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Mistakes in English Dictionaries (6 )

Naotoshi Y AMAGISHI

Preface

BREOHHEIBROVAEOOLELONTVA, L LEEA Samuel Johnson (1709-84)
ME 5tn<{ Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than none, and the
best cannot be expected to go quite true. th& 8L EFz, BY DL VWEBOHS
T,

BEOBPNCOVWTOE- LHAIX, BERUBFAL DO TERBEEL LIRS
TBETH S, HWIVERRERBICHIRY IKELEREV, AIZE London ® Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul Ltd. 3fT® The Universal Dictionary of the English
Language (19524ERR) ic#% 5 The Japan Seas @ s THD. D s IFHIERET ~ &
bDOTHD, WMERICTTIEERDTCEEME L TLOH20ESEB L 1.

CO/PHRITHTORED 8 ADERELVODHEE:, FTIEXRDBI-RILEICHEEL
Thb.

The Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary Second Edition (19844EhR), Aust-
ralia

The Macquarie Dictionary (19814Ebg), Australia¥

Longman Dictionary of the English Language (1984 %F k&), England

Webster’'s 11 New Riverside University Dictionary (19848hR), U. S. A.

Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary (1979 RR), R U Webster's
New World Dictionary, Second College Edition (19828FEfk), U. S. A.

The World Book Dictionary (19794ERR, B U The Second Barnhart Dictionary
of New English (1980¢EkR), U. S. A.

The Random House Dictionary (1970%E k). The Random House College Dic-
tionary (1982fERk), U. S. A.

Webster's Third New International Dictionary (19814 K& ), B 1F Webster’'s
Ninth New Collegiate Dictionary (1983fEhR), U. S. A.

I
The Australian Pocket Ozxford Dictionary Second Edition & b 7 fl% &R ic

*JEERCCEFAE (BM61EY Q11858
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7.

(1) sundowner, (Aust.) tramp, esp. one arriving at a station about sundown
to obtain food and night's lodging, but too late for work. HiR&E, TMFLHIH
HEOBBTHLHEARTOEH, 1MMEDEFEHTHIILOLHIBT 2 LENED, B
tramp I,

(2) netsuke, small carved ornament worn by Japanese(Jap.} #ff. R{T1H
, EHERhTOAEY, - formerly worn - &3 3, HIFEPMHE « FE AN LOROR
iZon, BRICREATELRVL I KT Z/MER, BEO/NTESRE L THANIKES,

(3) ginkgo vellow-flowered maidenhair trees, native to China and Japan.
[Jap.fr. China, yinhing silver apricot] #7%, 5 & 9, native to China,
Japan, and Korea I, EJR D yinhing % vyinhsing &4 5. cf, 11 (2,
I 1), v(12),V1 (15

(4) hara-kiri, suicide by disembowelment as practised in Japan. (Jap. hare
belly, kirz, cutl. ritual suicide by disembowelmemt as formerly practised in Japan
i

YIRRIZ obligatory & voluntary &43% 5. obligatory {3 a boon granted by gov-
ernment Th Y EHR AR EAR S, BEBRRATRALICEYT S, TRETHAICRE
Y ZPRAIBEITE LA S, TEBR=/A0RELERD, FRICETHAREZAN
THBH, MEARKERBORICEH, BEd s, EABNSHFEFb L% ¥k,
XR=EHD ED/NTIELRRICES TR, MBARBERITHEEY. REIERTLERT
%, ritual C& 3.

voluntary D4, MEAOMLMBEASR—XFEXE+XFEEETO, ETT)ITHE
WRA2V5, BaBEEEROVIET, £ ritval TH3,

VBRRENER L ELEOBRE S T X RTHERMFOEB TH 555, KRERKED
EEENOBRHERENT -7, ZEHERORAANZIE, £1 T as formerly prac-
tised &9 5, cf.11(18)

(5) kakemono, Japanese wall-picture (usu. on silk and mounted on rollers).

(Jap.) 34, EFAREEEDHEATEREL, BEPKROBREREILI LI L
Y ThbD, HHERLE-TIIELNRTHS. Japanese wall-picture or wall-calligra-
phy, usu. on silk and mounted on rollers &3 %, ef II(3), IV(5)

R HEGeorge Turner K (1) ~ (5)i2 % It is not possible to make changes
that increase the length of an entry until the dictionary is reset in a new edi-
tion but your comments suggest improvements that can be made in a new impression.
The entry for sundowner could include “(Aust. hist.)” since you are right in
thinking it no longer current. I am grateful for your observations about netsuke;
I could add the word “formerly” as you suggest. Gingko 1s a little less easy
to deal with in the available space but I am thinking of a change to “ancient
yellow-flowered maidenhair tree, surviving especially in China, Japan, and Ko-
rea”. This hints at its (geological) antiquity and its occurrence elsewhere — we
had a gingko tree in the grounds of my former university, University of Canter-
bury, New Zealand.

(HAACHER the University of Adelaide $¥5, )
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hara-kiri for suicide read ritual suicide.
kakemono for wall-picture read wall-picture or wall-calligraphy.

i3 Turner K X 9 Oxford University Press @ Dr. Allen KiZH T F &Ko
—¥THS. Two details about the ginkgo need checking. First you might not like
my suggestion of beginning with ‘ancient’. The idea is to suggest (along with
now') a palaeobotanical antiquity—just omit it (leaving now ? ) if that seems
better. .

Second Mr. Yamagishi tells me that the existing etymology for ginkgo in AP
OD includes the word hing which is not correct. He amends hsing but ['m not cer-
tain which system of transliteration is used in the rest of APOD as I didn’t
venture into any changes in this area. Hing is probably due to Grahame Johns-
ton’s Ist-ed of APOD. COD has yinxing I'd be very grateful if you could
check this detail, as it’s the one point where Mr. Yamagishi suggests actual
error rather than improvemets or added information,

(6) yinhsing i3 WadeGiles X C& », yinxing i Pinyin R TH 5 & %
Turner KiCEHL:. A—ORETH 3.

