entry. But you
can be assured your comments have gone to the files to be seen when the entry is
next reviewed.

(16) Mahler, Gustav 1860-1911 Austrian composer—W 9 . Z f1% Austrian
composer and conductor, born in Bohemia & L TR &E 34,

(17) miso : a paste used in preparing soups and other foods that is made by
grinding a mixture of steamed rice, cooked soybeans, and salt and fermenting it
in brine—W 3. &% , KEKGDEAMIL, KELRGEFBLETEHEHH5,

We are happy to add your latest comments, for Gustav Mahler and miso, to our
files.

(18) Fukui Kenichi 1918-Jp. chem. —W 9. Ken-ichi &L, /7 —~<VEZH
& THH3EEMA S, #BHE—.

(19) Suzuki Zenko 1911-prim. min. of Japan (1980-) —W 9 . E#HEEHREE
1980F 7 H &L D 1982411 B £ T, #17T (1980-1982) L9 5. #HARESE.

(20) Togo Marquis Heihachiro 1846-1934 Jp. admiral—W 9, 4 i3 18474F
(ML 44E) . ZHTIB4T-1934L 3 5, HEE/ABL,

(21) Asahikawa or Asahigawa city Japan in cen Hokkaido pop 297,000—W 9,
M8, Asahikawa 7. Asahigawa ZHIET 5.

I have sent along notes containing your thoughts for all of the items, including
those in the Biographical Names and Geographical Names sections. Each will
be locked at in light of the available evidence when the entries are reviewed.

(22) tempura (Jp tenpura) (ca. 1937) : seafood or vegetables dipped in batter
and fried in deep fat—W 9, tempura (Jap, fried food) : fritters of sea food
and vegetables fried in deep fat., —W 3, Xig#. ERIC>% Jp tenpura deep-
fried food, 16fH4CD Fsv kb HAEED tempero HlH cooking L &9 3, KBRIIE
FIEES—BERTHS. BALAREERALKOWICVLTAT S,

(23) calefactory (1681) : a monastery room warmed and used as a sitting room
—W9. calefactory : a monastery room warmed and used as a sitting room—W 3.
P OTREEROBEEXNISES., THIZHED a monastery common room 8k
EEMA5,

In response to your latest letter, I have sent a note of your suggestions
regarding the etymology of tempura to our files. The other information about
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tempura, while interesting, goes quite a bit beyond the scope of what the dic-
tionary can offer its readers. 1 also have sent your comments on calefactory
to the file to be reviewed when next we have occasion to deal with this entry.

(24) yen 1 : the basic monetary unit of Japan 2 : a coin or note representing
one yen—W3, M. BHEMOBER 1M -5 - 10 - 50 - G - 500 535 b #EH
BREM-5FH- 1 5HEESES. of. T (2)

(25) wire service : a news agency that sends out syndicated news copy by wire
to subscribing newspaqers, periodicals, or news broadcasters—W 3 . wire service
(1944) : a news agency that sends out syndicated news copy by wire to subscribers.
—W9. &E%t. by wire * by wire or electronic means {Z2X¥» 3%, cf. IV ( 2)

1 have sent oh to our files notes carrying your recommendations for amending
yen and wire service.

(26) kakemono [Jap) : a picture or writing on silk or paper that is suitable
for hanging and that usu. has a roller at its lower edge—W 3. 4. &, &,
TIRBEANTETHAH» 5 a picture, writing, or captioned picture & ¥ 5,
a roller at its lower edge (i#hi&A. a roller at its higher edge OEA%EMNZ 5.
BERCEROBULLICHT S0,

There is nothing for us to say in response to your letter about kakemono except
to give you our thanks for your comments, which have been sent to the files.

(27) nikko fir usu cap N [fr, Nikko, village in central Japan) : a Japanese
evergreen tree (Abies homolepis) widely cultivated for ornament and having deeply
grooved branchlets, cones that are purple when young, and leaves slightly bifid
at the apex—W3, 955 bH, EBRD village % city &F 5. HH:id village
T city ThD, WM29FE (19544) rHEhEfT.

