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“War" as a metaphor

Katsuya Y AMORI
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Summary

The two major incidents in Japan in 1995, the Great Hanshin-Awaji Quake and the Sarin Gas Attack
Case, as well as the Photochemical Smog Scare Case (1970), were often compared to "war” both in
public and private discourses. This should not be simply attributed to the superficial fact that these
three cases commonly evoked distressing and dreadful spectacles like those caused by war. "War” was
used in common to the above three cases as a metaphor indicating an unstable life-world where existing
meaning system is partially or totally damaged. This is equivalent to a life-world where “two-fold rela-
tional figure" (Hiromatsu, 1982), composed of a "phenomenal-given" (presented itself at a specific
spatial and temporal location) and a “significant-known" (irreal or ideal entity beyond time and
space), is damaged. This suggests that "war” can be remembered and recollecied either by emphasizing

the former moment of the relational figure (i.e., “memories”) or by emphasizing the latter moment
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(i.e., "records”). These two ways are sharply contrasted. "Memories" are derived from shared or private
perceptual experiences while “records” are derived from shared conceptual propositions. Both should
be used together since one's advantages can supplement the other's disadvantages.
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