(7 ) Unicef, abbr. United Nations Internationocl Children's Emergenry
Fund. 2 =+7, E#BEHEE. HAE T United Nations Children's Fund DE§
#FT&H 5. International & Emergency & %1380 Tw 5%, IB¥RIZ United Nations
International Children’s Emergency Fund TEEEREETIELSOBHETDH - .
cf. IV(6), VUD

(8) sophomore (US), second-year university student Chic 6 — 3 — 3#H D&
%D 3D 14F43 freshman T { sophomore &5, 2MZ TIE. of. VI (2).

Turner K@ E{ZiL Thank you for your suggestions concerning the Australian
Pocket Oxford Dictionary. These have a further usefulness now as I am editing
an Australian Concise Oxford Dictionary now. This is at pageproof stage but
I have found it possible to make one or two adjustments based on your suggestions.
A number of your earlier comments have led to improvements in the later printings
of the Pocket Dictionary. Thank you for your interest.

n

The Macquarie Dictionary L b 198% &KiZd,

(1) banzai. (a Japanese complimentary salutation or patriotic shout, as in
honour of the emperor meaning) . a. long life b, forward ; attack (Jap. : ten
thousand years) A&. FBMIZ-2F (may you live ) ten thousand years &4 5,

(2) ginkgo. a large, ornamental, gymnospermous tree, Ginkgo biloba, native to
China, with fan-shaped leaves, fleshy fruit, and edible nuts ; maidenhair tree.
Also, gingko. (Jap.] &, WH XS, ginkyo D vy 2 g 5O LEEALDTH S,
native to China % native to China, Japan, and Korea &35, fleshy fruit (338
BEORNEOABETHY, BRERT D, ThHERVTENVRRLAOPHED edible
nut TH5. cf. 1(3), NI (1), Vv (1D, VI (15)

(3) kakemono. an upright Japanese wall picture, usu. long and narrow,painted
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on silk paper or other material, and mounted on a roller.(Jap. kake hang+ mono
thing) %5, wall picture or wall calligraphy &3 3. HFILL - TRELLRTHS.
a roller % two rollers (RARLEA) &4 5, of. 1 (5), IV (5)

(4) koto, a Japanese musical instrument having numerous strings, stretched
over a vaulted, wooden sounding-board: plucked with the fingers Z, numerous strings
% usually 13 strings £, X plucked with the fingers L2\ T, BEMEHE - A%
5 RICIIHTELC, EFTHOEMEBL THEBSEEL L, XEHTEOHS.

FRGEBHR G-I LCBELRFLETONTVEDERLTVS, ThTKELEK
OLtizELXBX, BAVBELIIVWTVWAIEH2 %, MEMRICE -7, of. V (18)

(5) mikado, (oft. cap.) (formerly) a title of the emperor of Japan. (Jap.:
lit., exalted gate] A7/ &, an emperor of Japan HS[EL W,

(6) judo, a style of self-defense derived from jujitsu, employing less vio-
lent methods and emphasising the sporting element (Jap. : lit., soft art) ZFiH.
fBlic D% (Jap. : lit., soft way (of life) ] HMEL V. '

(7) nandina. a shrub, Nandina domestica, family Berberidaceae, native to
China, much planted for its graceful bipennate foliage which is produced on bam-
boo-like stems. B8K. native to Japan and China & L, X clusters of bright red
berries #3783, =M 5.

(8) obi, a long, broad sash worn by Japanese woman and children. &, @A,
FHOBIEPHRELEELES V-0, BHELELERHS. £ T by Japanese men,
women, and chidren 3.

(9) origami, 1. the art of folding paper into shapes of flower, birds,etc.
2 an object made this way (Jap. ori a folding—gami, from kami, paper.] .
ERic2% (Jap ori from oru fold—gami, from kami, paper]) L& 3,

(10) teriyaki, a Japanese dish consisting of meat, chicken or seafood, marinated
in a mixture containing soy sauce and grilled. (Jap teri sunshine, thus flame
+ yaki to grill). M#E. EFEIC D% (Jap. teri to glaze + yaki <<yaku to grill or
broil) i 5. eof. IV (1), V (1D

(11) zori, a low, flat Japanese sandal having thongs passing between the two
inner toes. Ej@. Z % a low, flat Japanese sandal having a thong passing be-
tween the big toe and the toe beside it. iZci¥ 5,

(12) tsunami, a large, often destructive sea wave caused by an underwater earth-
quake. (Jap. : tidal wave) @, FBRICD X (Jap. . tsu harbour + rnami wave)
&9 5,

(13) chopstick, one of a pair of thin sticks, as of wood or ivory, used by
Chinese, etc., to raise food to the mouth. #. by Chinese, etc., % by Chinese,
Japanese, Koreans, Vietamese iZ 2. LI EMNEOXALBTH S, f. V (9),
V1 (12)

[[1Z# Research Assistant @ Pat Kreuiter I (1) ~ (13) €25 % Thank you
for your recent letters and the contributions they contain. We have noted your
remarks and have passed the photographs on to our artists.

{14) kendo, a Japanese style of fencing with bamboo staves ®H8IZ bamboo staves
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(Fro#) BERLIEV, o ohE Z25 5 L 2EETES, T NKERD
O, BEFRDISOEERTE, MTOETHizbhd e, BEEXSHTHTLHERERL
5.

(15) kana, the Japanese syllabary. (Jap. : lit., false symbols, so called
because kanji are regarded as real symbols) {X&, ZBRi>%. (Jap. . lit., bor-
rowed letters (f 9 %) or provisional letters (K ¥ &), so called because kanji
are regarded as real letters] &4 5,

(16) kanji, a system of Japanese writing using Chinese-derived characters.
(Jap. from kan Chinese + ji ideograph) #¥F, ZERIZ 2%, kan id Chinese T
W, BldbEOT#HETHS. (Jap. from ken from Chinese han, (a dynastic name)
+ ji ideograph] &9 3.

