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Thought about and Awakening in Religion

Yoshiya Ichmxawa

Summary

‘Kyogyd-shinsho’ by Shinran consists of quotations from many sutras and others.
But the book is the product of his coherent contemplation all through. One of
the quotations worthy of particular attention is an oral story, about Ajatasatru,
an ancient Hindu King, from the Nirvana Sutra.

The story began with his patricide, an abnormal case of murder. The king be-
came deeply conscious of his guilt and was in anguish. Later, he received the
teachings of Buddha. At last he underwent a mighty reversal mind.

The story has a very interesting thought content, because, from the point of
morality and religion, it shows where the central problem of man is, and how
conversion can be obtained with extreme difficulty, and so on.

In a certain sense, religious thought is considered to mean a certain intel-
lectual recognition of a way of living. When man learns about the world and
the true meaning of life there, he feels confident of his existence. This intel-
lectual function is one of the fundamental principles in religious life.

Then, where does this function come intc existence? Concerning the existence,
the paper deals with Shinran’s interpretation of the oral story and gives care-
ful consideration about his interpretation.

The paper traces the outlines of the king, and makes an investigation of
Shinran’s understanding of the story, and lays emphasis on the intellectual
religious function, in which salvation from an unquestionable and unwavering
faith is attained.



