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Mrs. Dalloway's London: Woman's View on Carlyle Museum by Natsume Soseki

Mari NAkAO

T Jove walldng in London’. So saying, Mrs. Dalloway walks out into the London streets ope fine June
morning. She wants to buy flowers for her party by herself. When we consider that until recently women had
not been able to walk on her own, out of consideration for safety and respectability, Mrs.Dalloway's freedom
and independence are noteworthy.

Virginia Woolf herself loved walking in London. In The London Scene (1931-2), a series of five short
pieces narrating a imaginary stroll around different areas and aspects of the city, Woolf's feminist eye reveals
many unique points in modem city life.

Take 'Great Men's Houses', the third chapter of The London Scene, for example. Woolf visits Carlyle's
house in number 5 Cheyne Row. Number 5 Cheyne Row is a well-known place and Natsame Soseki visited
there four times while he was in London. Mere comparison between these two writers' visiting essays, 'Great
Men's Houses' and Carlyle Museum (1905), tells us how differently Woolf views this noted place from
Soseki. Woolf looks at that four-storied uncomfortable house from a housewife's poiat of view, that is Mrs.
Carlyle's. Hence she says that 5 Cheyne Row is not so much a dwelling-place as a battlefield. On the other
hand, Natsume Soseki is contented with an ordinary observation of the famous writer's possessions, which are
preserved and exbibited in that house. Woolf 's feminist's imagination is obvious.

Her feminine sensitivity throws a new light on familiar things and enlivens much-accustomed London
scenes. The sensitive imagination of Virginia Woolf the woman fascinates and attracts us to various scenes of
London while Woolf the novelist writes ‘walking' novels in which her heroines such as Mrs.Dalloway explore
London streets by walking on their own.