(17) miso, a paste of rice, soya beans, and salt fermented in brine, used as
flavouring for soups and savoury dishes. BkM§, AEG%ELEICL, kK- K& - RE
EREETEZHUCLAELZRBELTRELI-BO,

(18) harakiri, suicide by ripping open the abdomen with a dagger or knife,the
national form of honourable suicide in Japan, formerly practised among the higher
classes when disgraced or sentenced to death. Also, harakari, harikari. 4] b,
higher classes 13284, the warrior class IZ&®» 5. 28 - &8 s BERVEOT B
L, MRCHEER EER IR, of 1(4)

(19) icon Eastern Ch. a representation in painting, enamel, etc., of some
sacred personage, as Christ or a saint or angel, itself venerated as sacred. #+
Yz b BA « KB LOEEE. ZHiT typically painted on a small wooden panel
EMATRES S, of. V(15 . VII{4)

Mrs Pat Kreuiter id (14) ~ (19) it 2% [ do thank you most sincerely for
the support you have given to the citation system over the last years. It has
been extremely helpful and your contributions have been greatly appreciated.

III

Longman Dictionary of the English Language X ¥ 1 % &icRd,

(1) ginkgo, a showy gymnospermous tree (Gingo biloba) of E China that has
fan-shaped leaves and yellow-fruit, and is often grown for ornament. (NL Ginkgo,
genus name. fr. Jap ginkyo). of E China, Japan, and Korea & L, bad-smelling
yellow fruit, and edible nuts &4 4, cf. 1(3), M (2)

[lI&#HTH S Senior Lexicographerd Brian O’Kill K31 greatly admire ginkgo
trees, and would certainly plant one in my garden if 1 had a suitable site. The
fruits rarely form in Britain, probably because the climate is not quite warm
enough. Most British books state that it is unknown in the wild, but I see that
The Oxford Encyclopedia of Trees of the World (1980) states that it probably
grows wild in eastern China.

it probably grows wild in eastern China, K2\ T, 4 F a Y OFEMIT, HiT
i -T, EBEOLLBOMIIE EEBMEDRS D THET Lbh i, BlE%
O'KilMKiZEHI L, probably (348 & i<,
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Webster's 1l New Riverside University Dictionary & b 5 fl&ikicsid.

(1) teriyaki (J. geri, sunshine, flame + yaki to broil. ] A Japanese dish
of skewered and broiled marinated slices of meat or shellfish. JB%E, EFDieri
{3 sunshine, flame T/ < . to glaze T&H 3. X yaki<yaku to grill or broil TH
5. o N Q0. VD

(2) autobahn [(G. : auto, automobile + Bahn, road.) A superhighway in
Germany. BE/EHHOE@EN. 42 A superhighway in Germany, Austria, or
Switzerland T s, of. V (10) .

[ElZ% Anne H. Soukhanov & (1) (2) i€2%, Your etymological correction
at teriyaki are very useful, particulaly your translation of teri, “glaze”, rather
than “sunshine. flame,” as we have it. [ have passed this information to our ety-
mology files, too. Without having a native-speaking informant on hand, it is some-
times difficult to ascertain whether or not all of our translations of Japanese
words are entirely precise. We certainly do appreciate the time you have taken
to assist us.

You are also right—autobahn is not restricted to German alone.

(3) Wailing Wall A wall in the old city of Jerusalem of Solomon and re-
vered by Jews as a place of pilgrimage and comfort in times of misfortune. B
D8, SolomonTO®BDIEZT D, 138D, SclomonFDMEY, 586B.C. /st =+
FATAFRFMiCLDBBRSHhI:, ~oFKE (37-4B.C.) #320B.C.ic, #iRL T
BELS, FOMEET0AD.OJewish Wars To —<EHAE L f2. Wailing Wall
B, ~oFREOHBDILIYH, THS.

Anne H. Soukhanov {3 (3) i€-2 %, The Encyclopaedia Britannica seems to
support your comments and suggested correction—indeed, the history of the wall
is quite involved. We will restudy this definition and adjust it as necessary in
a future edition.

(4) giant panda A large bearlike mammal, Ailuropoda melanoleuca of the moun-
tains of China and Tibet, with distinctively marked, black-and-white woolly fur.
A¥v &3 Tibet IEEF LT, bEIZHE « BdG - Rl Z3E O EmUOHkic
{¥ir, of. V (20)

Anne H. Soukhanov % Perhaps “---of high mountain bamboo forests of southwest-

central China “would be closer to the mark ?

(5) kakemono (J. : kake, hanging + mong., object.] A vertical Japanese
scroll painting. M. scroll painting or calligraphy &34 5. WA #iicKEL,
ROBPELEICHI T & LXEEZRTL5D. of. 1(5), I(3)

Miss Soukhanov {3 Thank you for pointing out the fact that it involves not
just painting but also calligraphy. While lack of space will not permit us to go
into much detail in our definition, we may, at some time, be able to provide more
information in that definition.

(6 ) UNICEF United Nations International Children’s Emergency Fund
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a=+7, HERERS. BT United Nations Children's Fund OB TH 5.
International & Emergency & %3 3V T W53, |H¥IE United Nations Inter-
national Children's Emergency Fund TEAEEBRRERIESOBIRTH - 7:.
cf. T(CT)

(7) sashimi (J.] A Japanese dish of thinly sliced raw fish. & L &, ¢
H—IT fresh T#&# 5 C &, #&KiCbite-sized, oblong strips TH 5 Z &, i, HIUE
M2 5, MEELLEONHIETE, Z20E0, 2F%2HL 52 THH LT 5.
cf. V (17)

Miss Soukhanov i3 The detailed information you have provided regarding this
dish is extremely valuable to us. T have seen to it that your remarks have gone
on file for use in Webster's I and in our other dictionaries in which the word

is entered.

v

Webster’'s New Twentieth Century Dictionary & 0 12f] %, Webster's New
World Dictionary, Second College Edision K& 9 18fI%&KIZRY,

(1) deer (ME. der <<OE. deor, wild animal, akin to G. tier ---]—— New
World. BBOFERIC 2% wild animal T3 { BiiC animal T\ H,

(2) trolley bus, an electric bus that gets its motive power from overhead
wires by means of trolleys, but does not run on tracks—New World. F o} —s<2,
trolley bus, an electric bus that gets its motive power from an overhead wire by
means of a trolley, but does not run on tracks. —— Twentieth Century b+ o1} —
NZ, WEhd from a pair of overhead wires by means of a pair of trolleys £ L
TRES,,

(3) bookmaker, a person in business of taking bets on race horses— Twentieth
Century. £& L THEZOMZA R —YOREOHIETAOIRT, THBH 06, as on race
horses & LT, &5,

(4) prefecture, the office, authority, territory , or residence of a prefect —
New World.

prefecture, the office. authority, territory, or residence of a prefect —
Twentieth Century, prefecture I AXKTIIF - E-F-ETHD, HFEi: governor
THbH. LFzdd-> T prefecture {3 the district governed by a governor &5 T &
5,

(1> ~ (4) i£2% Mrs. Ruth K, Kentid The suggested change in the etymol-
ogy of deer from “wild animal” to “animal” has been turned over to the etymolo-
gist. We have a new editor in the office working on this section of the editing.

