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Summary

With about the same total land area as Kytsh, Switzerland is one of the smallest countries in the world. In
term of per capita GDP, however, it is one of the richest. Switzerland's wealth was brought about by
economic development in the 19th century, in which banks--including Credit Suisse--played an important
role.

This paper attempts to analyze the factors behind the founding and the rise of Credit Suisse, including its
contribution to the Swiss economy. The analysis reveals that Credit Suisse was established in order to
provide capital financing for the construction of railroads, booming at that time through the promotion of
Alfred Escher, a great politican and entrepreneur. The analysis also shows that Credit Suisse's continued
survival is due to its quick and smart conversion from & venture capital” type of bank to & universal" bank.
Together with other banks, Credit Suisse contributed greatly to the development of the Swiss economy and

helped establish the basis of the so-called “ Kingdom of Finance".