(28) chancery 5: a wrestling hold that imprisons the head or encircles the
neck : stranglehold in chancery 2 : caught in a chancery hold in boxing or wrest-
ing—W3. in chancery (£ 7 ¥ 7Pl 2} v 7)) HEODLEZOTRERIETIHIT,
THd, RIVVITRLV-VEBRTHS,

We have sent on to the etymology files your comments about the entry nikko
fir. A note has also been sent to the entry chancery to be seen by a reviewing
editor. One of the principles that has guided the writing of definitions here
is that of conservation of space by not repeating information given elsewhere in
the same entry or an adjacent entry and not encyclopedic information that goes
beyond what is needed for a definition. In the case of in chancery, the definer
certainly was following this principle by letting the reader look a couple of lines
above to find out what a chancery hold is. However, it might be confusing to the
reader to find out that a chancery hold is defined with respect to wrestling but,
at in chancery, it is mentioned with respect to boxing., Certainly some modifica-
tion of the treatment is called for here, and we apprecaite your calling our atten-
tion to it.

(29) mikado (Jap, fr. mi- (honorific prefix) + kado door) : an emperor of
Japan—W3, &b &, ZEFHILD%X kado *gate (of the imperial palace) & L,
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formerly used outside and inside Japan &35,

(30) sushi (Jp) (ca. 1898) : cold rice dressed with viregar, shaped into
small cakes, and topped or wrapped with garnishes (as of raw fish) —W 9. sushi

(Jap) : a dish consisting of a cake of rice with raw fish, vegetables, and a
vinegar sauce— W3, L. iCXVHF L, (& cold boiled rice moistened with rice
vinegar, shaped into bite-size pieces and topped with fresh raw seafood. ¥ % 4
L, & cold boiled rice moistened with rice vinegar, formed into a long seaweed-
wrapped roll, around strips of vegetable or fresh raw fish, and sliced into bite-
size pleces &T 5.

I have sent along to the etymology files your comments on the entry mikado, and
I have sent a note to the definition files of your comments on sushi, As always,
your comments are appreciated.

Vi

The Concise Oxford Dictionary 7Tth Edition & ¥ 4 #|. The New Oxford
lllustrated Dictionary & 9 3 #, The Oxford English Dictionary & 9 3 #i,
The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary & 9 6 #|, OED Supplement I & ¥
1 #1, OED Supplementll X » 24, OED SupplementIV & ¥ 16f1%-#ITRT.

(1) Nippon Japan [Jap., = Japan (lit. ‘land of the rising sun’ ; cf.
japan') J—COD’. H&. FEFIC>% (lit., ‘land of the sun’) &9 5.

(2) japan' hard varnish, esp. kind brought orig. from Japan ; work in
Japanese style. (f. Japan in Asia, app. f. Malay Japang, Japung f. [ Chin.
Riben (ri sun, ben origin) ] —COD". ¥, #3%. Riben dBAPEHE. EBETH
AEEBEFEATORY, FEETHE, RELE (6708) , BFELEITL TS, Jeupenn
L5,

(3) kabuki traditional popular Japanese drama with highly stylized song
etc., acted by males only. (Jap. (ka song, bu dance, ki art) ) —COD’. HHF
ff. BRIt >& (Jap. lit. (ka song, bu dance, ki art, artist) ] &35, ;hiE
i3, WRFNicLd, FEUHITEVOREORE, BTELELVWHEFTHEETE. of. 1
(1)

Concise Oxford Dictionary @ Editor T#&% % Dr. R. E. Allen (¥ Thank you
for your letter with comments on Nippon and kabuki. 1 shall note these for
the future.

(4) ohi (Japanese 0bi belt.] A brightly coloured sash worn round the
waist by Japanese women and children—OED, obi [Jap, obi belt] A brightly
coloured sash worn round the waist by Japanese women and children;any similar
sash—SOED, #. HdsElE. ML THBRABRHGEMAT S5, BHIENE
<, RMMERE, LBih~DO, BRO obi © 0 OLD - 2& D obi 2T 5,

New Ozxford English Dictionary ® Editor, Mr. J. A. Simpson X Thank
you for your comments on obt , which I have filed in our word-file.

(5) icon Eastern Church. A representation of some sacred personage, in
painting, bas-relief, or mosaic, itself regarded as sacred, and honoured with a
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relative worship or adoration —OED, icon Eastern Ch. A representation of
some sacred personage, itself regarded as sacred, and honoured with a relative
worship—SOED. RAEHELTH Y 2+, BE, EELHLOROBEE,. 2 EAD
RCpNIcbDTH-T, HETHHEETH, FORIKVEEFOTHOORE L5 -
T0a, RICHESHENIA A —VFDLDODBBEODTHLL, FDOA 2 —JDbL Ll
REROEPFONRTH 5.