Mentioning both trolleys and both wires of a trolley bus seems worthwhile, and
so does the qualification in the entry for bookmaker (as on race horses) in the
Twentieth Century Dictionary.

A sense for prefecture meaning an administrative district in Japan seems im-
perative. It is good of you to bring this to our attention.

(5) Richmond 1. (after Duke of Richmond, son of Charles II) borough of
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New York City, comprising Staten Island & small nearby islands : pop, 352,000 —
New World. Richmond {33E New York FiEAHESO—KXTH - fcdi, 197T55FLI%
Staten lsland & ¥rd. (filid 4 K13 Manhattan, the Bronx, Brooklyn, Queens
Thsb. )

Mrs. Kent & (5) {€2& Thank you for the reminder of the name change of
Richmond borough in New York City to Staten Island. This involves three
different dictionary entries, and entries in three of our smaller editions.They
will all be taken care of. Geographical name changes pose an often-recurring pro-
blem in reference books.

(6) Halloween, Hallowe'en (contr. << all hallow even ; ') the evening of
October 31 , which is followed by All Saints’Day, or All hallows :Halloween
is now generally celebrated with fun-making and masquerading. — New World. 55
HOLNWE, 10H318DE. ERit>& (contr. << all hallow even < Scottish for
All-hallows Eve ; ---) ELTREI?, Mrs. Kent i3

A consideration Mr. Sidney Landau mentions from time to time is that space
is always a major problem in dictionary editing. There are always more words and
more things to say about words, and squeezing what is most important into an al-
lotted number of pages makes the work very challenging. For this reason, an ad-
dition to the etymology of Halloween, though it may well be valid and interesting,
would simply not be considered. Incidentally, 1 researched this briefly and was
quite surprised at the note in the big Oxford English Dictionary saying that
November Ist was the start of the new year in the old Celtic calendar, so that
Hallowe'en was originally a version of New Year's Eve,

(7) argon symbol, A— Twentieth Century, 73", HFHRAILE. A % Ar
ekH 5, AlEER, Ar BREOCHE,

(8) solicitor general, a law officer (in the Department of Justice in the
U.S.) serving the national government and ranking next below the attorney gener-
al — New World.

ranking next below the attorney general (33290, (1) attorney general (2) deputy
attorney general (3) associate attorney general (4) solicitor general D IHKITdH
5,

(9) chopsticks, small tapering sticks, usually of wood or ivory, held by the
Chinese, Japanese, and some other Asian peoples, between the thumb and fingers,
and used, in pairs. to convey food to the mouth— Twentieth Century.

chopsticks, two small sticks of wood or ivory, held together in one hand and
used in some Asian countries to lift food to the mouth— New World. &. by the
Chingse, Japanese, Koreans, and Vietnamese X {3 in China, Japan, Korea,
and Vietnam &t 34 3. LIEWEFEOXILETH S, cf. I (13), VI (12), VI (5)

Mrs. Kent i3 (7) ~ (9) i€2% You are right that the symbol Ar should be
given in the Twentieth Century Dictionary at the entry for argon, rather than
A. We are keeping a record of this and thank you for bringing it to our atten-
tion. Also the useful information about solicitor general. Our legal consultant
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will no doubt check this out. The adjustment for the entry for chopsticks will
also be studied over.

(10) Autobahn, in Germany, an automobile expressway— New World. Autobahn,
in Germany, a four-lane highway for fast driving, with a strip of grass,etc.,
down the middle to separate traffic bound in opposite directions — Twentieth
Century. BER)EHH O S#HEE. in Germamy, Austria, or Switzerland T7f
.oof. IV (2)

Mrs. Kent {3 The addition of “Austrian” and “Swiss” at the entry for auto-
bahn makes sense. Thank you for pointing this out. I have put a card in the file
for this, and it will no doubt be checked.

(11> teriyaki (Jap.) a Japanese dish containing meat or fish marinated or
dipped in soy sauce and broiled, grilled, or barbecued) — New World. B, &
Rit>% (teri to glaze + yaki>>yaku to grill or broil) ¢ EFE XX 574z, of. I
ao, (1)

(12) ginkgo (Jap. ginkyo>>Chin.) an Asiatic tree (Ginkgo biloba) with fan-
shaped leaves and fleshy, vellow, foul-smelling seeds enclosing an edible inner
kernel —New World. an Asiatic tree {348, hE « BZ& « $igficEHE$ 5. fleshy,
vellow foul-smelling fruit T&H ~ T seeds T\, ginkyo @ v % g LM LD
ginkgo &7,

ginkgo (Japan. ginko, gingko from Chin. yin-hing, silver apricot.) A large
tree, Ginkgo biloba, with fan-shaped leaves and edible vellow fruit, native to
northern China and Japan—— Twentieth Century. 3BRiC> % (Japan. ginkyo from
Chin, yin-hsing, silver apricot.) & § 5. edible yellow fruit (33 b, fleshy,
yellow, foul-smelling fruit enclosing an edible inner kernel T&% 5. cf. 1 (3),
Il (2), 10 (1, VI (15

(11) (12) it>% Mrs. Kent i3 Thank you for the proposed etymologies for
teriyaki and ginkgo. | was particularly interested in ginkgo because I often
pass a row of these trees on Berea Road here in Cleveland, and notice them with
interest. 1 studied up on ginkgo a bit after your letter came and realized I have
never seen blossoms or fruit on the trees of which I speak. One of the botany
books says they do not bloom for their first twenty years, so that may explain it.
One of the etymologies in these sources says the Japanese spelling is gingkyo.
Is that a variant or just more elaborate spelling of ginko, as you have it? And
some sources say the second part of the Chinese is hsing. ! confess my great
ignorance of these languages, and rather assume there are variants when the words
are translated to our alphabet.

