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Summary
In several recent papers, the author presented his observations concerning
the flow of sales in the latter Middle Ages in Japan, showing that rural
merchants took part in the flow of sales between rural areas and some of them
were seiling by retail within restricted boundaries. The present paper examines
the selling area of these rural merchants from the geographical point of view.
In Chapter I it was clarified that smiths (imoji, who also made castings)
in Harima province in 16th century, accumulated uribaes where they were permitted
to sell their products. Figures 1 and 2 show the distribution of these uribas.
In fzumi province, rice was malted (koji) in koji-muro (malting workshops) and
sold in particular villages or within a restricted area (uriba or tachiba,
Figure 3). The pair of a koji-murc and its uriba was called koji-ka (discussed
in Chapter II). The selling area of merchants in Honai in Omi province is
represented in Figure 4 (Chapter II1).
The geographical features of these uribas or the selling areas are as follows:
1. It was an individual or a community that.held the title to each area.
The areas of two individuals living in the same village sometimes overlap-
ped each other.
2. The selling area was located near the residence of the owner.
3. The shape or size of the selling area was influenced by the distribution
of competing merchants or craftsmen.
4. In many cases, the boundary lines of these areas differed from the upper
political divisions (e.g., gumn).
The last three features suggest that the selling area was shaped on the basis
of the real activity of distribution to consumers by merchants (Chapter IV).
This study of selling areas serves as a foundation for examining some other
areas where goods flow between rural people (e.g., rural marketing areas).



