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On the [llustrated Hanging-Scrolls, “The Life of Kobo-Daishi” owned by Jodo-ji
Temple: A case of a set of hanging-scrolls produced by the re-arrangement
of the iconography of a set of hand-scrolls.

Kimiko SHIODE

The illustrated biographies of famous monks and the illustrated episodes of the foundation of temples and
shrines, as paintings, can be roughly divided into two categories, namely a hanging-scroll format or a hand-
scroll format. Some of the hanging-scrolls show borrowing of the composition of fore-going examples of
hand-scroll format, and vice versa. The [lustrated hanging-scrolls of "The Life of Kobo-Daishi” owned by Jo
do-ji temple (hitherto referred to as J5do-fi example) is one of the examples of the former case.

The present author previously compared all eight scrolls of the Jodo-ji example with several examples of
hand-scroll version. This essay, in particular, focuses on the seventh and eightb scrolls of the Jodo-ji example.
These two scrolls make up one continuous composition, which is faithful to that of the first and second chap-
ter of the twelfth hand-scroll of "The Life of Kobo-Daishi® owned by Ta-ji-temple (hitherto referred to as To-
ji example.)

In order to make a close examination of the relationship berween the Jodo-ji and To-ji examples, the author
used the computer application soft, named Photoshop 6.0 produced by Adobe, and superimposed the illustra-
tion of the To-ji example on that of the Jodo-ji example on the computer screen. As the result they overlapped
almost perfectly. The intention of this essay is to discuss the process of the overlapping as a part of the study
of Jodo-ji example.
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