(6 ) sticker U. 5. An adhesive label —SOED, o H ft& 5 <, U. S.
DEREL >THEHES S, New Oxford English Dictionary @ Editor (New Words)
@ Mr. J. A. Simpson & Thank you for your letter and comments.

(7) Gestapo 1934. (G., f. the initial letters of Ge heime Staats-Polizei,
Secret State-Police] The secret police of the Nazi regime in Germany — SO
ED. F4 YDIH+ F AHNOMEEF SE, EH D Steats-Polizei % Staatspolizei
D5,

(8) ojime (Jap., f. o string + shime fastening, fastener} A bead or bead-
like object, often very elaborate, used in Japan as a sliding fastening device
on the strings of a bag or pouch, or of an inro.—OED Supplement M. #i#i.
%, Mg, ELSLOELBLTOZRNHEHIHO, BLEARETHEEATALH S,
formerly used &35,

(9) netsuke (Japanese.] A small piece of ivory, wood or other material,
carved or otherwise decorated, worn by the Japanese as a bob or button on the
cord by which articles are suspended from the girdle—OQED. f8ft. Hils s+ b
W5, HFFOBHS, BFfPHE, HECACEEEBECXFABRRELLLVEDIK,
DbDRIDFTHITR E AL GO, (], R, ESONE. formerly worn &3 5.
cf. VI (2)

(10) panda 2. A large black and white, bear-like mammal, Ailuropoda melano-

leuca, native to limited, mountainous areas of forest in China, where the first
scientific description of it was made by the French missionary, Armand David
(1826-1900) , in 1869 ; formerly known as the parti-coloured bear, until its
zoological relationship to the red panda was established in 1901. — OQED Sup-
plementll. panda 2 . The giant panda, Ailuropode melanoleuca, a large black-
and-white bear-like mammal, native to central China—SOED, ##/¥» %, 6 & H
HHUZOWT bamboo forest TH Y, MY - HEYE - RAETH S, L7283 ->T south-
western China Tdh 5.

New OQzxford English Dictionary @ Assistant Editor (New Words) Tdh 5,
Mrs. S. K. Tulloch {3 Thank you for your letter commenting on Gestapo, ojime,
netsuke, and panda. | have placed all the information in our files, where it will
be seen by the appropriate editors.

(11) Magdalen, Magdalene The Magdalen(e : a disciple of Christ named Mary
(Luke 8 : 2 ), commonly identified with the ‘sinner’ of Luke 7 : 37, and there-
fore appearing in Western hagiology as a repentant harlot elevated to saintship—
SOED. = # ¥ 5 ®» = 7. commonly identified % traditionally identified & L
TRES R,
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(12) TUNICEF, abbrev. United Nations (International) Children’s ( Emer-
gency ) Fund. — NOID. United Nation’s International Children’s Emergency
Fund EHERERERZAELOIEXZF. 19534 United Nations Children’s Fund
HIBERS & SFr& iz, UNICEF OBSFRIAI&E L.

(13) ace Distinguished airman {orig., one who has brought down ten enemy
aircraft—NOID, B&EMMTL. ten or more enemy aircraft & LTEE I,

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch i Your comments on Magdalen, UNICEF, and ace
have been noted for our files and will be seen by the editors of the relevant
dictionaries.

(14) ikebana 1903 (Jap., lit. ‘living flowers’.] The art of Japanese flower
arrangement in which flowers are displayed according to strict rules, sometimes
in conjunction with other natural objects, in formal arrangements designed to be
viewed from one side only. —SOED. jkebana art of Japanese flower arrangement,
with formal display acc. to strict rules. [Jap., = living flowers.) — COD.

ikebana 1901 (Jap., lit. ‘living flowers’.) The art of Japanese flower ar-
rangement in which flowers are displayed according to strict rules, sometimes in
conjunction with other natural objects, in formal arrangements—CED Supplement
I. &7, ERICO%, (ike f. ikeru to keep alive + pana f. hana flower or
flowers) &9 5.

(15) frankincense Aromatic gum resin obtained from trees, chiefly E. Africa,
of genus Boswellia and burnt as incense.—NOID., &, HATRIEE7 7YV H D
VeV YHIDTELdENSD, f VI (3). VT (6)

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch {3 We are grateful for your comments on ikebana and
frankincense, which will be kept on file for the  use of editorial staff revising
our dictionaries.