VB SOTEMNE, REBICR, BRLEBEROEEPLHETSHS, BETIE gin
kyo (&) &L¥RL gingko & & ginko EH LIV EET L.

(13) pip (Old Slang) a person or thing much admired— New World. pip a
person or thing much admired [Slang.) — Twentieth century. 34 LA (#7) .
Old Slang MIEL\WwhZird & Slang HIEL e,

(14) slick (Collog.) a magazine printed on paper with a glossy finish—
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New World. slick a magazine printed on paper with a glossy finish. (Slang.)—
Twentieth Century. 4 <4 -~<L 7z FE#ICHIBI L /- 4. Colleq. & Slang & 3"
NHE L,

(13) (14) it>% Mrs. Kent (3 The usage labels in Webster's New World
Dictionary, Second College Edition, are more up to date than those in the Twen-
tieth Century Dictionary. The size of the latter makes it difficult to update.

(15) icon Orthodox Eastern Ch. an image or picture of Jesus, Mary, a saint,
etc., venerated as sacred.— New World.

icon, in the Orthodox Eastern Church, as a sacred image or picture of Jesus,
Mary, a saint, etc. Also spelled ikom, eikon. — Twentieth Century.

FVRbcBF=YT - BALLIORSE, T typically painted on a small wood-
en panel ZMA TR EIH».  of. I U

(16) sashimi [Jap., raw fish]) a Japanese dish of thin slices of raw fish
served with soy sauce — New World. & L&, T¢FE—iC fresh THHT &, &K
bite-sized, oblong strips Th A &, @O IVEMIZOT A, MILS>FFHL 5 -
T, BLLBEDHERTE. of IV(T)

(17) UNICEF United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
— New World. ZhiRiIBZDOEHRT, HIE THE United Nations Children’s Fund
DBEHRTHA, 2=+7, ERHBEES f [(7),IV(6)

(15) ~ (17) {£>% Mrs. Kent {& The note about icor is interesting, too. I
will put that in the file. Just this past week I became aware that the computer
people have picked up that term to indicate the pictorial symbols used in program-
ming material for the screen. Thank you much for the reminder of the name change
of UNICEF, and for the information about sashimi. That will be kept on file,
too.

(18) koto {Japan.) a Japanese musical instrument consisting of an oblong box
with thirteen silk strings over it, plucked with plectrums on the thumb, index,
and middle fingers — Twentieth Century. 2. B2 KEk KD Fic@{, EF T
DLEAER L TEEESS L, XEMiTE -5, 2fNT 5468 M8H5,

koto {Jap) a Japanese musical instrument similar to a zither, consisting of
an oblong box with thirteen silk strings stretched over it.—— New World. Z i3
KEZRD EiciB <, LiH13 strings THY, L@ silk strings TddH 5., BNEH
f5 - AL - hiBici3D TR, EFCHOLEMEMLTREE®L L, XEMHEE ST
5, cof. 11 (4)

(19) the Tower of London, a fortress on the Thames in London, serving in
historic times as a palace, prison, etc. — New World. o ¥ F 3. Zh% a large
assemblage of buildings on the Thames in London, serving in historic times as
a fortress, palace, and later, a state prison, now used as a repository of an-
cient armors and weapons, and other objects of public interest & LTI & S M,

(20) ginant panda, a large, black-and-white, bearlike mammal (Ailuropoda me-
lanoleuca) of China and Tibet that feeds on bamboo shoots — New World. K-~
¥ 53 Tibet IKEAF LT, EIHE « B « M) OBEOFhorThic s,
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feeds on bamboo shoots and leaves T& 3.

panda 2. a white-and-black bearlike animal of Asia : also called giant panda.
— Twentieth Century. of Asia % of south-west China gk 5. cof. IV (4)

(18) ~ (20) i€>% Mrs. Kent {2 Your information about the koto musical
instrumemt is quite helpful — and interesting as well. We will keep your letter
on file. We looked back in our earlier dictionary, the first College Edition,
and find that we were more expansive then in describing the Tower of London. The
editors must have felt a need to cut down on lines to make room for newer entries
in the Second College Edition. I would say that the word “fortress” seems out-
dated for the structures’ current tourist-attraction status. We will suggest that
this entry be worked over for the Third College Edition. Our science editor is
taking care of the entry for panda, probably turning it over to a consultant. We
will pass on the information about this animal that you have provided. I did a
quick check and see that both the Encyclopaedia Britannica and the Encyclopedia
Americana say this animal lives in Tibet, so this piece of misinformation must
be widespread. Britannica says bamboo leaves as well as shoots, but Americana
says only the one. This will all have to be investigated.

V1

The World Book Dictionary &£ 1 14#% Second Barnhart Dictionary of New
English k& 1 FA%xicid.,

(1) relationship, a euphemism for a romantic attachment or affair [1967) —
Second Barnhart Dictionary.

PIEDEIR 96T > T 555, 1944FEDHHS A Supplement to the Oxford Eng-
lish Dictionary, Volume Il iIZ&RD L HCH T3,

relationship, an affair ; a sexual relationship 1944 M. Laski Love on Super-
tax viii. 81 ‘Were you going to marry Lon Lon? ' asked Clarissa ‘- ‘We hadn't
got further than a relationship’, Sid said.

[M]&# Robert K. Barnhart [Kii [ am not certain that the 1944 citation for
relationship in the OEDS has the same sense as the latter ones (1967) in DNEZ,
Note that the next citation in OEDS is dated 1974. This use of the word re
lationship became widespread during the sexual revolution of the late 1960’s. The
1944 citation probably uses the word in the sense of “a social or friendly con-
nection” rather than a sexual one. 1974 J. Gardner Corner Men v. 41 Bob and
I weren't hallo young lovers. We had a relationship, but [ wasn’t in love with
him .

