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Magical Rites of X or F in Ancient Japan

Masayoshi Mizuno

Summary

1. When a young prince or princess stayed out of the palace, a letter of X
(that is a Chinese character, meaning a dog) used to be shown inside thier
staying room during Heian and Kamakura period.

2. Why should the letter of A be used at the occasion ? Some documents on
magical charms in Muromachi and Edo period show us that the reason might be
related to a fox. One example in the documents is like that, a fox would make
children cry at night and then a dog could drive it away which caused troubles.
In this case, a letter of X roles as a special incantation against the fox.
We can find various charms of this type in the documents. The case mentioned
above would be cne of them.

3. This kind of charms originated in Nara period. A wooden charm found at
Iba site in Shizuoka prefectrue has a letter of B (meaning the Dog, the
eleventh of the twelve horary signs) instead of A, and has a purpose of depre-
ssing every evill spirit's works. A wooden charm with a letter B found at
Tagajou site in Miyagi prefecture is another example.

4. At the Tang age, various kinds of magical rites and ceremonies were imported
from China to Japan, and then this type of charm discussed here was one of
them. Using X instead of F began in Heian period to focus on a fox among
many kinds of evill spirits.