(16) Stetson. Also stetson, The name of John Batterson Stetson (1830-
1906), American hat manufacturer, used attrib. and absol. to designate hats made
by the company founded by him, esp. one with a broad brim and high crown associated
with cowboys of the Western U. S. —OED Supplement IV. 2D, O &
18+, BEKETHAROSME, HRLENORHSERL TS,

(17) shabu shabu [Jap.) A Japanese dish of thinly sliced beef or pork cooked
with vegetables in boiling soup. —OED SupplementIV, L 35l % 35, very thinly
sliced beef or pork # L, cooked for a very, very short time &3 4. in boiling
soup 3D T, in boiling water &35, K HO—&, CT{FENHOAPL, HEL L
FRBEDOPTYT CLHICE - LEBT, K EEGEETAE~RE 6D, and then dipped
into a kind of sauce &9 5,

(18) zabuton [Jap., f zq sitting, a seat + buton f. futon cushion, padded
mattress.) A flat floor cushion on which one sits or kneels— OED Supplement
IV. BEfnfHl. sits or kneels % sit cross-legged or sit with his or her legs under
him or her IZ#H5H,

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch & Your comments on stetson. shabu shabu, and zabuton
will be kept on file for the use of staff revising our dictionaries.
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(19) seppuku Also Seppuku. etc. [Jap., collog. pronune, of setsu fuku,.::-)
= Hara-kiri—OED SupplementIV. 8. colloquial pronunciation of setsu fuku
1E|Y., EFEICLB,

(20) shimada The name of a town in Honshu, central Japan, applied absol.
and attrib. to young unmarried ladies’ formal hairstyle in which the hair is drawn
into a queue and fastened at the top of the head—OED SupplementlV, SH¥%,
ERRIRACILOZLHMNIOTHL, EHOBELZOFWHEDLLbDLEVY, TAK
7k (1624—1644) RO BB ESHASELIIEE - REOBO@A, i~ fcE b D,

(21) shimose Mil. Obs. [The name of Masachika Shimose (1859— 1911),
Japanese engineer.) A form of lyddite made in Japan. — OED Supplement
IV, TH#KE BEZFTERMLO, 1893FICHBEICHRE SN /-183K, Japanese naval
engineer &4 5,

(22) Shingon (Jap., = true word, mantra, f. shin true + gon word.) The
name of a Buddhist sect founded in Japan in the eighth century and devoted to
esoteric Buddhism, —OED SupplementIV. EHE 5. ERE234F (804%F) ABLE
BIIERCFE L, RE%, HY - 2BEFETIAE. the eighth century % the ninth
century 3 5.

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch & Thank you for your letter, with comments on the Sup-
plement entries for seppuku, shimade. shimose, and shingon. We shall certainly
take your comments into account when preparing entries for these words in revised
editions of our dictionaries.

(23) Soka Gakkai (Jap. f. so to create + ka value + Gakkai (learned)
society.) In Japan, a lay religious group whose teachings are based on Bud-
dhism.—QOED Supplement IV, fl{fi¥<, HEEFOEEHAEK, KOFreRbed
4. on Buddhism % on the Nichiren Sect of Buddhism &4 5,

(24) soroban (Jap., f. Chinese suan-pan Swan-Pan.) A kind of abacus used
in Japan, adapted from the Swan-pan ... The appearance of a low-cost, small type,
locally-made electronic computer --- has driven a wedge under the four-century reign
of the soroban.—OED SupplementIV. % 5 {XA,. has driven a wedge under the
four-century reign of the soroban L2\ T. BHOYREHXFT LM, F2TALOD
FHOERE L THEATHS.

(25) tofu (a Jap, tofii, ad, Chinese doufu f. dou beans + fif rotten.] A curd
made in Japan and China from mashed soya beans;bean curd.—OED Supplement
V. E%. E®D rotten 328,

7 OTOREN(L, AEEER FAH, TkiE, BEBIdonkghicryr—=x
BT IAEHDHS, COROFE, ARKOHBICHT S3BFTHO, (-7
IBHETRUL, BaIERHEEOL 2N, PHOLL Ty I ryd5b02EL T
5, Bt SHRICHLG T, LHERERSABEZ L L, EEKE, ABOH
BRELT, Gl%E2{ -, TNIEOFHLETHY, FREGBRI—HRTEE -1,

L& L, Random House Dictionary Second Edition ¥ tofu [1875-80 ; <<Japn
tofus+ -Chin dofu (dou bean + fi turn sour, ferment)). Z @D turn sour, ferment
HXIELVWODTHA5h. HBREED.
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(26) trolley-bus, a trackless passenger vehicle that gets its power from an
overhead cable by means of a pole and trolley —OED SupplementlV, ko) —
s3Z, from an overhead cable T7i< from two overhead wires T I\ 7p,

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch 2 Thank you for your comments on Soke Gakkai, sorcban,
tofu and trolley-bus : we shall certainly take them into account when the time
comes to revise the entries in the fourth volume of the Supplement to the OED.