New Oxford English Dictionary ™ Mrs. S. K.Tulloch € 1944 M. Laski @
Love on Supertax ¢ relationship {3 social or friendly connection ®E TV s,
X an affair ; a sexual relationship DFEix 1960FUC—RRITTTE DIz 272D TIEE
VWhrt&RTAL, DEIROED.

[ cannot find any evidence that the 1944 quotation for relationship in the
sens¢ 'an affair ; a sexual relationship’ is inappropriate. The context itself
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does not allow one to judge the exact sense, but this would have been investigated
at the time when the entry was prepared. Since the quotation was supplied by Miss
Laski from her own writings, it seems doubly unlikely that it has been misused.
Certainly, as you say, this use became widespread in the 1960s ; but this does
not mean that the sense did not arise until then. We have a number of quotations
which have been added to our files since the publication of volume 3 of the Sup-
plement, dating from the 1950s and early 1960s.

(2) gram British gramme — World Book Dictionary (1979). 73 & (# — b
NiEDBXDHBAT), British gramme or gram TFi b,

(3) teriyaki, a Japanese dish consisting of fish or meat with onions and
green peppers. and soy sauce, often broiled and served as a skewer. [ <Japanese
teriyeki. Compare etym. under sukiyaki. )] — World Book Dictionary. B#t. L x
P W BYARERDUTHRE, REHHFILBOBLIOTCOENHS. HD
FEuAPEHOECRICTINTN A, AEHRiCX L, 20 uitd iz o>dH 2 lmmmic i
O, PO {EEIHSELZOEZ - =@ DR, EHRNNEHFICEHAPIOBTHLN, &
Bt ( teri to glaze + wyaki <ygku to grill or broil) TH 5. cf.Il (10), IV
(n, v.an

(4) sukiyaki, a Japanese dish consisting of thin strip of meat, sliced on-
ions, bamboo shoots, shredded spinach, and other vegetables cooked for a very
short time in a mixture of soy sauce, stock, sugar, and sweet sake [<ZJapanese su-
kivaki perhaps <Zsuki slicing + yaki cooking, roasting] — World Book Diction-
ary.

sEIRIC2 & (< Japanese sukiyaki, lit. <Isuki spade + yaki >yaku to broil) T
5.

(2)~ (4) It-2% Mr. Barnhart {X Many thanks for your letter and the sugges-
tions for WBD. It does appear that gram is also frequently used in Great Brit-
ain ; the same development is occurring with tonne and ton. Your explanation of
teriyaki is very interesting and | appreciate the etymological correction for
this word as well as for sukiyaki.

(5) Park Avenue, a thoroughfare in New York City along part of which
there are very fine, large, expensive office and residential buildings. — World
Book Dictionary. very fine, large, expensive residential buildings i {3 E # A
THELRITORLE LT, M5,

(6) autobahn or Autobahn, (in Germany) an express highway ; turnpike or
expressway — World Book Dictionary. (in Germany) % (in Germany, Austria,
or Switzerland) &4 3,

(7 ) Oireachtas, the legislature of the Irish Republic. The lower house
is called the Dail Eireann, and the upper house the Seanad Eireann, —WBD.
Z % the legislature of Irish Republic (President, the lower house, and the
upper house). The lower house is - £d 5,

(8) slick U.S.Informal, a magazine printed on heavy, glossy paper— WBD.
Z i featuring articles and fiction of popular appeal but little literary merit
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EZOUMATEE 3 . WERERRIES, ¢~F <0 LEHICHR L /-t M. of
VII (2)

(9) tycoon, the title given by foreigners to the former hereditary commanders
in chief of the Japanese army ; shogun— WBD. AE. Z 1% the title taken by
some of the Tokugawa shoguns of Japan. 185TE L DIBETEE T, FEAAELVZ &
AEACBRORAZG LR,

Mr. Barnhart i3 (5) ~ (9) &> % Your suggestions for Park Avenue, auto-
bahn, QOireachtas, slick, and tycoon, are of course most welcome and will be con-
sidered for any future major revision of the World Book Dictionary.

(10) shakuhachi, a Japanese bamboo flute with five holes, [Japanese shaku-
hachi) — WBD. RAEARZIIM, Bi3—, LRELLUDHIIT-TREOEL, &
ETHY, —FRAST (bdem) %EHEEF L4 5. a Japanese bamboo clarinet with five
holes &4 5.

Mr. Barnhart {3 Thank you for your letter and especially for your fine and
instructive discussion of the term shakuhachi. | have filed this for future re-
ference.

(11) inro, a small ornamental nest of boxes, used to hold medicines, perfumes,
and the like, and carried at the waist by Japanese. {<<Japanese inro)— WBD.
HiFiIEANL. HRICHESNTER, BYOLICERY, P, TORCHEBSEST -
TW3, Z2& bBEEHANTHHEY, formerly used & L, ferfumes and the like %
Bk L, formerly carried &4 5.

(12) chopsticks, a pair of small, slender sticks used by many Orientals to
raise food to the mouth.—WBD. %, by many Orientals % by the Chinese, Japanese,
Koreans, and Vietamese &9 %, LIEHEDOX(LETH S, of. 11 (13), V (9),
VII (5)

(11) (12) it>% Mr. Barnhart ¥ Your thorough description of the inro is
most interesting and useful for our files. We have also entered netsuke in the
dictionary but not ojime, which, however, is found in the OED Supplement.
Judging from your description, [ gather that all three items are no longer used
but are of cultural and historical interest. Hence they should be defined as “for-
merly used”. Thank you also for your correction of the definition of chopsticks,
which should be revised in our next edition.

(13) tatami, a mat made of rice straw used as a floor covering in a Japanese
house. [<<Japanese tatami)l —WBD. B, BDKI rice straw Tdh 24, R L
BEE LM, Japanese house fZF TR, FHZEDHEETOHVWOLNTW S,

(14) soy Also, soy sauce, a salty, brown sauce made from fermented soybeans,
used especially in Chinese and Japanese cooking to give flavor and color, as to
meat and fish. —WBD. &#h, BHhiIAGEL/NELRAL, #ME S VIEKRTIAA
TR RBE XS TES. soybeans and wheat TH b, as to meat and fish % to meat,
fish, and vegetables IZTH¥» 5.

