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; "A Reappraisal of the Sumiya Copy of The Illustrated Biography of the
Priest Kukai(Kobo Daishi)
—A Comparison in motif and composition with the Toji Work—

Kimiko Swuiobe

This paper is concerned with The Illustrated Biography of the Priest Kukai which belong§
to Sumiya of Kyoto. The inscriptions on this handscroll were written by Fujitani Tameshige
and eleven other aristocrats. The artist who painted the illustrations is unknown, but from
the style we may infer that he was influenced by the Kané school. The handscroll was
completed in May, 1703.

The Sumiya edition is a copy of the work of the same name in Toji. After comparing
them, I found that the inscriptions matched almost completely. In the case of the illustrations,
toc, the motifs and composition of th;a Sumiya copy are practically the same as the Toji
original. It is not a scrupulous copy, however; details have been revised intc contemporary
style, and changes have been made such as omission of certain parts. A further example is
the chapter which is thought to have been copied from the motifs and composition of the
version with ten scrolls. We may thus make the observation that this Sumiya copy was

executed by an artist with a liberal attitude toward his work.
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