(21) tai-otoshi, Judo. {Jap., f. tai body + otoshi the act of dropping.)
The body drop throw-:-tai-otoshi and o-uchi-gan attacks. —OED Supplement IV,
&% L. o-uchi-gan {3 o-uchi-gari @Y, KAAL.

(28) terakoya Japanese Hist. (Jap., = temple school, f. tera temple + ko
child (ren) + ya place.) In the Japanese feudal period, a private elementary
school of a kind established orig. in the Buddhist temples. —OED Supplement
V., FTEB. BRiK>% (Jap., = Buddhist temple school. f. tera Buddhist
temple + ko child (ren) + ya house.) &35,

(29) tonari gumi (Jap.) A neighbourhood association in Japan, formed of
groups of families who assume responsibility for their own community affairs. —
OED Supplement IV, B, F & ARET. BRESKHOIHIZIES N HUISHEE (1940
1947) . RERHFAEER,

(30) ujigami (Jap., f. wii + kami good) In feudal Japan, the ancestral
deity of an uji ; later, the tutelary deity of a particular village or area.
—OED Supplement IV, K#. EBR®D kami good % kami god, deity &F 5. cf.
uji {Jap.) In feudal Japan, a name indicating which ancestral noble family
the bearer belongs to ; a patriarchal lineage group comprising all those with the
same yji. —OED Supplement V. .

(31) Yagi, Broadcasting. The name of Hidetsugu Yagi (b, 1886), Japanese
scholar and electrical engineer, used attrib. and absol. to designate a highy di-
rectional aerial that he invented. —OED Supplement V. © & 7 » 7+ . that he
(1886-1976) and Shintaro Uda FH#HFAER invented. &F 5,

Mrs. S. K. Tulloch {3 Thank you for your letter and your comments on the
Supplement entries for tai-otoshi, terakoya, tonari gumi, ujigami, and Yag:.
We shall take these into account when making corrections to the final volume of
the Supplement.

Summary

English dictionaries are thought to be accurate. But I should say there are
no English dictionaries free from error. Samuel Johnson (1709 —84), an Eng-
lishman, said, “Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than none,
and the best cannot be expected to go quite true”.

It is really regrettable that the misrepresetations of things Japanese result
in the misunderstanding of Japan and her people. About thirty-two years ago 1
became interested in mistakes in English Dictionaries, for example, the Japan
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Seas in the Universal Dictionary of the English Language (1952), published
by Routledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd., in London. The plural s in the Japan
Seas should be deleted. Twenty-two years or so have passed since 1 began to
correspond, for correction, with dictionary editors. This paper contains remarks
from the editors of the following dictionaries, concerning questionable items.

Collins COBUILD English Language Dictionary (1987), U. K.

Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English, New Edition (1987), U. K.

Webster’'s I New Riverside University Dictionary (1984) & The American
Heritage Dictionary, Second College Edition (1982) , U. S. A.

The Random House Dictionary (1970) & The Random House College Dic-
tionary (1982), U. S. A.

The World Book Dictionary (1984), U. S. A.

Webster’'s Third New International Dictionary ( 1981 ) & Webster's
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1983), U. S. A.

The Concise Oxford Dictionary, Seventh Edition (1982), The New
Oxford Illustrated Dictionary ( 1981 ), The Oxford English Dictionary
(1961 ), The Shorter Oxford English Dictionary (1975), A Supplement to
Oxford English Dictionary Vol. T H-N (1976), A Supplement to the
Oxford English Dictionary Vol. I OSecz (1982) & A Supplement to
the Oxford English Dictionary Vol. IV Se-Z (1986), U. K.

Your emendations and suggestions will be gladly received.
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Japanese Borrowings by Garland Cannon, American Speech, Fall 1981
The Concise Oxford Dictionary, Seventh Edition, 1982
Exit Lines by Brian O’Kill, Longman, 1986
The Randon House Dictionary of the English Language, Second Edition,
Unabridged, 1987