(15) ginkgo, a large, ornamental tree native to China and Japan, with fan-
shaped leaves and nuts that can be eaten : maidenhair tree. 1t is the only sur-
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viving species of a group that lived millions of years ago. [<<New Latin Girnkgo
<Japanese ginkyo ) —WBD. ##&, b5 s 9. Wb i it Korea ILHEFT S,
cf. 1(3), 11 (2), III (1), Vv (12)

(13) ~ (15) ik2& Mr. Barnhart i3 Thank you for your letter with sugges-
tions for improving the World Book Dictionary definitions of tatemi, soy, and

ginkgo.

Vil

The Randon House Dictionary & » 3 #|. The Random House College Diction-
ary &9 4 #FRICRT.

(1) zileh slang. zero ; nothing [ orig. uncertain. ; perh. humorous alter. of
zero). — RHCD. &, AR LS. BRIZo %, 1930 Ballyhoo &5 MBS
BB LI Aos, b,

Mr. P. Y.Su {3Thank you for pointing out our uncertain etymology and for
suggesting a concrete origin, which is being passed on to the etymology editor for
his verificatiom.

(2) slick Informal a magazine printed on paper having a more or less glossy
finish — RHCD. Z hiT featuring articles and fiction of popular appeal but
little literary merit 22 MA TR EH . NERBIBHIEH, TNF X0 LB
HIg L7- 34, of. VI (8

(3) ginkgo, a large ornamental, gymnospermous tree, Ginkgo biloba, native to
China, having fan-shaped leaves, fleshy fruit, and edible nuts, (<{Jap ginkyo =
gin silver + kyo apricot) — RHCD&RHD. ##&, 5 & 9. China, Japan,
Korea iC4H 3 %, foul-smelling, fleshy fruit ThHhb, HEARELHEARLEHMHH B, ginkyo

(BEH) Oy % g E8BRRLT ginkgo £t of. of. 1 (3), I (2), I (1),
vV (12) . VI (16)

(4) icon Eastern Ch. a representation in painting, enamel, etc, of some
sacred personages, as Christ or a saint, or angel, itself venerated as sacred —
RHCD&RHD. () > »EH&) # YR« BA - RELEOREBE, ZhiC typi-
cally painted on a small wooden panel 2MA TR L& HH, of 11 (19), V (15)

(2) ~ (4) &&£2F Mr. Su & slick (RHCD) . You are perfectly right in
pointing out the inadequate meaning of our def. In as much as this def is Cf'd
to pulp 6, there will be no comparison unless we bring up its content, as in the
def of the laiter. The missing part is well contained in def 9c of slick! in the
RHD, most of which can be used for the present purpose.

pulp 6. a cheap magazine or book, usually containing sensational and lurid ma-
terial. — RHCD.

slick 8 ¢ such a magazine regarded as having a sophisticated, deftly executed,
but shallow or glib literally content—RHD.

ginkgo - What you have stated is true and may be fascinating, but it is unfor-
tunately overlong and too encyclopedic for any general dictionary to absorb.

icon : It could be represented in mosaic as well, but in any case it would be
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better, as you remind us, if we could insert “usually on a wood surface” between
“enamel, etc.” and “of some sacred”, as already similarly done in the RHP.

icon Fastern Ch, a representation of a sacred personage, usually painted on a
wood or ivory surface—~ RHP (The Random House Dictionary Concise Edition.)

(5) chopstick one of a pair of thin sticks, usually of wood or ivory, used
as eating utensils by the Chinese, Japanese, and other Oriental peoples. —
RHD. other Oriental peoples % Koreans, and Vietamese IZ cf ¥ , Westerners
HAREICHZEREBIETREERES L LTRE W, of 11 (13), V (9), VI(12).

Mr. Su {3 chopstick : Your observation that chopsticks are even used by West-
erners in Japanese restaurants is very insightful, but it gets into an area of
extended application — not the basic attribute — so I personally doubt that our
editor or editors would go that far as to cover it. An excellent suggestion but
a hard-to-include part im the definition.

vl

Webster's Third New International Dictionary X © 12{f] Webster's Ninth
New Collegiate Dictionary £ b 3 FI%&&RITRT,

(1) holy day of obligation : one of the days on which Roman Catholics are
obliged to hear mass and abstain from servile work <Sunday is a common holy day
of obligation>. — W3. (# b Y » 7 HE) FANEHB(HBLUATEREHKATI 4
ICHIEd<&®H, Christmas, Easter 7{4,) Sunday (3389,

sophomore, a student in his second year or with second-year standing at a col-
lege ; also : a student in his second year at a secondary school— W3.

sophomore : a student in the second year at college or secondary school—W?9.

KEDPEHIFET 6 — 3 — 3HIEMBIEE, BRikD 3 0—4E£R freshman T soph-
omore T/AAWVDHAX 6 — 3 - 3HBLOBEETHREAINL TV 20rTRTHL,  of.
1(8)

(3) ama : a Japanese woman diver who works usu. without diving gear — W
3. i, BIKA-CH - B& - BRALEEWN AL, BIL [#BR) T35, L
LTlAL R, BTRPEEZMONETHELTLE, 28KT 5,

B)&# Robert Copeland Kid (1) ~ (3) i£2%, 1. Your observation on holy
day of obligation in Webster's Third is valid. We have noted the need to make
a change in the treatment. It is surprising there is no earlier note to that ef-
fect, for in our most recent Collegiate the definition is different @ “a feast
in which Roman Catholics are duty-bound to attend mass.”

2 . The comments on sophomore also are valuable. We cannot answer immediate-
ly whether the usage throughout the country is consistent, but it is something
we will give thorough study to when next we have occasion to review this entry.

3. We also are happy to have your information on ama for our files. It will
be useful in our updating the entry.

Again, as always, thank you for your efforts in helping us keep our defini-
tions as accurate and up-to-date as possible.



70 2 B K F K E HBI55

(4) gagaku often cap (Jap, fr. ga elegance + geku music) : the ancient court
music of Japan—W 3. ¥4, the ancient court music and dance of Japan &9 5.

(5) hot line : a direct telephone line in constant readiness to operate so as
to facilitate immediate communication (as between heads of two governments) — W
3. hot line (1955) : direct telephone line in constant operational readiness so
as to facilitate immediate communication (as between heads of two governments) —
WO. ko b54 Y, BRAEAEE - 71 ¥4 7§, - telephone or teletype line -
ET5,

(6) karatsu ware usu cap K (fr. Karatsu, city in Japan): a Japanese ceram-
ic ware traditionally made from the Tth century at Karatsu on Kyushu island that
is probably the earliest glazed Japanese ceramic ware, includes both earthenware
and stoneware, and comprises chiefly vessels for chanoyu — W3 . E##i. XIE

(1573—1592) fERIcEs$ 5. Tth century 23RV, 16th century TH 5.

(4) ~ (6) it-2% Copeland it gagaku. We do find evidence to support your
suggestion, and we will see about amending the definition when the opportunity
presents itself. However, just for the record, most of the English-language usage
examples we have refer to gagaku only as music.

hot line. Your point about teletype is well taken and worth our looking into.
We will send a note to the files to check whether the teletype is still a part
of the system or whether it has been updated with something more modern—which
still probably should be included.

Karatu ware. We have found support for your suggestion that the time of Ka-
ratsu ware be revised to sixteenth century. The seventh century information in
the entry apparently came from a handwriting error by a definer meaning seventeen-
th century, which many of our citations suggest is the time of origin.

(7) sumi-e (Jap sumie ; akin to Jap sumi Indian ink) . the Japanese art
of monochromatic ink painting— W3 . 842, ERIC 2% (Jap sumie ; swni Indian
ink + e painting ) £9 3,

(8) zendo (Jap zendo, fr. zen Zen sect + - do shrine) : a place used for
Zen meditation— W3 . #i%&, EH O shrine i3] Y Buddhist temple A5k,

(9) kutani or kutani ware usu cap K (fr. Kuteni, village in Japan): a Jap-

anese porcelain produced in and about the village of Kutani on Honshu island
since the mid-17th century and esteemed for originality of design and coloring.
— W3. et BERSRT L UOHE—HTHRIN TS,

(10) sanda ware usu cap S (fr. Sande, town in western Honshu, Japan, where
it originated) : a Japanese pottery and esp. porcelain ware produced since the late
17th century and noted for its celadons. ~W 3. =HF®H. =HAT, #HEHOILE
iCh 5, HI33EE (19584F) mibIAETT. ERD town % city &9 5,

(11 dojo (Jap dojs, fr. do way, art + - jo ground) . a school for training
in oriental martial arts. —W 3. dojo (Jp ddjd, fr. d6 way, art + - jo ground)
(1942)  a school for training in various arts of self-defense (as judo and karate)

— W9. #EH. EIRc>% (Jap dojo, fr. do way + - j5 place) £¢ 5.
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(12) jomon often cap (Jap jomon straw rope pattern, fr. the characteristic
method of forming designs on pottery of the period] : of. relating to, or typical
of a Japanese neolithic cultural period extending from about 3,000B.C. or ear-
lier to about 200B.C. and characterized esp by elaborately ornamented hand form-
ed unglazed pottery (Jomon ware) — W3 . @D, from about 3,000B.C. %
from 8,000B.C. itgd¥ 5.

(1) ~ (12) it2% Copeland K& Several points that you bring up in your
most recent letter are quite valid and we have used your prompting to send notes
to the files. Those are comments on the etymologies of sumi-e, zendo, Kutani
(ware), and Sanda ware. The use of the word “art” in the explanation of do in
the etymology of dojo relates to the sense in “martial arts”. This same character
appears in budo, which Kenkyusha's New Japanese-English Dictionary (1974)
defines as “martial arts”. We are aware, of course, that “way” is one of the in-
terpretations of do. The word ground, which appears in the explanation of jo like-
wise comes from Kenkyusha, where it is defined as "a ground ; a ring ; a links”.
Elsewhere in that dictionary it is used in the context of “arena”. Nevertheless
we are sending your suggestion to the files to be considered when the word again
comes up for review. Your point about jomor may well be correct. We find that
there is a di ference of opinion among writers as to whether the period dates from
about 3,000 B.C. or goes back another 3,000 or so years. We are sending a copy
of your comment to the files with a recommendation that the date be reexamined in
light of more recent writings, which may have pushed the date back a few thousand

years.

Summary

English dictionaries are thought to be accurate. But I should say there are
no English dictionaries free from error. Samuel Johnson (1709-84), an English-
man, said, “Dictionaries are like watches, the worst is better than none, and
the best cannot be expected to go quite true.

It is regrettable that the misrepresentations of things Japanese result in the
misunderstanding of Japan and her people. About thirty years ago I became in-
terested in mistakes in English Dictionaries, for example, the Japan Seas in
the Universal Dictionary of the English Language (1952), published by Rout-
ledge and Kegan Paul, Ltd., in London. The plural s in the Japan Seas should
be deleted. Twenty years or so have passed since I began to correspond, for
correction, with editorial staffs.

This paper contains remarks, from eight editors of the following dictionaries,
concerning questionable items.

The Australian Pocket Oxford Dictionary Second Edition (1984), Australia

The Magquarie Dictionary (1981), Australia

Longmam Dictionary of the English Language (1984), England
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Webster’s II New Riverside University Dictionary (1984), U.S.A.

Webster's New Twentieth Century Dictionary (1979) & Webster's New
World Dictionary, Second College Edition (1982), U. S. A.

The World Book Dictionary (1979) &The Second Barnhart Dictionary of
New English (1980), U. S. A.

The Random House Dictionary (1970) & The Random House College Dic-
tionary (1982)

Webster's Third New International Dictionary (1981) & Webster's Ninth
New Collegiate Dictionary (1983),U. S. A.

Your emendations and suggestions will be gladly received.
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